Y Dalaith
"T he Province"
O Frawd I Frawd - From Brother to Brother

Veteran of 70 Years
see Page 4

No. 51
January 2013

The Magazine of the Masonic

O

WM is 100 Not Out!
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Editorial

Greetings Brethren, and a Happy New Year to you All!
We are already almost half-way through the 2012/13 Masonic
Year, but now we start off the 2013 calendar year itself. It is
traditionally a time when we reflect on the events and
experiences of last year, and look forward to what the New
Year may bring.
2012 will long be remembered for the success of the London
Olympic Games, which exceeded all expectations and were a
resounding success, not only for our magnificent able-bodied
athletes and paralympians, but for all those involved in the
organisation. We are unlikely to witness a similar event here
in our lifetime, and we hope that the legacy of the Games will
live on and contribute to the wellbeing of society.
Coming closer to home, the year was also memorable for the
wrong reasons. Through no fault of their own, Neath Masonic
Hall and the Gnoll Lodge which is based there, both suffered
catastrophic financial losses which the Brethren are working
tirelessly to rectify, through a series of social and fundraising
events which deserve strong support. There is now a chink of
light at the end of the tunnel, and whilst much more needs to
be done, and the road is hard and stony, recovery is in sight.
Likewise this Magazine - your Magazine - suffered losses in
the same way, though not nearly on the same scale, and is
fighting to put its financial house in order. You, our readership,
can help in this cause by continuing to give us your full support.
The "Y Dalaith" Editorial Committee is made up of dedicated
amateur volunteers who seek out newsworthy material and
collect articles for this publication (which is non-profitmaking), but to succeed we need the continued support not
only of contributors, but also all readers of the magazine.
We believe we are attempting to make an important contribution
to the aims of the Provincial Communications Committee, by
keeping every Member informed as to what is going on in the
Province. If your Lodge has not been featured, then seek out
your Editorial Committee representative (at least one per
Masonic centre) and find out what material may be suitable.
As Editor I will not deliberately refuse anything which has a
suitable Masonic connection, but, stating the obvious, we
cannot print what we don't receive.
I am often in the happy position of receiving more material
than can be accommodated, and it is then held over to the next
Edition - so the sooner I get it the more chance it has of being

Grand Charity Grants
During the summer months the following were disbursed:
£23,000.00 shared amongst ten charities : Harvest Trust, London
Narrow Boat Trust, Bag Books (for severe learning disabilities),
Different Strokes,IPSEA (parents with special needs children),
LOOK, Sand Rose Project, Shelter Cymru, Sky Badger, and
National Search and Rescue Dog Association.
Later in the autumn, a further 14 minor grants totalling
£30,500.00 were disbursed to other worthy causes.
Visit http://www.grandcharity.org/news for more details.

“Y Dalaith” on the
Provincial Website
If you have missed earlier copies of this magazine, you can
read them at: http://magazine.southwalesmason.com where
they will be posted one year after their original publication date.
For the weblog, visit: http://blog.southwalesmason.com

included. I work on a "first come, first served" basis, so don't
assume that your contribution will 'get in' even if you submit it
just before the cut-off date.
We are certainly not achieving our full potential in terms of
circulation; with over 7,000 Masons in the Province we should
be reaching more Brethren (surely you cannot get better value
than £1.00 per copy?), as currently we struggle to shift more
than 3,000 copies. I hope we can improve on this figure in 2013,
and Lodges can help by increasing their orders - the PGM's view
is that we should easily be able to sell at least 3,500 (i.e. one
copy for every two Masons). Better still, why not give every
Member a copy through an extra £3 on the Lodge annual
subscription, and put the onus on him to collect it, or where
infirmity prevents this, by personal delivery by the Almoner or
a "buddy" which reassures the recipient that although he cannot
attend, he is not forgotten. Admittedly a few 'country' members
can be reached only by post. Let us not forget our widows, who
may also appreciate this gesture to keep them in touch.
100% circulation happens in at least one other Province.
Recently speaking to a Mason from Surrey now working in South
Wales, I learnt that every subscribing Brother in his Province
receives a copy of the Provincial Magazine by post. I would not
suggest that we go down that route, but I would hope that Lodge
Secretaries and Treasurers will consider our suggestions carefully
- it's too easy to dismiss them on the grounds that "we've never
done this before…." or "the Brethren wouldn't like it…."
May I conclude by wishing you all, on behalf of the Editorial
Committee, a Happy, Healthy, and Successful 2013. I hope you
enjoy this Edition.
Mike Fenton

Submitting Your Copy
The Closing Dates for copy for the next two Issues are:(May 2013 Issue 52)

- Monday $th March 2013

(September 2013 Issue 53) - Monday 1st July 2013
All copy should be sent as early as possible to your local
Reporter. or preferably you can e-mail it directly to me. To ensure
your work has the best possible chance of publication in the next
issue, please don't leave it until the cut-off date. Articles
submitted through either channel should carry the author's name,
contact telephone number and address.
Photographs taken with a good digital camera enhance any
article, and are always welcome. Whilst it is not always possible,
we will do our best to improve poor quality pictures with our
software. BUT please note, since photographs must be
adjusted for colour printing and resized to fit available space
it is vital that they are separated from any text. This will
help me enormously.
Finally, the Editorial Committee hope you will enjoy this issue,
and we thank everyone for their contributions - please keep them
coming. If I have received a story and it is not in this issue, you
have my promise - it will be in the next.
Ed.
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Donation to
Stroke Association

S

By: Mike Fenton
wansea's Old Goreans Lodge
No.7193 is well-known for its
extreme generosity in making
donations to local charities. On 8th
October, W.Bro. Howard Rose, then
current Worshipful Master, presented a
cheque for £1000.00 to the Swansea
Branch of the Stroke Association, to go
towards their initiatives in rehabilitating
local patients recovering from strokes. The
venue was Hazel Court, a modern local
authority-run complex with meeting rooms, refreshment
facilities, and sheltered accommodation. The Swansea Branch
meets there fortnightly, and roughly 20 to 30 people attend the
activities to rediscover their faculties and more importantly, to
regain their confidence and hopefully a normal lifestyle.
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In the photograph are (left to right) W.Bro. Ray Harris (Charity
Steward), Mrs Ellie Rose, Lucy Thomas (Communication
Support Co-ordinator, Stroke Association), Howard, and Phil Crayford
(Lodge DC). The monies were raised
during Howard's year as WM through
proceeds from various events
including the Ladies' Festival, an
Election Night social, and an
Installation Night buffet at the Swansea
Sub-aqua Club.
Howard and Ellie chose the Stroke
Association because his father suffered
a stroke when Junior Warden of the
Lodge, and sadly felt unable to
progress to the Chair of King Solomon
as he suffered memory loss and speech
difficulties as a result.
Lucy thanked the Lodge for its kindness, and announced that she would
be taking part in the Cardiff Half-Marathon a few days later to raise
further funds for her Association. I understand that she completed the
course in a very respectable time - well done Lucy!

Freemasonry in Malta G.C.
By: Mike Fenton
Photos: John Pritchard
ne of Swansea's Worshipful Masters,
W.Bro. John Pritchard of Lodge of St
Cenydd No.6567 is so dedicated to his
undertaking to "make a daily advancement in Masonic
knowledge" that he chose to visit a Lodge building when
on honeymoon in Malta! John and his new wife Elaine
felt they could not leave the Island without making some
effort to find out a little about Maltese Freemasonry and
the building that it
uses
in
Va l e t t a .
John did
not attend a
Regular
L o d g e
meeting,
but
the
G r a n d
Temple is
open to the
public on
Saturdays,
and indeed
guided
tours are
available.
On the day they went, they
were the only visitors and
thus received special treatment, Elaine being invited to try the
Master's chair for size.
Freemasonry in Malta originated
in the 18th century under the
umbrella of the United Grand

O

Lodge of England, the Grand Lodges
of Scotland and Ireland, and a now
defunct French Grand Lodge. Since
2004 jurisdiction of regular
Freemasonry on the Island has been
exercised by the Sovereign Grand
Lodge of Malta. There has since been
a breakaway group styling themselves
the Grand Lodge of Malta, which is
not recognized by UGLE or any other
Masonic authority.
Since Independence in 1964, when
British forces were withdrawn, most existing Lodges were either
relocated to the UK or have since joined the Sovereign Grand
Lodge. One Scottish Lodge - St Andrew No. 966, founded in
1904, remains and reports directly to the Grand Lodge
of Scotland in Edinburgh. The four Irish Lodges
supported
the
formation of the
Sovereign Grand
Lodge,
which
recognizes the three
Craft Degrees and the
Holy Royal Arch as
collectively forming
"the whole of pure
antient freemasonry".
John's photos give
some impression of
the spacious Temple
interior.
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Afan Lodge Remembers Steward
recognise the work he carried out at the church.
An enjoyable evening was had by around 100
people who attended the event. A delicious buffet
was provided by the Ladies, whilst the gentlemen
provided the entertainment. Brethren of the Afan
Lodge 833 attended donating £100.00. W.Bro.Alan
Perry is pictured presenting the cheque to Mrs.
Linda Jones (Bro. Clive's wife) and his daughters
Caroline (on the left) and Victoria (on the right).
The event raised a total of £1010.00 for the Charity
in memory of Bro. Clive.

n the 24th June 2012 St. Theodore's
Church organised a Charitable
Event in memory of Bro. Clive
Jones who was a Senior Steward of the Afan
833 Lodge and a Warden at the Church in
Port Talbot. Bro. Clive bravely suffered for
many years with Lymphoma, before
passing away two years ago. The
parishioners of the Church organised the
fund raising evening to raise money for the
Lymphoma Association Charity and to

S

Singleton Raises Stow Lodge Candidate
By: Peter A Richards

towe Lodge No.9002 was formed in
1981: its membership is open to
former pupils of Stowe School, the
public school near Buckingham. The Lodge
meets three times a year in London, at 10,
Duke Street, St. James's, and once a year, in
late August or early September, they hold
an emergency meeting at the School, by

dispensations from the Metropolitan Grand
Lodge of London and the Province of
Buckinghamshire.You may well ask what all
this has to do with Y Dalaith and the Province
of South Wales. At this year's emergency
meeting on the 30th August, Stowe Lodge
received a request from the Worshipful

Master of Swansea's Singleton Lodge
No.8399 to Raise Bro. Zul Kafeel, who
had been Initiated in the Singleton Lodge
on the 19th March 2012, and Passed on
28th May 2012. This arrangement was
agreeable to Stowe Lodge: indeed it had
been suggested by Past Assistant PGM,
W.Bro. Robert Nettleship, the Chaplain of
Stowe Lodge, as their Candidate for
Raising was unavailable. Bro. Zul was the
first overseas student to join Singleton
Lodge under the university scheme. He is
from Bangalore, India, and is currently
attending Swansea University, pursuing a
Masters in Commercial and Maritime Law.
He is married to Jabeen, who is a dentist,
and they have two children, a three year
old son Kamaal, and an eight month old
daughter Umeizah. Supporting Bro. Zul
from Singleton Lodge were W.Bro. Hugh
Rees, W.Bro. Tony Grey, Bro. Andrew
Grey and Bro. Alistair Veck, and also
W.Bro. John Aylward from Indefatigable
Lodge. Swansea was further represented
by W. Bro Robert J. Nettleship and his
guests W.Bro. D. Gerald Rowbottom,
Beaufort Lodge, and W.Bro Peter A
Richards and W.Bro. K. Roy Wydenbach,

Indefatigable Lodge. Following an
excellent Raising ceremony (Emulation
Working), conducted impeccably by the
Worshipful Master, W Bro. Mark Horlock,
in the Temple Room of the School, a
sumptuous dinner was enjoyed by all, in
the State Dining Room, which was rounded
off by a most erudite and entertaining
speech by the Headmaster.
In the photograph (left to right) are Bro.
Andrew Grey, Bro. Alistair Veck, W.Bro.
Tony Grey, Bro. Zul Kafeel (candidate),
W.Bro. Mark Horlock (WM of Stowe
Lodge, and W.Bro. Hugh Rees.

Hen Bont Veteran (70 Years!)

A

t the September 2012 meeting of the Hen Bont Lodge
No. 4691 at Pontypridd it was announced to all present,
that one of the Lodge's Brethren, Bro. Brynley Gower
Roberts had been initiated in September 1942, thus making him
a member of the Lodge and Freemasonary in general for 70 years.
Bro. Brynley, who is now 96 years old, was a loyal and regular
member of the Lodge until he developed a heart problem which
prevented him attending meetings. He had a pacemaker inserted
in 1983 and the
results were a great
success. He has since
had the pacemaker
changed on a number
of occasions, the
latest being in 1996,
which he informs us,
is still going strong,
some 16 years later,
as normally the life
span of a pacemaker
is 10 years.
The Lodge had made
special arrangements
for Bro Brynley to
attend the September
meeting, so the

By: Mel Gabriel

presentation of the 70
year certificate issued
by the Provincial Grand
Master R.W. Bro Capt.,
Sir Norman Lloyd
Edwards could be made
to him. Unfortunately as
Bro Brynley was afraid
the excitement of the
evening, might upset his
friend (his pacemaker!),
it was decided that the
Senior Past Master of
the Hen Bont Lodge
W.Bro Peter Lane
PPSGW, himself a
veteran of over 60 years
in Freemasonry, would go to the home of Bro Brynley to make
the presentation of his certificate.
W.Bro Peter was, on this occasion accompanied by the Lodge
D.C and Charity Steward W.Bro. Mel Gabriel PPSGD, who also
presented Bro Brynley with a copy of the Provincial History Book,
and some medicine for this special occasion....a bottle of whisky!
Brynley is now the 'senior' Masonic Veteran in South Wales
Province.

W

Keeping the Legend Alive

Bro Gary Marsh, an award-winning author, broadcaster
and journalist by profession, has launched his new book
called 'Guto: Story of the Nos Galan Road Races.'
The book, the first of its kind ever written, is in full colour and is
a comprehensive history of the Nos Galan Road Races, which
went on to become a global phenomenon since their inception in
1958.
The world-famous Nos Galan Road Races, which started in 1958,
are held in Mountain Ash, in the Cynon Valley, each New Year's
Eve, in memory of
legendary Welsh
runner
Griffith
Morgan, best known
as Guto Nythbran.
Born in 1700, Guto
could reputedly catch
a bird in flight and
run from Nythbran
Farm, Llanwonno, to
Pontypridd and back
home before the
kettle boiled. He was
reputedly able to run
10 miles in 45
minutes and 50 yards
in just four seconds!
But his biggest race
saw him beat Prince
of Bedwas in a 12mile race from
Newport, crossing
the line in an amazing
53 minutes.

By: Gary Marsh
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However, this race, at the age of
37, proved to be fatal. At the finish
Guto's girlfriend Sian gave him a
congratulatory slap on the back,
drawing the last breath out of
Guto's aching lungs. He was
buried at St Gwynno's Church,
Llanwonno, where is grave is
visited by thousands of people
from around the world each year.
Gary Marsh is IPM at Aberpennar
Lodge (No 6354) and is wellknown within the Province. He
was initiated at Aberpennar Lodge
Gary Marsh
in 2002 and has since held every
office during his journey to the
Chair of King Solomon.
Guto is the stuff of legends and the interest in his life and those
races which he inspired is phenomenal. Being born and bred in
Mountain Ash, I have grown up surrounded by the tradition of
the Nos Galan Road Races. To write this book has been a labour
of love but it is something I have wanted to do for such a long
time. As well as the life story of Guto, the book also charts the
success of the Nos Galan Road Races from their humble
beginnings to the present day. Through my book I aim to keep
the legend alive.
[Ed's Note:- W. Bro Gary Marsh was a newspaper Editor for 18
years. He has also worked for BBC Wales. During his editorship,
his newspaper, the Cynon Valley Leader, was crowned UK
Community Newspaper of the Year in 1993. 'Guto: Story of the
Nos Galan Road Races' is priced £12.99. It is available by mail
order by calling 07770-302-791, or by Email at
gary.marsh2@hotmail.co.uk]
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News of Albert Edward Prince of Wales Court
By: Becky Timms (Administrator)

n September of last year RMBI Albert
Edward underwent an unannounced
inspection from the "Demetia Care Matters"
Team. The inspector spent the day on our
Dementia Support Unit observing our staff and
how they interacted with residents, which
activities were available and on offer and the
overall feel of the unit. We were extremely pleased
to hear that we have passed the inspection and
have been awarded the coveted 'butterfly service'
status. The RMBI is committed to making its
dementia care service exceptional, and our
substantial investment in dementia care training
for staff over the last three years is now benefiting
the ever-increasing number of people with the
condition who are living in our Homes.
We have been working closely with "Dementia
Care Matters" since 2009, and with a number of
other specialist dementia providers, to deliver our
dementia care training. "Dementia Care Matters"
works with care providers with the aim of

improving the quality of the life experience for people living in care homes - not
only for those residents living with a dementia, but also for the other residents
living in the same home.
The 'Butterfly Service' status is a prestigious nationally recognised kitemark,
awarded by Dementia Care Matters, to identify dementia care homes that are
committed to achieving good quality of life for people living in care homes.
Unannounced visits by trained impartial auditors provide evidence, using a
qualitative observational tool, of whether a care home focuses on providing the
real everyday life experience of people in lounges and dining rooms. Homes that
meet level 3 or above achieve the 'Butterfly Service' status, which means that the
Home is demonstrating exceptional person-centered dementia care.
Porthcawl plays host to the Elvis festival, now in its 9th year,
and our home joins in with the celebrations. Elvis was in the
building - Mike Nova performed to all our residents on the
first morning of the Elvis festival. The town had an influx of
over 30,000 visitors over the weekend. Along with a record
breaking attempt on the morning of the 29th. 625 was the current
record set in Las Vegas by Nike employees. This was followed
the following day with Rob Pendry hosting an Elvis
reminiscence
session. One of our
residents
Jeff
Probert is a great
Elvis fan and even
donned an Elvis wig
and
rhinestone
jacket for the
occasion.
On the 28th of
September 2012 the
home held its soon to
be annual Macmillan Coffee Afternoon. We invited all residents,
staff, families and friends to the event. We would firstly like to
say a great big thank-you to all those who donated cakes and
baked for the event. It was lovely to see everyone dressed in
green. I am please to say that oneof our nurses Mrs Susan
Teaar won the best cake on the day. We had a fantastic chocolate
hamper donated by Mr and Mrs Dodd friends of our resident
Mrs Marion Jones, this was won on the day by Marion's
daughter Meryl. We managed to raise £332.91 for Macmillan.
This is a great total for our first coffee afternoon and we hope
next year's will be just as successful.
Many of our residents are still very keen to support charities
and this is the second charity we have managed to support this
year. Earlier on in the year many of our staff and residents
raced around the bowling green for Sport Relief.
Our pictures show Mr Gwyn Evans at our Macmillan Coffee
Afternoon, and 'Elvis' with Mr Jeff Probert and Mrs Joan Blow.
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Industria Cambriensis Lodge
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By: Jeff Belt

n Sunday 8th July the W. Master of Industria Cambrensis
Lodge No. 6700, and his wife Gillian, hosted a Lodge
Ladies' Summer luncheon at the Bear Hotel Cowbridge.
The lunch was well supported by over 70 attendees comprising
Brethren of the Lodge, their guests, both Masons and non-Masons
and their ladies. The guests of honour were the wives of (past)
members.
The day dawned bright and sunny, quite a relief after the miserable

the formal afternoon was provided by the harmony of W.Bro.
Ray Pye who sang three unaccompanied songs to his usual
high standard, which were thoroughly enjoyed by the attendees.
A number of Masons and guests then retired to the patio to
continue the afternoon socializing.
Summer we were experiencing, enabling the Brethren and guests
to enjoy pre-luncheon drinks in the sunny patio area.
Prior to lunch the W. Master's wife, Gillian, formally welcomed
everyone and delivered an excellent and witty speech pointing
out the contribution our ladies make to our Masonic life and
how deserved they were of "at least a lunch"!!!! The speech
was well received and then one of the visitors responded on
behalf of the attendees and especially the guests of honour.
There then followed a three course luncheon, and a novel end to

Masonic Golf
Society Names New
President
By: Ralph Jones
ince the formation of our held to elect a new President.
Society in 2001 RW Bro.
Six names appeared on the
Hywel Davies PPrGM has ballot paper and there were
been our President. He has been 21 members present.
a leader who has been totally
The Captain, David
supportive of all our events and Hughes, announced that all
aims, and during this
members had
time we have donated
voted for the same
over £34,000 to local
candidate- Gerald
good causes.
Walter Davis, a
Every year at our
founder member
AGM when we
of the Society.
announce the Society
This was greeted
Champion he is
with applause
always present to
The handover
hand over the
will take place at
magnificent trophy
our AGM meeting
Gerald Davis
he donated. So it was
at the end of
with great regret that we heard October at Southerndown
recently that he wished to stand Golf Club when we can say
down as our President, which he our "thank you" to Hywel
is doing in order to to spend more and welcome Gerald as our
time with his family.
new President.
The Society reluctantly agreed [See page 9 for AGM
to his request.
account, (which has now
Recently we held one of our taken place- Ed.]
monthly meetings, this time at
Pontardawe, when a ballot was

S

The ladies' luncheon is now an established part of the Industria
Cambrensis calendar and is especially enjoyed by the wives of
past members, as it gives them an ideal opportunity to keep in
touch with their husband's Lodge. It is also one of the few
occasions when Masonic and non-masonic friends can socialize
together, and most importantly, one of the few occasions when
the wives and partners of Masons can meet to make new friends
and cement existing Masonic friendships.
It proved to be a very successful day and a good time was had
by all.

Pontypridd Masons Lay
Remembrance Wreath

T

he photograph below shows W BRo. Mal Williams
about to lay a Remembrance Day wreath on behalf
of all the Pontypridd Masons at a local ceremony.
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"Freemasonry in the Community"
Photos by: Anthony Howell
Exhibition

uring the month of September
an exhibition was held at the
Pontypridd Museum highlighting
the history of Freemasonry in
Pontypridd and the charitable works
carried out by the Pontypridd Lodges.
The "Freemasonry in the Community"
Initiative is not new as the original idea
was launched in 2002 and a similar
exhibition was held at the same venue
that summer.
However, on this occasion it was
decided not only to display some of the
Lodge Banners from the Temple and Lodge Masters' Boards, but
also to give the general public an insight into the regalia, jewels
and artefacts in use
during
Lodge
ceremonies. It was
perhaps a little like
'raising the lid off'
some
of
the
misconceptions
surrounding
Freemasonry and
providing the general
public with hopefully
a more expansive
view of exactly what
Freemasonry is all
about.
A perfect example of
this was a comment
made by one visitor to
the exhibition who
stated that the only
thing he knew about Freemasons was that they greeted one another
with funny handshakes and wore their trouser legs rolled up!
He was genuinely surprised to learn that
Freemasons contribute so much to local
charitable organisations and give donations to
"Feed the Homeless", local hospitals and
various other organisations within the
community.
He was completely unaware that Freemasons
are second only to the National Lottery in giving
money to Charities and that large sums of
money were donated to help relieve the distress
of disasters all around the world including 9/
11 and the earthquakes in Christchurch, New
Zealand. The comment made was 'Why don't we highlight this
more?' Very true. Why don't we?
Two Open Days were also held for anyone interested in learning
more
about
Freemasonry to look
around the Pontypridd
Masonic Hall. We had
only a few visitors to
the Open Days but
those who did found it
very enlightening
particularly
the
Temple and the highly
decorative ceiling.
The Provincial Grand
Master, Captain Sir
Norman
LloydEdwards, took time out of his busy schedule to visit the Masonic
Hall on one of the Open Days and later visited the exhibition.
Captain Sir Norman was provided with a tour of the Masonic
Hall where he learned of some of the works which had been carried
out. Indeed, as the Banners had been taken down to the Pontypridd
Museum it gave the Masonic Hall Company the opportunity to

re-decorate the Temple, providing a
fresher look. The Provincial Grand
Master expressed his praise to the staff
at the Pontypridd Museum and the
number of splendid exhibits on display.
A Loving Cup, presented to the Merlin
Lodge No. 1578 in 1882 by W.Bro.
Richard Male, WM, was exhibited, and
used to be displayed at every
Installation meeting. It was also
displayed at the end of the formal
proceedings and was passed around the
Bretheren to partake of its contents
usually either whiskey or
sherry. This practice no longer
takes place. More the shame!
The curator of the Pontypridd
Museum, Brian Davies and
his staff, investigated the
origin of the Loving Cup by
identifying the hallmark.
The staff found that the
Loving Cup was actually
made nearly 100 years prior
to it being donated to the
Merlin Lodge in 1786.
During the summer recess
work was undertaken in the Library at the Masonic Hall. Prior to
work being carried out, a framed photograph was found under
the wall seating. The photograph was covered in dust and had
obviously lain there out of sight for a number of years. When it
was dusted and given a good clean, the photograph turned out to
be that of the very first Worshipful Master of the Merlin Lodge
No.1578, W.Bro. J.E. Price in 1876. Now that the exhibition is
over, the framed photograph will have pride of place in the
Masonic Hall.
The Working Committee wish to thank all those who provided
the many splendid exhibits such as
framed long service certificates,
Past Masters' jewels, regalia and
various photographs and books.
Also, our grateful thanks to all
Lodge Secretaries and Charity
Stewards for their input into
making the exhibition worthwhile.
Our grateful thanks also to the
Caerphilly
and
Bargoed
"Freemasonry in the Community"
Working Committee, especially
W.Bro. Terry Scarfe, Committee Chairman. They provided us
with helpful advice and gave us their unstinting support in our
efforts.
It is the intention of the Working Committee that this will be our
first step in highlighting the work of "Freemasonry in the
Community".
It is envisaged that with the support of all seven Lodges in
Pontypridd, we shall attempt to advertise at every opportunity
the charitable works undertaken by Worshipful Masters and their
Lodges in our
Community. It is also
our intention to have
a stall at the Big Bite
next summer in
Pontypridd
Ynysyngharad Park.
Make a note in your
diary and come and
visit us.

Bridgend Masonic Golf Society News
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now obligated and installed in
a fine manner. Gerald thanked
all the members for the honour
By: Ralph Jones - Secretary and promised to continue the
t was a fine, but bitterly cold day for the 22 members playing good work and support given
in our final event of 2012. The Southerdown course was in to the Society by our first
excellent condition and as a result we had a good number of President Hywel Davies.
high scores.
Next we installed the Captain
The evening presentation was attended by 27 members. Nearest for 2013 and Phil Howell,
the pin was won by Roger David (Adare Lodge) and longest drive having been nominated by
by John Mitchell (Morganwg). The overall winner of the day, with Ewenny Lodge, successfully
36 pts, was Paul Davies (Glanogwr Lodge) and Glanogwr Lodge passed a Board of Past Captains
won the best lodge of the day.
and was duly installed by
This year, the overall champion is the youngest member of the current Captain, David Hughes.
Society, Dr. Barrie Goode (Glanogwr Lodge).He has only been The first task of the new Captain was to thank the outgoing
playing for 2 years and has seen his handicap come down from 28 Captain for leading us so well this year despite all the problems
to 14 ( but it will be 12 next year). He is the first member of we had encountered in arranging the fixtures, due to the heavy
Glanogwr to win the trophy and was the clear winner by
rainfall experienced. We had again welcomed 3 new
20 points. In second place was another Glanogwr member
members and have another 3 waiting to join next year, so
- Paul Davies with 155 points and in 3rd place was Phil
the future looks bright,
Howell (Ewenny Lodge) with 153 points.
Captain Phil then called the AGM and the first task was
It was no surprise when the Major D. Trophy winner for
to elect a Captain for 2014. Under the rotation system, it
the best lodge was announced, it was Glanogwr Lodge who this was now the turn of Glanogwr to nominate and Gino Cocco was
year have dominated this section. The new Society President, duly elected. The Secretary was re-elected.
Gerald Walter Davis, presented the trophy to the Lodge Captain It was agreed that the £300.00 collected during the year from
Ralph Jones. Other team members are Dr. Barrie Goode, Dr. lost balls, fines etc. be donated to "Heal the Wounds". Glyn Watts
Andrew Davies, Dyfrig Edwards, Gino Cocco, Paul Davies, Dr. Jones was thanked for donating the monthly prize of a bottle of
Andrew Davies and Brian Marling.
fine whisky.
The Paul Porter Trophy for Clubman of the Year was then presented Further donations were agreed to Provincial. Grand Chapter (2013
to the winner, our Captain elect Phil Howell ((Ewenny). He is a Festival) - £500.00, Good Neighbours Club- £300.00, KYPC
worthy winner and this award was welcomed £300.00, Heronsbridge Special Needs School - £150.00, Disabled
by all members.
Fishing Assoc.- £250.00 , Penyfai Scouts Assoc.- £100.00, Kenfig
It was now time to welcome and install our Hill Scouts Assoc.- £100.00, Hafal Mental Health Assoc. new President- Gerald Walter Davis (Ewenny £200.00.
Lodge). The members had elected Gerald at The total now donated since 2001 is £38,345.00
our last meeting in Pontardawe and he was Next year's Open Day is On Friday, 5th July 2013.

Glanogwr Take Main Prizes at AGM

I

Founder's Jewel Returns to
Henry Pendrill Charles
Lodge After 96 Years

S

ue Rumens from London and Jenny Kettering from
Brighton, the granddaughters of the late W.Bro. Sidney
Williams, who was the first Master in 1916 of the Henry
Pendrill Charles Lodge No.3769 in Caerphilly, made contact via
the Provincial Office, to inform the Lodge that they had found
W.Bro. Sidney's Founder's Jewel and felt that it should be returned
to the Lodge. They also very kindly offered to travel to Caerphilly
to hand over the jewel personally.
Consequently, on the 21st August, the sisters arrived at the Masonic
Hall Caerphilly, to be warmly welcomed by the Worshipful Master,
W.Bro. Lee Sanders, together with senior members of the Lodge.
The Ladies were
taken to view
Caerphilly Castle
and the Tommy
Cooper
statue,
before returning to
the Lodge for lunch.
This memorable
occasion
was
concluded with
boththe
granddaughters
presenting
the
Founders Jewel to
the
Worshipful
Master.
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Uncle's Past Master's Jewel

Bro. Cliff Rose MBE, PPrSGW is seen presenting me
with his Past Master's Jewel from the Old Goreans
Lodge which he received in October 1979 He was
unable to attend our Installation Ceremony on Sat.13th October
due to a severe fall on 27th July which resulted in a hip
replacement at Morriston Hospital, and he is now making a slow
recovery at Gorseinon Hospital. He hoped to return to his home
in Brynmill, Swansea during the final weeks of October.
Cliff was Organist of the Old Goreans Lodge for over 33 years
and was honoured by the PG.M in June at Barry when he was

D

Letter to the Editor
from an "Exile"

ear W Bro Fenton, May I briefly introduce myself. My
name is Dr Viv Thomas and I am currently Dep PGM of
the Prov of Northamptonshire & Huntingdonshire.
I was, in my main professional life, a Dr in the RAF, but during a
brief period away from the RAF I was in General Practice in my
home town of Port Talbot. Whilst there, I became a joining member
of Afan Lodge, but before that time, whilst working as a Dr at Neath
General I used to do locum work for Dr Len Trott, then unknown as
a Mason to me, as I had not then joined the Craft. My Mother Lodge
is still in Germany, but I have been in the Prov of Northants & Hunts
since 1987.
Earlier this year, I was in Cardiff on business and was able to visit,
for the first time, the Masonic Centre and attend a meeting of the
Associated Engineers' Lodge, where I was so well-received and I
was also privileged to be presented with a copy of "The Reason
Why". I was subsequently sent a copy of "Y Dalaith" with an article
in there relating to that visit. On reading the whole magazine, which
is, by the way, a brilliant production, I realised that I recognised
many mentioned, as well as knowing of several of the Lodges.
The reason for this missive, therefore, is to ask if I can become a

By: Howard Rose
promoted from PPr G Organist
to his current rank, and W.Bro.
Phil Crayford PrG.StB, who is
the current D.C. of the Old
Goreans and a personal friend of
W.Bro. Howard for over 40
years, kindly stood in for Cliff
and presented the Past Master's
Jewel to his Nephew during the Installation Ceremony at the Swansea
Masonic Hall.
subscriber? It would allow me to keep in touch with my homeland
and is also of interest to my wife, who hails from Pontllranfraith
and is also a Past Master of her Lodge(we are a very Masonic
household!!).
I would be grateful if you could let me know how I can be recorded,
to whom and for how much my cheque needs to be sent etc.
Thank you for reading a plea from afar - part of my response
frequently at Festive Boards is to assure the Brethren that whilst I
am in exile, I am in this foreign land on much-needed missionary
work!!
I look forward to hearing from you
With kind regards
V.W.Bro. Dr. Viv Thomas
[Editor's Note: I have replied to V.W.Bro. Viv and thanked him
for his kind remaks. We are delighted to accede to his request to
be put on our "mailing list" so that he can receive his own copy
on a regular basis. Other readers outside South Wales but within
the UK may like to know that they too can join the list - just
£6.00 per year will entitle them to receive three copies by post.
If you are interested, please contact our Treasurer Graham
Wilcox (grahamjwilcox@ntlworld.com) and our Distribution
Manager Graham Evans (grahamgevans@rocketmail.com), and
they will do the rest].

APGM is Patron
of "Lift Appeal"

A

Photo by: Anthony Howell
ssistant Provincial Grand Master
W.Bro. Rev. Alistair Swinford has
become patron of the Cardiff
Masonic Hall Lift Fund Appeal.
The appeal to install a passenger lift at a
cost of £40,000.00 is
already well under
way with £4,700.00
raised to date and
many more pledges
of substantial
donations have been
made.
As Patron, W.Bro.
Alistair has
undertaken to spread the word. "Cardiff
Masonic Hall is a wonderful building, but
with so many of our Brethren finding the
magnificent staircase an arduous task to
climb, I believe the Lift Fund is an
excellent cause and I encourage all Lodges
to offer support."
While some Lodges have made direct
donations, others have nominated the fund
to receive raffle proceeds. Members can
expect to see plenty of initiatives aimed
at helping swell the Lift Fund but are
encouraged to get involved and step
forward with their own ideas. One way
of contributing is to join the "100 Club"
which will be handing over all money
raised until the target is raised. Individual
members can contribute to the dedicated
Lift Fund account via the office or by
visiting cardiffmasonichall.co.uk

I

Lodge of St Cenydd
Donates to Ty Olwen
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n 23rd October, the Lodge of St. Cenydd
No.6567 made a donation from its Charity
Funds to the Ty Olwen Trust, which
administers a hospice for cancer patients within the
grounds of Morriston Hospital in Swansea. Lodge
Secretary W.Bro. Derek Bowden PPrJGW handed
over a cheque for £200.00 to the Trust
representatives in the presence of W.Bro. Dr. Y B
Mathur, PPrJGD, a Trustee and retired GP who acts
as the "link man" between Swansea Lodges and the
Trust.
In the photograph are (left to right: "YB", Mrs Helen
Murray (Trust Chairman), Derek, and Paul Murray (Deputy Chairman).

New Chairman
for SMHC

books to 'keep the ship afloat'. Increased
outlay for building maintenance, council
tax, insurance, utility bills, food, and drink
etc mean that the income from Lodges,
wansea Masonic Hall Company Ltd Chapters and other Masonic units will
has announced that its Chairman for have to be kept under critical review.
many years, W.Bro. Frank Langford A 'straw poll' indicates that many Masons
PGStB, current Master of
using the St Helen's Road
Beaufort Lodge No. 3834 (for
facilities are on fixed incomes
the second time) has decided
and can ill-afford any further
to stand down, and his place
increase in charges on top of
will be taken by W.Bro. Peter
those recently imposed, which
Williams, a Past Master of
have driven some diners away
Doric Lodge No. 5968. Every
- they would prefer the
Swansea Lodge holds
Company to make economies
nominal shares in the
in the running costs of the
Company, and is entitled to
establishment, and to explore
elect one member to serve its
ways of minimising high food
interests on the Board.
wastage.
Peter is an accountant by
Peter Williams
All Swansea Brethren wish
profession, and he takes over
Peter well in his very
the reins at a critical time: he must wrestle demanding new role.
with the serious problem of balancing the

S

Richard Presents
History Book to St
Teilo Lodge

n recent years it has been the practice of Beaufort Lodge No.
3834 to visit the St
Teilo Lodge No.
4755, in the Province
of West Wales, which
meets in the Masonic
Hall, Harries Avenue,
Llanelli.
After last June's
meeting, at the festive
board, W.Bro. Richard
Pelzer PPrGReg made
a personal gift to the
Lodge of St Teilo, of a
copy of "The Reason
Why", the South Wales
Province's History Book.
W. Bro Alun Littlejohns,
WM of St Teilo, was
delighted to receive the
volume, and thanked
Richard warmly.
The photographs show
Richard (left) making the
presentation to Alun, and the inscription inside the volume.
[Yet more valuable missionary work! - Ed.]

www.lodgeandchapter.com

Showroom open in Swansea
Quality Masonic Regalia Available for all orders
Gloves £3.99 a pair (Limited Offer)
Buy online at :
www.lodgeandchapter.com
The Business Centre, 1-5 Peniel Green Road,
Llansamlet, Swansea. SA7 9AP
Tel : 01792 310110 Mob : 07970614073
Open : 9.00 am to 5.00 pm Monday - Friday
Or any other time by appointment
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Masonic Motoring

his edition's column explores the motoring history of our
Assistant Provincial Grand Master, WBro Paul R. Marshall
OBE, whose interest in cars was sparked at an early age,
his father a director of James Howell, who held all the BMC
franchises, and so had a new car every
six months, giving Paul a complete
experience of the whole BMC range at
that time.
His own first car was a Riley Elf (a mini
variant that your writer raced in times
past) with a Downton conversion,
giving a significant power boost.
Married life brought a series of sedate
saloons although Paul sneaked a
Triumph 2.5 PI and Daimler Double
Six into the range ! Urges for power
and performance could not be
suppressed, and he bought a Lotus Elite 504, gently kidding his
wife Margaret that - as it had two seats in the rear - it was really
a family car ! The pretence lasted about six weeks before a real
family saloon was added !
The first excursion into classic cars was a throw back to days of
youth, and in
1998
two
Riley Elfs
joined the
fleet - one of
very
low
mileage and
Paul showed
it, winning
prizes, before
graduating to
a Daimler
250 V8, also

By: Roger Gale

exceptional and won many prizes, joining the Daimler Double
Six Coupe, used on "Regularity" Rallies, where navigation and
precise timing are all important. On its very first rally the engine
blew up in Poitiers en route for the Basque Rally, necessitating
competing in a hired Renault Laguna
! "Not one of my greatest motoring
experiences" says Paul !
Paul and Margaret persevered with
Regularity Rallying, buying a
Llantwit Fardre built Gilbern Genie, a
great car but had bone hard rear
suspension, which on Ireland's roads
succeeded in loosening teeth fillings
on many occasions, so it had to go !
In common with many keen
enthusiasts they admit to never
actually winning a rally, confessing
that they tend to enjoy the social side a little too much to ever
be serious contenders. That said, they have led quite a few
days of competition and taken a couple of team prizes, to keep
that vital spark of enthusiasm.! Despite the alternative attractions
for younger enthusiasts such as track days at race circuits such
as the awesome "Nordschliefe" at Nurburgring (also driven by
your writer in a huge 4x4, much to the terror of my navigator
Veronica !) or a boozy weekend at Le Mans, the best Classic
events such as The Rally of the Tests, or Classic Marathon - the
first long distance rally through Europe in 1988 (for which I
produced the Road Book and - if you see the BBC documentary
of the rally - nearly ran over the Lord Mayor of London at the
Tower Bridge start !) survive and are keenly contested.
Paul in time part-exchanged the Daimler 250 V8 for a 1964
Gordon Keeble Gk1, that had been totally restored to original
specification at a cost of over £100k! One of only 100 made, in
its day an extremely rare exotic and expensive British sports
car, and was deservedly invited to the Cartier Concours at the
Goodwood Festival of Speed two years in succession. It didn't
win but gave its owners two of the finest weekends of hospitality
ever enjoyed in the company of some of the finest cars in the
world. Sadly Gordon Keebles could be fickle machines - Paul's
Niece used it for her wedding at York Minster but when it was
time to leave for the reception, as he tried to select reverse to
swing round
and drive off,
the retaining
pin snapped
and reverse
gear was no
longer an
option ! In
typical 'never
say die' rally
fashion he
managed to manoeuvre it out, and then drove all the way back
to Cardiff without using reverse.
It was, however, not much use for rallying, and too precious
for driving into ditches, so he bought a 1973 BMW 2002 for
that purpose (well, the former planned, the latter usually not !)
It has turned out to be perfection not only is it reasonably quick,
it is comfortable, reliable and - as a driver well knows if he
wishes a peaceful navigator - has a boot which will take all the
dear wife's clothes for a week! Prior to this Paul had got carried
away at an auction and bought a Ferrari 400i. (as you do !).
This was also a little skittish and being a fiery Italian, kept
starting electrical fires in the passenger footwell ! Not best
pleasing to a navigating Margaret ! Inevitably perhaps, a change
of Ferrari ensued…the 400i replaced by a Ferrari 456, a much
better proposition and son David (now a Master Mason of
Wenallt Lodge) joined Paul for several continental tours in it.
To drive a Ferrari in Italy is an experience - everybody waves,
Lorry drivers give way, and hotels park you right outside the
front door. Forza !
There was however one more major motoring itch to scratch -

continued on page 13...

...continued from page 12
to lay hands on a Bentley. So the Keeble and the Ferrari 456
were sold, and a Bentley Continental R Mulliner duly whispered
into the Marshalls' lives. This was the top end of the Continental
R range, with a 6.75 turbocharged 420bhp motor, and is, in Pauls
opinion, the ultimate driving experience, a match for the Ferrari
at the top end, but with ultimate comfort and surprising road
holding for such a large car. It has swept the Marshalls
majestically through four continental tours, two Monaco Historic
Grand Prix meetings, and - as a Bentley should from time to
time - blasted down the Route Napoleon, through the Verdun
Gorge and over the Col De Turini, never missing a beat.
With due consideration to his dear Margaret's insistence that a
four door car is also necessary, he gave in (but kept some passion
for Italian flair) by buying a Maserati Quattroporte for daily
use. Although admitting that it is a little unpredictable (like all
Italians) it has looks to die for and yet you can still park it in
Sainsbury's without incident ! With our banks in rather a state
and interest rates (remember them ?!) pathetic, well the more
exotic vehicles tend to hold their value and in some cases can
yield healthy profits. So what better form of investment than
something you can drive and enjoy says Paul !.
Returning to the passion for
rallying, Paul & Margaret have
amassed
considerable
experience, including the 1990
Norwich Union Classic, and
the Benson and Hedges Classic
runs, taking third in Coventry
in 1992 and winning the
Swansea event in 1993. In
1995 the Basque Classic was
contested, a regularity event
promoted by Roger Dealey of
Claret and Classics fame (I can
attest that Roger knows how to
suitably combine motorsport
and social mayhem!) and have
done at least one rally every
year since, alternating between
France, Ireland and Spain,
competing on the Tour of
Ireland eight times, nine
Conquest French rallies, and
three of Roger Dealey's unsurpassed Spanish events.
The beauty of them is that you do not need any great
modifications to take part. A stopwatch and a set of speed tables
will get you going. Electronic measuring devices which calculate
average speeds are mostly banned ! The current vogue is for
smaller rallies as with up to 12 cars they can be run in the UK
over a weekend, and are highly social events with good food,
wine and company. The other regular motoring excursion is a
biennial trip to Monaco for the Grand Prix Historique, usually a
party of 8 in 4 cars, taking about 4 days to drive down in spirited
yet convivial style, usually away from the Autoroutes, and

Old Goreans' Generosity

S

By: Mike Fenton
wansea's Old Goreans Lodge No. 7193 is well-known
for its extreme generosity in making donations to local
charities. On 8th October,
W.Bro. Howard Rose, the then
current WM, presented a cheque for
£1000.00 to the Swansea Branch of
the Stroke Association, to go towards
their initiatives in rehabilitating local
patients recovering from strokes.
The venue was Hazel Court, a
modern local authority-run complex
with meeting rooms, refreshment
facilities,
and
sheltered
accommodation. The Swansea
Branch meets there fortnightly and
roughly 20 to 30 people attend the activities to rediscover their
faculties and more importantly, to regain their confidence and
hopefully a normal lifestyle.
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always with a day's driving in the Alps over the Route
Napoleon, Verdun Gorge, the Col Du Turini and
finishing up with the Corniche along the Riviera. Driving
paradise! On this year's trip as the convoy was descending the
1500 metre drop down the Turini to the Mediterranean at a
more than respectable lick the other three cars ( including an
Audi R8) were overtaken by a Frenchman on a bike! He tried
to get past the Bentley but it was a bit too wide for him. Mon
Dieu Monsieur !
The Historique GP runs on the F1 course, featuring the whole
spectrum of motor racing, from ERA's, Bugatti, BRM , Vanwall
, Lola, and Ferrari's, to the 1980 F1 cars. Despite astronomical
values they are driven competitively, winning vital. Pre-race
it's possible to wander the pits, touch cars and chat with
mechanics and drivers. There are always some big ticket
auctions held and a 1950's Ferrari has changed hands for 5
million Euros. Practice is on Friday and Saturday, seven races
on Sunday. The atmosphere and noise is tremendous,
competition fierce and because of the wide variety of
competitors overtaking is routine. Despite the fact that the race
takes place on public roads there is nowhere you can stand and
see it for nothing. There is plenty of stand accommodation at
about 150 Euros but a tip is to get into the Fairmont Hotel where
for £100 you get the roof stand
overlooking the famous
"Station Hairpin" and lunch
with inclusive wine - though
there is a temptation - nay,
necessity ! - to miss a couple of
races around lunchtime !. For
the Formula 1 week you can
only book a room overlooking
the hairpin for the week and it
costs 22,000 Euros! Not for
nothing
did
Somerset
Maugham describe Monte
Carlo as "A sunny place, for
shady people". The place to
stay is Villefranche Sur Mer a
few miles up the coast and
travel into Monte Carlo by train
which is significantly cheaper
than Monaco! The tradition is
to stay in a little hotel
overlooking the harbour, and as
there is no car park to park in the street - with the Bentley, a
Ferrari 430, an R8 and a rare Mercedes convertible it is perhaps
the only time you might see a hotel where the cars outside were
worth more than the building!
My thanks to Paul for sharing his passion with readers, much
of which I also share, and in a future edition I hope to bring
you news and pictures of a very rare and prized Ferrari racing
car, that sits quietly with a Mason not far away…recalling its
life at Le-Mans and elsewhere…

In the photograph are (left to right) W.Bro. Ray Harris (Charity
Steward), Mrs Ellie Rose, Lucy Thomas (Communication
Support Co-ordinator, Stroke Association), Howard, and Phil
Crayford (DC). The monies were raised during Howard's year
as WM through proceeds from various events including the
Ladies' Festival, an Election Night
social, and an Installation Night buffet
at the Swansea Sub-aqua Club.
Howard and Ellie chose the Stroke
Association because his father
suffered a stroke when Junior Warden
of the Lodge, and sadly felt unable to
progress to the Chair of King Solomon
as he suffered memory loss and speech
difficulties as a result.
Lucy thanked the Lodge for its
kindness, and announced that she
would be taking part in the Cardiff
Half-Marathon a few days later to raise further funds for her
Association. I understand that she completed the course in a
very respectable time - well done Lucy!
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50 Years and 50 Minutes

he October meeting of Swansea's Dyffryn Tawe Lodge
No. 6056, the first in its 2012/13 Masonic Year, was
highly-memorable for several reasons.
Firstly, there was an Initiation ceremony conducted by W.Bro.
Peter Langton IPM who stood in for absent WM David Shannon,
whose business commitments prevented him from attending.
Peter's team of officers conducted the ceremony with great style
and warmth, and I'm sure the Initiate Mr (now Brother) Gerald
Phillips was impressed even if he didn't fully understand exactly
what was going on; as we all know, things will become clearer
to him, as he watches others go through their own Initiations.
On the second rising, Bro. Secretary reported the receipt from
Provincial Grand Lodge of a 50-year Service to Freemasonry
Certificate, granted by the Rt.W.PGM Captain Sir Norman Lloyd
Edwards, to be presented to the Lodge's senior Past Master
W.Bro. Gwilym Jones PPrSGW. Guest of honour W.Bro. Roy
Woodward PSGD, Assistant Provincial Grand Master, then rose
to read the citation, following which he gave a précis of Gwilym's
illustrious Masonic and personal careers.
Gwilym was initiated into Dyffryn Tawe Lodge in September
1962. As was customary in those days, it was some 17 years
before he progressed to the Chair of King Solomon, becoming
WM in 1979. In Provincial
Grand Lodge he was appointed
PPrJGD in 1984, promoted to
PPrJGW in 2001, and finally
to the highest possible past
rank of PPrSGW in 2010. He
is currently Lodge Chaplain.
Roy describes him as "the
greatest Grand Lodge Officer
Dyffryn Tawe never had",
which is a magnificent
accolade. Also a member of
Lord Swansea Lodge, Gwilym
was a Steward from 1984 to
2001, becoming the Lodge's
Junior Warden in 2001 after he
received his Provincial
promotion.
In Royal Arch Masonry,
Gwilym was exalted in Virtue
and Hope Chapter No. 237 in
1965 and joined Glantawe Chapter No. 5378 shortly after its
foundation in 1968; he became First Principal in 1982. His first
Provincial rank was PPrGSwdB, to be followed by promotion
to PPrGReg at a later date.
Gwilym is in great demand as a highly-accomplished responder
at the Festive Board, and he is rightly at the top of every WM's
'wish list'.
Outside Freemasonry, Gwilym is the retired Headmaster of St.
Helen's School Swansea (the staff and pupils have fond memories
of him, and he still receives a card each year from them). He is
a Past Chairman of Swansea Schools FA, and of Morriston
PROBUS Club.
He has been married to his dear wife Dorothy for 58 years and
acknowledges the invaluable support
and encouragement she gives in
everything he does. The couple have
two daughters, of whom they are
immensely proud; Helen is a
Consultant Anaesthetist, Clinical
Director and Associate Medical
Director at Great Western Hospital,
Swindon; and Elaine, a Pharmacist,
was awarded a Doctorate by London
University, and now works as a VicePresident in the Glaxo Smith-Kline
Pharmaceutical Company in North
Carolina, USA ("so you now know
who to go to for your aspirins!" said
Roy). Grandson Jack is currently a
vey
promising
student
at
Marlborough College.
After giving this potted life story, Roy

By: Mike Fenton
very kindly delegated the actual
presentation of the Certificate to
Gwilym's very dear and long-standing
friend W.Bro. Stuart Seabourne
PPrSGW, like Gwilym a renowned
responder at Festive Boards. Stuart held
his emotions in check, and recalled that
he had known Dorothy for even longer
than Gwilym, as they attended the same
junior school together. He was most
grateful for the opportunity to play an
important part in the proceedings.
Next, the Lodge's mandated Grand
Lodge Officer W.Bro. Gerald
Rowbottom PAGDC, the Province's Mentoring Officer, was
invited to make a presentation of a Veteran's Lapel Pin,
personally gifted by W.Bro. John F E Davies, to Gwilym,
emphasising how much-loved and respected he was (and
is)throughout the Swansea area and beyond.
It was now Gwilym's turn to respond; clearly a deeply-emotional
evening for him, but with true professionalism he kept his
feelings in check. He thanked everyone for their kind words
and support, and Roy called
for three hearty cheers, even
if that might not have been
part of strict Masonic
procedure. A rapturous
standing ovation followed.
Thus a brand-new Mason,
with less than one hour's
service in the Craft, was
sharing the limelight with
someone of 50 years'
experience, which must have
been unforgettable for him.
We repaired to the Festive
Board where the Entered
Apprentice's Song was due to
be performed. I asked who
the soloist was to be - but
found out that the person the
Lodge originally had in mind
could not attend. I playfully
asked Roy if he could sing, and to my surprise he indicated that
he had sung in choirs and would come to the Lodge's aid
provided the words were available; they were, and Roy gave
an excellent rendition (he was delightful to accompany), saying
that he hoped this wouldn't get too widely known in the
Province! Well Brethren, I'm putting my Masonic career on
the line for reporting this - but I feel that Roy's spirit of
helpfulness and his fine performance should receive due
recognition. Certainly in years to come, few Initiates like Bro.
Gerald Phillips will be able to match his boast that an Assistant
PGM sang his Song on his very first evening in Freemasonry!
No prizes for guessing who responded to the Visitors' Toast yes, it was Stuart Seabourne, who despite the very short notice,
did so with his customary, suitable mixture of sincerity and
mirth, managing again to keep his emotions under control when
speaking about Gwilym.
There was yet another surprise. Peter Langton made a final
presentation , on behalf of the Lodge, of a magnificent inscribed
decanter, which deeply touched Gwilym, and he made a suitable
brief speech of gratitude.
Thus ended a highly memorable evening, epitomising all that
is good in Freemasonry; a warm and sincere welcome to
Swansea's newest Mason, the celebration of a truly outstanding
Veteran's Masonic and personal life, the delightful company of
several legendary eminent guests, and an all-pervading spirit
of friendship, enjoyment and goodwill in each other's company.
It is an evening I will never forget, and I feel very lucky to have
been present to participate.
Many congratulations, Gwilym!
The central photograph shows (L to R) W.Bros. Paul Bunyan
(Acting PrGStwd), Gerald Rowbottom, Gwilym, Stuart, Roy,
and Tim Clark (Acting PrGADC) .

A Unique "Double"

O

By: Basil George
n Tuesday 23 October members of Ewenny Lodge
No.8485 witnessed a rare event, when two men,
Mr Fred Hockridge and Mr Adam George-Weaver,
both 26 years old and friends since school, were initiated
into the Lodge. Their fathers - Bro Fred Hockridge and Bro
Gareth Weaver, and their grandfathers - W.Bro. David Keen
and W.Bro. Basil George are also current members of the
Lodge.
David conducted the
obligations while
Basil presented the
candidates with their
EA aprons.
W.M. Ian John
invited both fathers
to be the first to congratulate their sons,
followed by both
grandfathers. This
ceremony was quite
unique in the Lodge's history and members were lucky to
have as a guest the photographer Bro. Keith
1 E Morgan, to
record the proceedings. The photos show: (1) standing left
to right - Bro Fred Hockridge, Bro Fred Hockridge senior,
Bro Gareth Weaver, Bro Adam George-Weaver; seated l to r
- W.Bro David Keen and W.Bro. Basil George. (2):- The
team on the night with W.Bro Gerald Davies, the Grand
Lodge Officer.

Doric Lodge No.5968
Raises £2,000 in
"African" Evening
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By: Mahmood Poptani
he Serengeti comprises 30,000 square kilometres in North
Tanzania, and includes a major national park and several
game reserves. One warm evening in June 2011 Africa came
to the Connaught Hall Swansea. The room was decorated in true
African splendour, with the predominant colour of black and white.
There seemed to be a herd of zebras and other wild animals, such
was the decor of the room. The occasion was the Ladies' Festival
of Doric Lodge, and the Master of the Lodge, W Bro Mahmood
Poptani who originally hailed from Tanzania, and his wife Gaynor,
sought to bring adventure and colour to the traditional Ladies'
Festival.
The evening was very well attended with over one-hundred
present, and W.Bro. Mahmood's aim was to raise a substantial
amount during the evening for charity. To say that he achieved
his aim would be an understatement. As a result of the Festival
and the generosity of the Brethren, the sum of £2,000 was sent to
the Comprehensive Community Based Rehabilitation in Tanzania
(CCBRT). This worthy organisation will use the money to benefit
the health and education of very young children in Tanzania.
The following day, the tables were cleared, balloons deflated,
grazing zebras taken away - the Connaught Hall returned to
normal!

T
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New WM (at 88) for
St. Gwynno

W

By: Frank Biddulph
.Bro Alfred Leslie Bryant was installed into St.
Gynno Lodge No.8599 on Tuesday 23rd November.
at the wonderful age of 88 years young!
The Installation was attended by the designated Provincial
Assistant Grand Master, W.Bro. Jeffrey Parry Thomas.
W. Bro Leslie was installed into the chair of King Solomon
by W.Bro Kenneth Fox.
W.Bro Les was toasted by the Brethren including his
Wardens W.Bro. David Elliott, Senior Warden and Bro.
Simon Carpenter Junior Warden.
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successfully gained honours as a teenager in the Civil Service
Open Clerical Examination. Prospects of securing a Scottish post
on her results were bleak.
Thus at the tender age of 17
this lovely lassie, showing
great
resolve
and
determination left her
Caledonian homeland for the
first time. Destination
PULLING OUT STOPS TO PROVE "WEST IS BEST" London, where a Civil
Service hostel at Shepherd's
By: Sid Robling
Bush became her dwelling
ourneying west to interview Mike and Ruth Fenton in he
place and a position in the
Killay area of Swansea, the "battle cry" of rugby legend
High Holborn office of the
Photo: Sid Robling
Ray Gravelle "West is Best" suddenly entered my
Ministry of Housing and
thoughts. Then as I approached their elevated home with
Local Government her place of work.
breathtaking views over Swansea Bay, the actions not words of
Mike joined the Civil Service in 1961, employed by the Ministry
another rugby player of note struck a chord.
of Pensions in Charing Cross. By a strange quirk of fate, he was
For when W.Bro. Roy "Harry" Woodward was promoted to
designated quarters in the very same hostel as Ruth. After casual
Assistant Provincial Grand Master, his pivotal role as Chairman
glances were exchanged, they began going out together, enjoying
of this journal fell vacant. Unhesitatingly he installed the
the many concerts and other attractions on offer. They worshipped
talented and resourceful Don Jones as his replacement, and
at St. Columba's Church of Scotland Pont Street, Chelsea. The
somewhat surprisingly introduced the soft-spoken Mike Fenton
couple became engaged, but not before Ruth's parents, stoic and
as the new Editor; a brave and wise decision, which has ensured
discerning non-conformists, traveled down from Scotland to vet
the smooth running and continuing success of our beloved "Y
the suitability of a prospective Sassenach son-in-law. We now
Dalaith". The duo have dovetailed together producing solid,
know that Mike passed the test of credit. They were to exchange
workmanlike contributions, the move having paid dividends in
vows at St. Columba's and settled in a tiny Ladbroke Grove flatlet.
abundance.
Ruth returned home to her parents when her first child was due,
So what do we know about our current Editor? A massive
to enable son Derek a Scottish birthright. She failed to settle
reputation as a fine gentleman and gifted organist precedes him,
there, and took the opportunity to holiday with Mike's parents particularly among Swansea-based Masons, where he is a
and stayed on.
regular provider of musical harmony for nine Lodges, and has
Tragedy struck when Mike's dad died in 1963 aged just 50, from
deputized in most other Lodges and Chapters on numerous
a massive heart attack, but fortune's
occasions. Despite gaining a
balance came their way when Mike was
musical diploma later in life, it
granted a Civil Service hardship
astonishes one to discover that he is
transfer to Rugby to see him reunited
completely self-taught. So how did
with his wife and young son, and to help
it all begin? We learn that as a young
his mother adjust to being a widow with
lad (10) he took turns to pump the
an 8 year-old son (Mike's brother
bellows of his local church organ
Andy). Three years later, when plans
during services. However it was a
to close the Rugby office and transfer
visit of an organ tuner which fired
the staff to Coventry were revealed,
his imagination. On that first
Mike applied to join the new DHSS
occasion, Mike was invited to press
computer centre in Reading, where he
the keys while the expert conducted
learned his IT skills. After three years
his fine adjustments within the
there, he was promoted through the
casing, and exercise his imagination
"Treasury Pool" which necessitated a
Photo:
Richard
Moohouse
on the way to discovering more of
move to another Ministry at his newlyLlandaff Cathedral 2010
the classical pipe organ's
elevated status. Several choices were
construction and musical repertoire.
available, London, HMSO Norwich,
He now has a large collection of recordings and books on pipe
Inland Revenue East Kilbride, and the new MOT Computer Centre
organs and their history and construction.
at Swansea. The "Land of Song" was first choice, to be Mike's
Mike was born in the market town of Rugby in Warwickshire second and final visit to Wales. His first had been as an
the town credited with being the birthplace of rugby football.
enthusiastic 14 year old train-spotter to Barry Docks, where many
There he attended the Lawrence Sheriff Grammar School of the famous old steam-snorting locomotives of yesteryear were
named after its founder who also founded the prestigious Rugby
later allotted their final sad resting place.
School. He excelled at modern languages and shone at sport.
Prior to their 1970 Swansea move, the couple were spurred on by
In 1952 he became Rugby Town under-12 freestyle swimming
a former Reading colleague now at Swansea, who proffered
champion, and later represented Warwickshire at cricket underexcellent advice on housing, schools and amenities in the area.
19 level in 1958 and 1959. A talented left-arm spin bowler and
To a Midlander like Mike and a lady from Scotland's West Coast,
useful right-hand middle-order batsman, he enjoyed the privilege
the lure of the sea and majestic magnetism of Gower and its
of playing alongside John Jameson and David Brown who both
environs was a major factor in their selection.
went on to represent England at Test level. In opposition
Mike took quite early retirement from the (now) DVLA's IT
representing Yorkshire Schools at
Division in 1993, when it was sold off to the Private Sector, and
that time were Geoffrey Boycott
recently retired in 2008 after 20 years part-time work as a tutor in
and John Hampshire, both
IT and Management for the Open University, with whom he gained
household names in the sport.
Bachelor's and Master's degrees, and a Diploma in Music. These
Mike still continues to follow
qualifications had led to other regular part-time visiting lecturer
cricket with one exception, that is,
contracts at Cardiff and Swansea Universities. He is also an
the 20/20 and 40/40 "pyjama
Associate of the Higher Education Academy (AHEA).
games", which he professes as a
Under the tutelage of caring parents, sons Derek and Neil achieved
purist, are "not to his taste".
prolific academic qualifications. Derek, having acquired ALCM
His lovely wife Ruth hails from
and LTCL diplomas whilst still at school, gained a B.Mus at UCW
Ardrossan, a town on the North
Aberystywyth and two diplomas at the Royal Northern College
Ayrshire coast in South Western
of Music, Manchester; one in post-graduate musical studies and
Scotland, located on the edge of an
the other in professional piano performance. Neil won an
area of exceptional natural beauty.
Exhibition to Robinson College Cambridge to study Natural
Bright and bubbly, she
continued on page 17...
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The Man
( and Woman )
Behind the Mason

Mike and Ruth Fenton

J

...continued from page 16
Sciences, in which he gained First
Class honours, and subsequently a
PhD in Theoretical Chemistry; he
now lives in Great Chesterford and
works in the City of London in IT
within the Financial sector. He and
his wife Joanna have two children,
Sam 16 and Abby 13. Both attend
boarding school in nearby
Cambridge.
Inspired by the scholarly attainments
of the three men in her life, Ruth set
to redress the balance. First she
Cycling for Charity out
mastered typing at a local college
before employment in the wholesale
meat trade under Howard Morgan, who went on to become the
first Open University graduate to be made a Lord Mayor (of
Swansea). Howard later sold the business to legendary Wales
rugby star and sports writer Clem Thomas. More study at
evening class saw Ruth achieve an A-level in accountancy.
Finally in 1998 she gained a BA (Hons) degree in history with
geography by six years' part-time study at Swansea University.
The couple have just celebrated their Golden Wedding

President John
Declares War

C

By: Sid Robling
ardiff Castle provided the perfect
backdrop for the staging of the reenactment of a famous battle in
British military history during August Bank
Holiday weekend. The two-day event
dramatised the 41st Welch Regiment's epic
victory over US infantry in the battle for Fort
Detroit.
There in 1812, on the southern borders of
Canada and America, the 41st assisted by
Native American Indians and Canadian
militia, although heavily outnumbered
achieved a quite remarkable victory. A feat
which enabled
Canada
to
remain a separate
country from the
United States of
America. Hosted
to coincide with
the bi-centenary
of the 'Fight for
Canada'! 18121815 the scene was set. Tented
encampments, superbly costumed
participants and camp followers
greeted spectators. In the midst of it
all strode our man W Bro John Henry
Dart PPrGStdB a PM of the Lodge of
Three Pillars No. 5857. Proudlyattired
in military blazer and wearing the tie
of the Royal Regiment of Wales, quite
unabashed and displaying a gleaming
smile, he surveyed the spectacle
before him.
Some years earlier, in his capacity as
Curator of the Welsh Regimental
Museum at Cardiff Castle, Warrant Officer J.H.Dart had visualised
and proposed a re-enactment of the
famous battle. It took all his
persuasive plenary skills to cajole,
coax and tempt the organisers to take
the idea on board.
Dramatically, the day finally arrived,
his dream unfolded before him and
he had every good reason to be
delighted. It also provided him with
the opportunity to strengthen a long
lasting bond with a large group of
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Anniversary. What a family!
Mike's other interests include Scouting (he held a
Leader warrant for over 35 years, and he is now Chairman of the
Gower Area Scout Fellowship). He is also current Chairman of
Killay PROBUS Club. In Masonic terms he is a Past Master of
the Indefatigable Lodge No. 237 (Organist), a member of the
Lord Swansea Lodge No 8364 (past Organist), and an honorary
member of three other Lodges. In Provincial Grand Lodge he
holds the rank of Past Provincial Junior Grand Deacon. He is a
member of Virtue and Hope Chapter
No. 237 and a joining member of
Meridian Chapter No. 9603, where
he currently occupies the chair of
Third Principal. He is a member of
the Swansea "Feed the Homeless"
Committee. At the outset I described
the glorious views from their hillside
home - Mumbles Lighthouse is quite
Scouting
prominent on a fine day. Mike too
is a shining beacon to us all, Ruth
his rock-solid support, but whether "West is Best" is a difficult
one to call, for the "Beast from the East" can be a quite
intimidating adversary. "Letters to the Editor" may help to settle
the outcome!
Canadian military enthusiasts there. And to approve and admire
their hand-crafted replica of the 41st's Colours of that time - A
poignant and meaningful moment for him.
John disappeared shortly before the action got set underway
only to reappear attired as US President
James Madison (1809-1817) - the leader
who sought the support of Congress to wage
war on the meddling British. Immaculately
clad, with extreme attention to detail, John's
presence on the steps leading to the castle's
keep was a signal for the commencement
of hostilities. The sound of actors voices,
dramatic music, bugle calls, drums and
realistic musket and canon fire, and
lingering blue smoke added further realism
to the drama.
Our photographs show John (1) pictured
alongside military historian, Canadian Tom
Fournier kitted out as British commander
General Isaac Brock (a Freemason)
responsible for defending Upper Canada
(Ontario) against the United States. (2)
Shows John posing between Tom Fournier
and Military buff Alan Rogers dressed in
the garb of Richard Bullock Snr. It is
understood that Bullock set up a masonic
lodge in Brighton, Ontario during this
p e r i o d .
Photograph (3) John as President
Madison. Picture (4) shows the
battle in progress.
Multi-talented John enjoyed a
rewarding career as a skilled
engineer. Spent a number of years
as Curator of the excellent Welch
Regiment Museum and is an
authority on military history. A
model maker of note; his miniatures
of military regiments up to Victorian
times are much sought after. He has
helped to organise commemorative
Old Comrades marches and
drumhead services with great
success. In
the Craft he
was
honoured
with the rank of active Standard Bearer
where he raised the bar in high standards.
His latest role, somewhat different to the
others, will be fondly remembered. As
President he declared war and lost - most
unusual for John.
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St. Dyfrig Rose Croix

By: D. Keith Davies
eptember 12th proved to be a very momentous occasion
for the members of St. Dyfrig Rose Croix Chapter
No.788 in Cardiff. Over a hundred Rose Croix Masons
assembled in the Temple in Cardiff to witness the Enthronement,
as Most Wise Sovereign, of Provincial Grand Master, Capt. Sir
Norman Lloyd-Edwards.
This important milestone in the Chapter's calendar was further
enhanced by the presence of MPuissantBro. Alan J. Englefield
33°, Sovereign Grand Commander of the Supreme Council. The
present MWS, E.& P. Bro. Philip Grant 18° proffered the Baton

S

Rose Croix Promotions 2012
Date
09.01.12
09.01.12
09.01.12
09.01.12
09.01.12
14.11.11
14.11.11
14.11.11
14.11.11
14.11.11

of the Chapter to the Sovereign Grand Commander who readily
accepted and continued by Enthroning E.& P. Bro. Capt. Sir
Norman in a very dignified and correct manner.
The Inspector General, VIll?Bro. David G. Edwards 33°
congratulated the newly enthroned Most Wise Sovereign and
thanked the Sovereign Grand Commander for travelling to Cardiff
to conduct the ceremony. He paid tribute to visiting Inspectors
General of neighbouring Districts, their District Recorders, and
all the members of the District who supported the occasion.
The evening ended with a sumptuous meal to celebrate Captain
Sir Norman's accession to the Chair of Most Wise Sovereign of
the St. Dyfrig Chapter.
This very successful evening was organised by IllBro. Kevin
Worrillow 32° and Ill.Bro. Keith Pearson 32°.

T

Raising Much-Needed
Funds for
Neath Masonic Hall

By: Roger Gale
he Neath Masonic Hall October social evening organised
by W.Bro Stuart James of the Lodge of St. Illtyd No.6078
was well attended,with Masons, wives and partners, from
this Province and
indeed beyond, rallying
to the necessary cause
of fund raising for
Neath Freemasonry, as
it repairs the financial
ravages inflicted on it in
recent times. The
evening was also
notable
for
the
participation of Owen
Money, who entertained
in his unique style, aided
by singer and guitarist
Jeff Wiltshire . Over
£1500 was raised, and
presented to the Neath
M a n a g e m e n t
Committee Chairman
(APGM Geoff Parry
Thomas) and Secretary
by W.Bro Stuart.
Top Picture (L. to R.)
Owen
Money/Jeff
Wiltshire/Stuart James/
David Newton/ Clive
Evans.

14.11.11
09.01.12
09.01.12
09.01.12
09.01.12
09.01.12
24.04.12
24.04.12
24.04.12
24.04.12
24.04.12
24.04.12
24.04.12
24.04.12
30.06.12
10.07.12
10.07.12
10.07.12
10.07.12
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Name
James R. Bevan
David Gareth Gait
Colin Howell
Dr. M. S. Matharu
OBE
Michael. H. Oaten
Gwilym H. Jones
Samuel James
Needs
Robert Wison
O’Connell
Barry S. Stubbings
Edward Robert Tate
Jonathan Williams
Cyril J. Beacham
Gerald R. Morter
W. John Powell
Alan A. Tucker
Andrew J. Dutton
Gerald F. Bowman
Horace G. Burge
W. Andrew Crump
David Claude
Davies
Keith O. Fry
Richard R. Morgan
Derek R. Roberts
Hugh Roy Wigmore
Derek V. Scone
David J. Davies
Brian Eveleigh
Gilbert Martin
Christopher D. Soal

Chapter
Cowbridge
St. Maelog
Caerffili
Wye Valley

No.
985
729
722
857

Degree
31°
31°
31°
31°

Wye Valley

857

31°

Landav
Gwyr

700
870

30°
30°

St. Euddogwy

1041

30°

Universities
St. Mary’s
Priory
Caerffili
Wye Valley
St. Alud
Maesyfed
Coed Duon
Abaty Margam
St. David
Pontyclun
Wye Valley
Caerffili

1012
1010

30°
30°

1011
857
799
586
1095
910
215
955
857
1011

30°
30°
30°
30°
30°
30°
30°
30°
30°
30°

Groeswen
St. Dyfrig
Priory
Ivor Hael
Holy Well
Pontypridd
Powys
Pontyclun
St. Maelog

1036
788
616
34
722
227
406
955
729

30°
30°
30°
30°
30°
30°
30°
30°
30°

Final Meeting of
Oriel Lodge No.9023

n Thursday 18th October last, Oriel Lodge held its final meeting
prior to its amalgamation with the Lodge of St. Andrew No.8934.
It was consecrated on 12th March 1982 by the then PGM The
Lord Swansea. There were 20 Founder members, 3 of whom still remain
- W.Bros. W.G.Howard Thomas, Michael Cross and Donald L. Lewis
O.B.E. Because of illness only W.Bro. Howard Thomas was able to
attend. Bros. Dhavendra Kumar and Richard Purnell were Passed to the
Second Degree in a Ceremony which fully maintained the high standards
of the work of Oriel Lodge over the past 30 years.
At the Closure of the Lodge, the Lodge Banner was carried out in
ceremonial procession by the Inner Guard, Bro. Ian Millar, with the
Lodge Warrant held by the new Fellow Craft Freemasons Bros.
Dhavendra Kumar and Richard Purnell. A moving tribute to the Lodge
was paid by W.Bro. Steve Adam of Dinas Llandaff Lodge when replying
to the Welcome to the Visitors. He referred to the Motto of Oriel Lodge"
Byddyd Golleuni" - "Let There Be Light". He said that he was sure that
the Light of the Oriel Lodge would continue to shine into and through
the St.Andrew Lodge. At the conclusion of the Second Rising, V.W.Bro.
Peter Frost PGSwdB, Past Deputy PGM and Honorary Member of
Oriel Lodge spoke on behalf of the long list of Honorary Members,
stating that he had enjoyed many visits to Oriel Lodge as an Executive
Officer. He wished all Lodge Members well and hoped that they would
continue to enjoy their Freemasonry in the new amalgamated Lodge of
St. Andrew with Oriel. On 12th December2012 the Oriel Lodge will be
Erased from the Register of The Grand Lodge of England and will be
Amalgamated with The Lodge of St. Andrew No. 8934 . The title of the
new Lodge will be"The Lodge of St. Andrew with Oriel No. 8934".

W

50 Years a Freemason

By: Barrie Probert

19

.Bro.Emlyn Kinsey Pugh MBE, PPrGSWks of Ithon Lodge No. 3320, has
celebrated fifty years continuous membership as a Freemason.
The Certificate was presented to W.Bro. Emlyn by the Deputy PGM W.Bro.
Gareth Jones OBE, PSGD.
W.Bro Emlyn was initiated into the Ithon Lodge No. 3320 in 1962 and was installed
as Master in 1976. He later initiated his son Steven who became Master of the
Lodge in 1993.
W.Bro. Emlyn is a well known and respected farmer in Mid Wales and has given
sterling service to Welsh Agriculture over many years.
He is a Life Governor and Silver Medallist of the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society
and in 1987 he was awarded the MBE for services to Welsh Agriculture and
Conservation.
W.Bro. Emlyn has been a local councillor for many years, serving on many councils,
and in 1992 he became chairman of Powys County Council.
We wish W.Bro. Emlyn many more happy years in Freemasonry.

Your Chance to Win an Exotic Wooden Masonic Clock
(Proceeds to Masonic Samaritan Fund)

M

y wife and I departed Gatwick Airport for Calgary
Alberta on 16th December 2010. After two days in
Calgary we motored through the
Rockies (absolutely stunning scenery) to
Vancouver to visit friends, and that's
when my nightmare began. My wife
Virginia became seriously ill and was
admitted to hospital in Vancouver where
she spent three weeks in intensive care,
having been diagnosed with total liver
failure. I was told by the doctors that I
had about three months left with
Virginia, and I was totally devastated as
we had been married for 49 years.
I eventually got Virginia home to Port
Talbot and she was immediately
admitted to the local hospital where she
spent a further nine weeks, of which two
were in intensive care.
When Virginia was well enough I
brought her home. I realised that I had
to change our way of living because we
are both disabled and the finances
required to alter our house were simply
unaffordable, but I was advised by a
Masonic friend to talk to the Masonic Samaritan Fund who
advised me to contact our Lodge Almoner. We used an Almoner
from another Lodge which proved to be the right decision, and
he assisted us with our application for assistance. This was
handled in the most sympathetic manner, and the help we had

By: Peter Cornthwaite
from both the Almoner and the MSF was simply outstanding.
We have completed our renovations and the
quality of our lives has changed 100%
thanks to the Masonic Samaritan Fund in
London, for which we are deeply grateful.
To show my gratitude I have designed a
Masonic clock, and built it myself. The
brasswork was done by Bro. Glyn Evans
of Lodge of St. Theodore Port Talbot. The
whole project has taken a year to complete,
and I am raffling this clock to raise funds
for the MSF in London; the raffle will run
from the date of publication of this
article, until 26th April, when the winner
will receive his prize from a senior
member of the Provincial Executive.
Tickets can be obtained from myself,
W.Bro.Peter Cornthwaite, Ynys Lodge No.
8274 in Port Talbot, Phone numbers
(01639) 895843, or (07754) 198133
mobile, or from the Masonic Temple, Port
Talbot (where the clock will be on display)
at a cost of £2.00 per ticket.
Please be as generous as you can, and help me to raise a
substantial amount for this most worthy of causes, from which
we may all at some time need assistance.
[A very worthy cause - please give your support by buying
lots of raffle tickets - this is a superb prize -Ed.]

Everest Walker Receives Charity Cheque

T

By: W. Spencer Perks
he walk I undertook for charity in April 2012 was to the base camp of
Mount Everest, the highest mountain in the world. I did this to benefit
the charities "Ty Hafan" in Barry, and Ysgol Craig Glas in Swansea, both
of which my son William attends for respite and schooling.
Both are very worthy charities; they look after terminally-ill children, and whilst
the money raised by our walk was not large, the love and care with which these
organisations operate is priceless, and we hope that in some small way we have
contributed to their noble efforts.
I should like to give my grateful thanks to everyone who made their kind
donations.
Photo: W.Bro. Greg Pye (WM), Bro. Spencer Perks, W.Bro. Ray Harris (Charity
Steward) during the presentation of a cheque to Spencer for £50.00 from Old
Goreans Lodge.
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Miskin Lodge EA Launches Important Biography

hartist, surgeon, heretic,
Archdruid and pioneer in the
legislation of cremation in the
British Isles, Dr William Price was
undoubtedly one of the most flamboyant,
romantic and revolutionary characters in
Welsh history. Famed healer, crusader of
reform, exiled political activist and a
sparkling, dynamic, eloquent man who
blazed progress and controversy by
outraging a conventional society, there
was much more to Price than his radical
attitudes to cremation.
In a new book by journalist Bro. Dean
Powell (an Entered Apprentice in Miskin
Lodge No. 8625), Dr William Price is
examined in minute detail, covering
every aspect of his 92 years. History has
often portrayed Price as an eccentric
healer whose obsession with druidism
resulted in his outrageous act of
blasphemy by cremating the remains of
his infant child. What Bro. Powell has
achieved with the first fullycomprehensive history of the life of Dr
Price is allow readers an insight into the
great moments of the man's life before the
landmark cremation case.
"Dr William Price was 84 years of age when he committed his
son's body to the "cleansing flame" explained Dean, a former
Editor of the Observer. "History has conveniently forgotten his
great achievements up until that moment and although the
passing of the Cremation Act is due to Price's historic court
case there was much, much more to him than his attitude towards
the disposal of the dead."
Born in 1800 in the village of Rudry near Caerphilly and poverty
stricken in his youth, Dr Price's father was an insane priest
although Price remarkably studied medicine and became a
surgeon in London at the age of just twenty-one. On his return
to Wales he was befriended by the rich Crawshay ironmasters
and gained the role of surgeon of works at their Treforest Tinplate
Works, also becoming physician to the workforce of the
neighbouring Brown Lenox Chainworks. It was there that he
created an embryonic social healthcare service, before beginning
a life-long obsession with neo-Druidism, a cult influenced by
the fabricated manuscripts of Welsh historian Iolo Morganwg.
Along with his fellow druids Price practiced his faith religiously
on Pontypridd's famous Rocking Stones where he masterminded
the idea of creating the first Museum of Welsh Life. All that is
left of the failed project today are the two striking gatehouses,
better known as Glyntaff's Round Houses which have become
an iconic part of the local landscape.
The 420-page hardback biography also reveals new evidence
surrounding Dr Price as the leader of the Chartist movement in
this part of South Wales. Although he didn't "march on Newport"
in 1839 following distrust between himself and John Frost, the
Welsh Leader of the movement, Price was a militant individual
who went ahead and armed himself with a cannon. Given his
standing in society and his eloquent ringing speeches made to
massed political rallies he had the power to mobilise an army of
workers for the cause. Instead he was exiled to France, only
returning some months later to continue his work with the
Chartists by creating the Ponty-y-ty-Pridd Provision Company,
the first known Cooperative Society in Wales and pre-dating
the recognised original society of this kind by almost twenty
years.
Filled with fascinating facts on his obsession with litigation and
trials for perjury and manslaughter along with his delight in
Welsh language and culture for which he was considered a master
scholar, Price was clearly a maverick, rebellious character.
Whether it was his efforts to support a National Eisteddfod in
Wales, raise funds to build a second bridge over the River Taff
at Pontypridd, mix with the gentry in champagne balls and study
Eastern Religions, Greek and Egyptian obelisks and
hieroglyphics with the outlandish Francis Crawshay, Price never

had a quiet year to reflect on his
achievements.
When he wasn't fighting for better wages
and improved health care for the working
man, he was defending the plight of the
unmarried mother. A believer in
vegetarianism and free love, he fathered
several daughters in his middle age,
always hoping for a first-born son that he
prophesised would eradicate Christianity
from Britain and return the druidic religion
to its rightful prominence. On his 83rd
birthday he held a druidic open air
marriage with his 22-year-old housekeeper
Gwenllian Llewellyn of Cilfynydd. All of
his hopes and dreams came to fruition
when a son was born who he incredulously
named "Iesu Grist" (Jesus Christ) Price,
claiming he was the new druidic Messiah.
On his death at five months Price's actions
to cremate the body in his new hometown
of Llantrisant caused widespread notoriety
in the international press. He fought and
won the landmark court case
unrepresented and his success was used
to pass the Cremation Act of 1902. He
fathered illegitimate children with a
housekeeper sixty years his junior and died sipping a glass of
champagne at the age of ninety-two. His own pre-arranged open
air cremation welcomed more than 20,000 people to Llantrisant.
Bro. Dean Powell's work is the largest and most authoritative
biography. It captures not only Price's life but also the thoughts
and ideals of the man himself. It includes a vast collection of
pictures, private letters and family papers never used in any
previous publication. For further details contact
www.deanpowell.org.

Windsor Lodge No 1754.
Friday 1st February 2013.

The Sutton Coldfield Demonstration Team will
demonstrate, ‘The Masters Part’ (Third Degree)
A ceremony, as practiced in 1765
and in costume of the period.
The demonstration will take place at the Penarth Masonic
Hall, Friday 1st February 2013. Due to the limits of the
Masonic Temple and the Dining Room, numbers are strictly
limited with admittance based upon first come first served
Unfortunately, due to the content of the ceremony,
admittance is restricted to Master Masons only.
For applications to the demonstration and the festive board
please contact, W.Bro. Arthur J. Nurse.
102 Roath Court Road, Roath, Cardiff. CF24 3SF.
Tel: 029 2049 9320.
The cost of the Festive Board is £12.50 per person.

O

Freemasons Assist a Worthy Charity - Again

ver three hundred and fifty of the members of The
Masonic Province of South Wales and their partners
attended a Grand Gala fund raising dinner at the end of
May under the Presidency of The Chief Executive of the South
Wales Province, Captain Sir Norman Lloyd Edwards.
The many guests enjoyed an evening of entertainment provided
by local artists which was held at the Cardiff City Hall. The
President's chosen charity this year is the "Help for Heroes
Appeal", and it was a delighted President who announced that
over £17,000 was raised in support of such a worthy cause.
The photographs show
Captain Sir Norman Lloyd
Edwards and Gala chairman
Paul
Marshall
OBE
presenting a cheque to "Help
for Heroes" South Wales
representative
James
Huxtable.
The second photograph
shows members of the Gala

Glamorgan Lodge
and WW2
By: Charles Crane
he inconvenience of war did not restrain Masonry in
Cardiff to the extent that you would imagine. We met
regularly, including Lodge of Instruction where the
ceremonies invariably had a Candidate, in fact, we occasionally
had an Emergency Meeting to allow a Brother to complete a
Degree before he departed for war service. If we had no
Candidates (which was rare) we had lectures, and by George
they were interesting!
Due to the black-out and petrol restriction, we usually advanced
the time of meeting to 4:00 or 4:30 pm to allow everyone to
depart early in case of an air raid. In spite of the difficulties
everyone had in time of war, we were fortunate to have 80 to
90% attendance, this with hindsight was magnificent, compared
with modern times. I cannot recall any time when our meeting
was interrupted by an air raid, and I have no knowledge of the
fire precautions taken in the Temple as I was so deeply occupied
in my public avocation (Electrical Engineer, Western Electrical
Co.) that prevented me from volunteering for any activity in
that connection.
We always adjourned for After-proceedings, sometimes very
sparse meals, sufficient liquid refreshment (for the Toasts),
usually soup, light meal, coffee. Occasionally, but rarely, we
had to bring our own cheese ration, the chef provided rolls and
that's all we had. The present day vogue of wines and spirits
was not fashionable then; we were in the main beer-drinkers,
although beer, like most commodities was scarce, we were
fortunate to have in our Lodge the Master Brewer and two
Maltsters in the local brewery, so we were well supplied.
Recalling that period, each Lodge had its own wine cupboard.
Most of these cupboards were in the room beside the stage in
the main dining room. There were no bars. The Chief Steward's
responsibility was to keep it well-stocked. The very small room
in the main dining room, towards the end, still there, we used to
stock two or more firkins of ale. Unfortunately, after the war,
someone discovered that we were not conforming to law: we
had no licence to sell intoxicants, so the Masonic Hall Company
had to obtain a licence to sell liquor to the Lodges - hence the
bars.
Back to the Ceremonies. We in Glamorgan Lodge were
concerned about the Members who were away in the forces,
and had to prepare for their return, so that they were not at a
disadvantage regarding their progression within the Lodge. It
was agreed that Brethren without collars would occupy and act
for them. I was one of the 'stand-ins'. I occupied the position of
JD for four years, and my colleague was likewise SD for the
same period. When they returned they stepped into the office
they would normally have reached had they not been away. If
only I had had the sense to write this down in 1945, I could have
included many anecdotes and humorous occasions that occurred,

T
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organising
committee,
Back row,
l to r.: Fred
Fox, Malcolm
Kidd, Front
row, l to r.:
Jeff Coles
(treasurer),
Alan Gardener

(Gala secretary), Captain Sir Norman Lloyd
Edwards, (President), Phillip Saunders (MC for
the evening), Paul Marshall (Gala evening
chairman), Richard Jasinski.
that show the true picture of Masonry in wartime.
Our Installation meetings were out of this world. The PGM
attended all of them, with his Wardens, Banner and Swordbearer,
and the Provincial DC had a real job on his hands. Naturally,
there were not as many Lodges as there are today, and from that
point of view it was easier for the Executive to visit.
We have a tradition in Glamorgan Lodge, that at our Installations
we have salmon (fresh!) and strawberries at the After-proceedings,
and during the war we never failed. The salmon came either
from the Wye or Scotland. If it was poached, that was not our
problem, we had paid for it! The strawberries were no problem,
in June they were plentiful, especially if you had a member who
was a fruit wholesaler. There was a time when we were known as
the 'Strawberries and Cream Boys'.
During wartime, as clothing was on ration with coupons, the
obligatory dinner dress was suspended. It now appears difficult
to re-introduce the rule, except for new Lodges who start with
the requirement.
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50 Years to the Day!

he presentation of a certificate to W Bro.
Brian George Matthews celebrating his 5O
years continuous membership in
Freemasonry, by Rt. Wor. Bro. Hywel Davies
began with him bringing the apologies of the
PG.M. who although unable to attend the meeting
sent warm greetings and above all his heartiest best
wishes to W Bro. Brian George Matthews for 50
years of great service to the Windsor Lodge, the
Province of South Wales and Freemasonry in
general.
Rt. W Bro. Davies said it was in 1979, following
his retirement, when he moved to Brecon, and met
W Bro. Brian who in 1971 had moved from
Penarth to Brecon to take over a well established
watchmaker and jewellery business, from which
he has since retired and has handed the business
over to his son W Bro. Nigel Matthews. Adding
that through their personal friendship he has been in his constant
company within
and
without
F r e e m a s o n r y,
and was both
delighted and
indebted to the
PG.M.
for
inviting him to
make
the
presentation of
the certificate on
his behalf.
Rt. W Bro.
Hywel
then
listed W Bro.
Brian's many
achievements in
his
Masonic
career; starting
with
his
initiation, when
at the age of 24
he was initiated
into the Windsor Lodge No 1754 on 7 September 1962, exactly
5O years to the day of the presentation. He was proposed by his
father the late W Bro. Albert Matthews. PPrSGW. and seconded

by his uncle, Bro. Stanley Palfrey both members of the Windsor
Lodge. W Bro. Brian progressed through the various offices of
the Lodge until 12 years later on the 1 st November 1974 he
was installed as W.M. of the Windsor Lodge.
Following a move to Brecon, W Bro. Brian became a joining
member of Aberhonddu Lodge No 8588, in 1975, a joining
member of the Lodge of Benevolence No 7305, in 2000, and a

Photos by: Anthony Howell

joining member of The Lord
Swansea Lodge No 8364, in 1976,
where he was installed as W.M. in
2002. He is also an honorary
member of Ithon Lodge No 3320.
He was appointed to the provincial

rank of PPrJGD in 1979 and
promoted to the rank of
PPrJGW in 1991 and PPSGW
in 2007.
In 1999 he was appointed to the
grand rank of PGStB and
promoted to the rank of
PAGDC in 2007.
In the Royal Arch he was
exalted into Tennant Chapter
No 1754 in 1968, became a
joining member of Brecknock Chapter No 65 1, in 1979 and was
installed as First Principal in 1990, he is also a joining member of
Hendre Chapter No 3250 and a founder member of the Lord
Swansea Chapter No 8364 and at the present time the `J' elect, he
is also an Honorary Member of Meridian Chapter No 9603, having
been the PrSN. at its consecration ceremony. He was appointed
PPrGStB in 1993 and promoted to PPrGSwdB in 2001 and
PPrGSN in 2003, and appointed PGStdB in Grand Chapter in
2005.
In the ancient & Accepted Right (Rose Croix) in 1960 he was
perfected into the Powys Chapter No 406 and invested as its
M.W.S. in 1979. He was the founding Prelate in the St Alud
Chapter No 799 and invested as its M.W.S. in 1977, where he has
been the recorder for 30 years. He is also a joining member of Sir
Frederick Alban Chapter where he was invested as M.W.S. in
2008 and is currently the D.C. He was promoted to the rank of
30° in 1978, 31° in 1985 and 32° in 1995.
W Bro. Brian, a single handicapper at golf, was
also a past captain of Penoyre Golf Club, a Past
President, and active member of the Brecon Rotary
Club and until recently a long serving J.P. on the
Brecon Bench.
Following the presentation the Brethren retired to
the dining room,
where a top table of
14 Grand Lodge
officers and 40
Brethren seated at
the Festive Board,
ensured
an
atmosphere worthy
of this special
o c c a s i o n .
Following
an
excellent meal, the
evening concluded
with applause from
all those present, when W Bro
Nigel Matthews presented his
father with a large, magnificent
cake decorated with Masonic
symbols. Thus ending a rather
special evening that will be
remembered for a very long time.

Your health is our concern. Please help us to reach
all those who need our help. Call 020 7404 1550
or visit www.msfund.org.uk.
As it enters its 21st year the Masonic Samaritan
Fund continues to support the health and care
needs of Freemasons and their dependants.
Support is available to:
1. Freemasons,
2. The wives, partners and dependants of Freemasons,
3. The widows, surviving partners and dependants of deceased
Freemasons,
- who have an identified health or care need and, faced with a
long wait for treatment or care, cannot afford their own private
provision without incurring financial hardship.
Medical The Fund will consider
applications for a
wide variety of
medical treatments
from hip replacement
to cardiac surgery,
from digital hearing
aids to drug treatment
for
cancer
or
degenerative diseases, from stomach
banding to macular degeneration.
Dental Applications are welcome
where NHS treatment is unavailable
or where costs are in excess of NHS
charging rates. Financial help is
provided in support of dental treatment that is clinically necessary,
in the most cost-effective and efficient manner. Grants are not
available where the proposed treatment is purely cosmetic or

"Freemasonry Cares"
in Action

Dear Brethren,

W

e as Freemasons have all heard the message that
"Freemasonry Cares". Indeed many of us will have
the Leaflet which tells us where we can readily get

help.
I want to tell you about two instances where
my wife and I have witnessed for ourselves
that care which bind us together in the
fraternity.
The first was when I needed urgent medical
treatment for a debilitating condition which
left me unable to walk and in a wheelchair.
I was told I would have to wait at least
eighteen months before I could have surgery
on the NHS. This was devastating news
because the pain was becoming unbearable.
This was when my Lodge Almoner advised
me to apply to the Masonic Samaritan Fund
for help. The application process was done
in the strictest of confidence and within a
short time I received the welcome news that
the Fund would pay for my treatment.
Everything was arranged with my comfort
and convenience in mind. I had the operation
in the private wing of a local hospital and
the care I received was first class. I cannot thank my fellow
Freemasons enough for the relief from pain and the freedom
from the worry that I could not afford to pay for the treatment.
This, Brethren, is what making a difference really means. My
quality of life improved one hundred per cent in the years that
followed and I shall always be grateful that the MSF came to
my aid when I needed it most.

where an applicant simply prefers to
receive private treatment.
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Respite If you look after
someone who needs support
because of a physical or
learning disability, mental
illness or whose health is
impaired by sickness or old
age, and who, without help, would not
be able to cope with the demands of basic
living, then you are a carer. It is important
that, as a carer, you take time off for
yourself. Grants are available from the
MSF to support carers. Funding is
available towards the cost of short periods of residential care
or to provide regular short breaks
at home.
Mobility The Fund is
also able to provide
grants for the supply
and maintenance of
mobility equipment,
specialist equipment
or home adaptations in response
to a specific medical need.
For further information about any of the above please contact
the Fund or your Lodge, or Provincial Grand Almoner.
Masonic Samaritan Fund, a charitable company limited by
guarantee, registered in England. Company number 6876310,
Charity Number 1130424

Little did I know that twelve years later I would be asking the
Fund for help once again? Although my condition improved
and walking became much easier, over the years it had become
increasingly difficult to bathe or to shower. I applied to my local
council for a Disability Grant but unfortunately did not qualify.
Once again the Fund came to my assistance and paid for an
adaptation to my bathroom. This has made such a difference to
the quality of my life and is yet again a manifestation of the
message that "Freemasonry Cares".
These two examples have made such a difference to our lives.
My wife no longer has to push me in a
wheelchair and she also now receives the
benefit of a walk-in shower.
My wife and I are both pensioners on a modest
income. There is no way we could have
afforded the medical treatment and the
bathroom adaptation from our savings
Brethren, this is Masonic Charity at its best.
I cannot better praise the work of the Masonic
Samaritan Fund than by recommending it to
you and your loved ones in your time of need.
I cannot adequately express our admiration
for and our appreciation of the Masonic
Samaritan Fund in this short article, which I
hope you will read with interest.
Sincerely and Fraternally
A Grateful Brother
[Ed's Note: This initiative is often
mentioned by Executive Officers at the Festive Board when
responding to the Provincial Toast during Installation
Festivals. If you, like our Brother above, feel you need
practical help with your situation, then do not hesitate to
contact your Lodge Almoner, who will be pleased to make
the necessary enquiries, and set things in motion].
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Reg Williams
Completes 50 Years
in Freemasonry

By: Mike Coombes
t the Penllergaer Regular Lodge meeting on Tuesday 9th
October the W.M. W.Bro. Jonathan Evans, invited W.Bro.
Roy Woodward Asst.PG.M to present a Commemorative
Certificate to Bro.
Reginald Glyn Williams
on attaining his Golden
Jubilee in Freemasonry.
The Asst.PG.M. before
presenting the Certificate
gave a brief history of Bro.
Reg's
Masonic
background:
"After completing his
mechanical engineering
apprenticeship
in
Swansea, Reg moved to
Rhodesia in the early
sixties to work as a
foreman fitter and turner at
a coal mine. After a year
he returned home to marry
fiancée Pam, the love of
his life, and they recently
celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary.
Following the wedding
Reg returned to Rhodesia
taking his bride with him.
Many of his work
colleagues at the mine were Masons and Reg was invited to join
the Sir Ernest Oppenhiemer Lodge No. 7636 in Southern
Rhodesia, where he was initiated on 21st February 1962. He was

passed to the Second Degree on 15th August 1962.
On leaving the town where he joined Freemasonry he became a
joining member of the Sebakwe Lodge in Kwe Kwe and was
raised to the third degree on 10th March 1964.
Reg was a keen sportsman and played soccer for the local football
team. Whilst playing football he met a certain Mr. Ken Richards
- yes W.Bro. Ken Richards and they have been friends ever since.
On returning to Wales he joined Dr. James Griffith Hall Lodge
No. 3161. At that time he was employed at British Steel and
travelled to his place of work for many years with Harold (Sandy)
Kent, neither of them
knowing that each was
a Freemason. When
they realised that they
were Masons Sandy
invited Reg to become
a joining member of
the Penllergaer Lodge,
which he did so on
11th June 1996.
For his good fortune,
on
talking
to
Worshipful Brothers
Howard and Arnold
Phillips
they
discovered that they
were cousins, and have
had many hours
reminiscing their past
years."
Following
the
presentation of his
Certificate Bro. Reg
responded and thanked
the Brethren for their
friendships and said
that his values of 50 years of Freemasonry have remained with
him, "that of caring and sharing and the love and respect of my
fellow Brethren".

Trisant Lodge Ladies Night

W

Bro Ian Balman and his good lady on their Ladies'
Night raised £1,000 for their three different charities:£200 to Miss Chelsea Callaghan who has Erythema
Bulbosa (EB), £500 for the DEBRA association, the charity for
children with EB and £300 for Velindre Breast Care.
W Bro Ian and his good lady Mairwyn wish to thank all on making
their Ladies' Night a very successful one and for all the support
throughout his term.
In the photo is W Bro Ian, Chelsea and Chelsea's Gran Celia.

News from the

Chapters

25

Page 1

Doric Chapter Salutes Two Veterans
"One Hundred Not Out"
Words and Pictures by: Fred Lamnea
oric Chapter No.5968 held its Installation
Convocation on Friday 26th October, 2012
at Swansea Masonic Hall and some sixty or
so Companions were present to witness the
following:Ex Comp John M Prichard installed as First
Principal
Ex Comp J Stuart Eley installed as Second Principal
Ex Comp T Kenneth V Pritchard installed as Third
Principal.
(The First Principal John being the son of the Third
Principal Kenneth).
The whole ceremony as carried out by the Installing
First Principal Ex Comp Bryan J. Waddell.
The Provincial Officiating Officer was our Dept.
Grand Superintendent Ex Comp P Colin Weatherall
PG.SwdB along with his team of Officers. We were
also graced with the presence of the Provincial
Grand Jeshua Ex Comp Phillip Gabriel.
The ceremony was first class from start to finish
and Ex Comp Colin did not hesitate in congratulating
all who took part. The three newly installed
Principals were also addressed individually, and he
wished them a successful and rewarding year in their
respective offices, and may it be auspicious in every
way.
All those companions and others who are fortunate enough to
read "Y Dalaith" Magazine are probably wandering what
relationship the heading of this article has to do with an
Installation! "One Hundred Not Out" refers to two special Ex

D

1
Companions who on this occasion were presented with
Anniversary Certificates by E.Comp. Colin Weatherall:1) 60th Anniversary to Ex Comp Dr. Alan J Owen PPrGSN (Photo
No. 1).
2) 40th Anniversary to Ex Comp David R, Gould
PPrGStB (Photo No. 2).
The background of these two Ex. Comps reads like a
column from "Who's Who". If I were to write about
them in detail I am sure the Editor would have to
extend our limited editorial space. However I will
endeavour to cover the salient points.
Ex Companion Dr. Alan J Owen:A Chartered Chemist by profession having studied at
Swansea University l945-l952. In l952-l967 he was
involved in research into explosive ingredients, having
published eight papers in the Transactions of the
Faraday Society also further papers were produced
involving the use of various chemicals in the
manufacture of explosives and risks of unstable
substances. During his career he has held various high
level management posts for both Government and
Commercial Companies.
His Masonic Career is equally as explosive in Craft
and Side Degrees. His Royal Arch credentials, exalted
in Doric Chapter in l952 became First Principal in l993,
receiving Provincial Rank PPrGSNM in l998. He
continues to be active in all offices and for this we are
truly grateful. Now aged 84 years we wonder what
this eminent Ex Comp has in store for us.

2

continued on page 26...
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...continued from page 25
Ex Comp David R Gould:David joined the Police Service on leaving school, serving with
The Brighton Force. He then transferred to The Swansea
Borough Police Force, staying in Swansea for approximately
12 years.He joined Lodge of St Cenydd No. 6567 in l960, became
W.M in l977 and he has held many important offices. He was
exalted in Royal Arch Doric Chapter, being installed as First
Principal in l995, receiving Provincial rank of PPrGStB in l997,
and again holding many offices to the satisfaction of all members.
He is also active in a number of Side Degrees, whilst also
pursuing many activities outside masonry for many years.
It has given me much pleasure in witnessing a great installation
and to have had the privilege of meeting two great Masons. The
picture opposite shows both Veterans with E. Comp. Brian
Waddell, Installing Principal.

E

Doric Chapter History Booklet

xcellent Companion Roy Hewson, a Past First Principal
of the Doric Chapter No. 5968, has written
a small booklet providing a brief history of
the Chapter, which can be added to and updated at
regular intervals in future.
The impetus for doing this was his attendance at
the "Bicentenary" celebrations at Virtue and Hope
Chapter No. 237 earlier in 2012 (see Edition No.
50), when it was noted that some of the records of
the early days of that Chapter were not available.
Roy felt that as the centenary of Doric Chapter
would be due in 2045, someone ought to set down
the important events in the life of the Chapter since
its Consecration on 26th October 1945, upon which
foundation future historians could build.
At the time of Doric's Consecration there were but 11 Craft
Lodges and three other Chapters in Swansea, giving a total of
214 Companions in all. The Founders were the same Masons
who had founded Doric Lodge in June 1944; they were led by
Francis Randell, Thomas Jenkins and Cyril Sanders, who were
the Consecrating Principals. The fees initially set are of particular
interest - Exaltation fee, three guineas, Joining fee, two guineas,
and annual subscription one guinea - 'real money', Companions!
As is often the case now, in the early days every annual
Installation was attended by the Deputy Grand Superintendent
together with either the Second or Third Provincial Grand

T

Principal; these Officers took an active part in the Ceremony so
they were not just present to validate the Installation.
These were immediate post-War years, so stringent
food and fuel rationing still applied, and Masons were
instructed to be economical with both.
Candidates in the early years were plentiful (typically
two at each Convocation), and by 1948 there were
48 members, and in fact the first 'blank' year for
exaltees was 1983. Doric's membership peaked at 93
members in 1975, falling to 34 some 30 years later.
By 2011, there had been a slight improvement to 42
members.
Twelve Companions have achieved Supreme Grand
Chapter rank, and of those still alive are E.Comps J
Stuart Peters, Raymond F Cope and Phillip A Gabriel (who both
received further honours as Provincial Grand Principals), and
Derek G Bowden the current Scribe E. At least seven Companions
have achieved 'Veteran' status after forty years service - namely
F W Randell, Alan J Owen, C H Jones, R A Fuller, Raymond F
Cope, Terence Abraham and David Gould. There may be others
whose details have not been recorded. The awards to Allan Owen
and David Gould are reported above, and Edition No. 49 featured
the presentations to Ray Cope and Terry Abraham.
This is a valuable booklet which starts off the 'official' history of
the Chapter. Long may Doric Chapter continue to flourish!

Venables Llewelyn
"Double 40th"

wo members of the Venables Llewelyn Chapter, No.3756, were
presented with certificates and lapel pins to celebrate 40 years as
Royal Arch Masons in the November convocation of the Chapter.
E.Comps. William BH Baker, PGStdB and Brian N Davies, PPrGReg
had both been exalted in November 1971. The presentation was made in
a most sincere manner by the Third Provincial Grand Principal, E.Comp.
Philip A Gabriel, PAGDC, who gave a précised account of the Masonic
careers of both distinguished Companions. They had both been proposed
into Royal Arch Masonry by E.Comp. Brian B Comley, PAGSoj, who
proposed their toast during the Festive Board which followed.
Photo L to R - E. Comps. Brian, Philip, and William.
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for Mark Master Masons of the Province of South Wales.

Congratulations
and Celebrations
Photos by: Anthony Howell
n the 10th October 2012, St. Tydfil Mark Lodge
No.639 celebrated their Centenary in the company
of the Assistant Grand Master and Deputy Grand
Secretary R.W.Bro. Keith Emmerson and

O

He asked the Deputy Grand Secretary to read the Original
Warrant of the Lodge and the Centenary Warrant after which
R.W.Bro. Emmerson presented the Centenary Warrant to the
Worshipful Master, with his sincere good wishes to the lodge
wishing them every success for the future.
Centenary Jewels were presented to all members of the lodge
present, by the Assistant Grand Master who was also
congratulated by
the
Provincial
Grand Master.

3
W.Bro. Lt.Cdr. Angus Hannagan. The
Executive and other Officers of Provincial
Grand Lodge,accompanied the R.W. Provincial Grand Master,
Paul Raymond Clement, who extended the congratulations of

1

2

The Worshipful Master W.Bro. Neil
Evans, after resuming the Chair, presented a Centenary Jewel to
the Assistant Grand Master and the Deputy Grand Secretary, to
mark their visit to St.Tydfil Mark Lodge. He
thanked R.W.Bro. Keith Emmerson and
W.Bro.Lt.Cdr. Angus Hannagan for their good
wishes and for their attendance at the meeting.
Honorary Membership was conferred on the
Assistant Grand Master, Deputy Grand
Secretary and the Provincial Executive.
R.W.Bro. Emmerson thanked the lodge for the
honour on behalf of all the elected Honorary
Members.
A copy of the History of the Lodge,
compiled by W.Bro. David Baldwin, was
presented to each brother present. The Senior
Warden, Bro, Jeffrey E Davies read extracts
from the book which was received with much
acclaim.

4

.......Continued on page 28

the Province.
The Assistant Grand Master,
R.W.Bro. Keith Emmerson
and the Deputy Grand
Secretary entered the lodge and
the Assistant Grand Master
accepted the gavel and
occupied the chair.
In his address, he offered
congratulations to the Lodge
on reaching their Centenary
and praised the Founders who
in their wisdom had the
courage and commitment to
form the Lodge.

MARK WEB SITE : southwalesmarkmastermasons.co.uk
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Barry Mark Lodge
Salute W.Bro. Vernon
By: Brian Dowling
Photos by: Anthony Howell
ro. Vernon Holtham was Advanced
into the Barry Mark Lodge on the
1st October 1962 and on the 1st

B

2
October this year, Fifty Years to the day,
W.Bro. Vernon was greatly surprised to
witness the arrival into the Temple of the
Assistant Provincial Grand Master,
W.Bro. Thomas Richard Eirian Jones and
the Provincial Secretary, V.W.Bro. Stanley
William Jeffrey Clarke, accompanied by
a large number of Active Provincial Grand
Lodge Officers, into what was as far as
the business stated, a domestic meeting
of the lodge.
The business of the evening was to
Advance Bro. Nicholas Barnes and Bro.
Christopher Shattock and the Worshipful
Master and his Officers performed their
various responsibilities with care and
dignity, resulting in a very impressive
ceremony, and one which will be
remembered by the Candidates and all the
brethren present.
At the conclusion of the Ceremony, the
Assistant Provincial Grand Master took
the Gavel and occupied the Chair at the

invitation of the Master W.Bro. Brian
Dowling. W.Bro. Eirian Jones
congratulated W.Bro. Vernon Holtam on
reaching his fiftieth Anniversary in Mark
Masonry and Forty years since being
installed as Master in April 1972.
The Provincial Secretary read the
Congratulatory Certificate from the
Grand Master, His Royal Highness
Prince Michael of Kent, which was then
presented to W.Bro. Vernon by W.Bro.
Eirian Jones. V.W.Bro. Jeffrey Clarke
was then requested to read the
Congratulatory Certificate from the
Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro. Paul
Raymond Clement. W.Bro Eirian Jones
again presented this certificate. Eirian
Jones, also expressed the great regret of
the Provincial Grand Master, for not
being able to be present on this special
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The evening was concluded by a very
lively Festive Board and in replying to
his Toast W.Bro. Vernon spoke of his
immense pride in being a Member of the
Mark Degree and his surprise at the
number of brethren who were present to
share this milestone in his Masonic career.
Our pictures show :
Photograph 1. - Assistant PGM W.Bro.
Eirian Jones, W.Bro. Vernon Holtam and
V.W.Bro. Jeffrey Clarke holding the two
certificates.
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occasion, due to other Masonic duties
out of the Province.
The Assistant Provincial Grand Master
presented W.Bro. Vernon with a Fiftyyear Lapel badge and an enamel Token
of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master
Masons.

Continued
from page 27........
D
The Worshipful Master invited the Assistant Grand Master
and the Provincial Grand Master, to unveil an inscribed
Keystone to mark the Centenary of the lodge, the Keystone
will be displayed in the Temple to mark the occasion.
The Provincial Grand Master requested the Provincial Grand
Secretary to read the Provincial Congratulatory Certificate after
which he presented it to the Worshipful Master wishing the
lodge every success in the years ahead.
The Centenary Dinner, which followed, was attended by a
large number of members and guests.
A proud day for the members of St. Tydfil Mark Lodge, and
a joyous experience for all who witnessed the occasion.

Photograph 2. - W.Bro. Vernon flanked
by the new members of the lodge, Bro.
Christopher Shattock (on Vernon's right)
Bro. Nicholas Barnes (on Vernon's Left.
Photograph 3. - The W.Master W.Bro.
Brian Dowling and W.Bro. Vernon with
the Provincial Team.

The Pictures on page 27 show :Photograph 1. - from left to
right. W.Bro. Lt.Cdr. Angus Hannagan, R.W.Bro. Keith
Emmerson, W.Bro. Neil Evans and R.W.Bro. Paul Raymond
Clement.
Photograph 2. - Bro. C. Davies, Junior Warden, W.Bro. N. Evans,
Master and Bro. J E Davies, .
Senior Warden with the Centenary Certificate from Grand Lodge.
Photograph 3, - The Junior Warden, Master, Senior Warden and
Bro. T W. Harris, with the Keystone made and presented by Bro
M. Evans.
Photograph 4. - The Worshipful Master accompanied by W.Bro.
R.M. Budden with the Representatives of Grand Lodge and the
Executive of the Province.
Photograph 5. - St. Tydfil Mark Lodge Officers, and Members.

PLEASE SUPPORT THE 2020 APPEAL - more information on MARK WEB SITE
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Mark My Words
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Provincial Grand DCs' Lodge
No.1813 Meets in Neath

T

By: Roger Gale

he latest meeting of the Provincial Directors of
Ceremonies Lodge of Mark Master Masons No.
1813 of the Province of Worcestershire was hosted
at the Neath Masonic Hall on Saturday October 5th, due
to the Worshipful Master being W.Bro Martin Mogford, a
well regarded Freemason in our Province.
The Lodge received an appropriate dispensation from its
own Province and of course our own. The ceremony was
enhanced by the delivery of an informative and interesting
talk on the topic of the history of St.John, by our Craft
Provincial Grand Master, R.Wor.Bro Captain Sir Norman
Lloyd-Edwards, from the origins of the order in the Holy
Land, to the present day and its work in hospital and

ambulance scenarios.
Also present was our Mark Provincial Grand Master, RWor
Bro Paul R. Clement, VW Bro Anthony F. Moore MBE
the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, and RWBro Frank
Spencer, Provincial Grand Master of the Province of
Worcester, along with the WM, and Officers of the PDC
Lodge of MMM No.1813, and many other distinguished
Brethren from both Provinces.
The Provincial Directors of Ceremonies Lodge is a
peripatetic Lodge which is attached to the Province of
Worcestershire, the Installation being at Kings Heath
Birmingham and the Election Meeting traditionally in the
Province of the Worshipful Master.

MARK WEB SITE : southwalesmarkmastermasons.co.uk

Historic Masonic Clock
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By: Roger Gale
e often observe that we have the
time of our lives in Freemasonry,
but one Worshipful Brother has brought a
new meaning to that simple if expressive
observation! W.Bro Patrick Patterson, WM
in R.P. St.John Charles Lodge No. 6466 in
2002, and now P.Prov.Grand Senior Deacon,
and a keen clock collector, has recently
obtained a Grandfather - or long case example, the
twenty nine and
a half day
movement also
having a lunar
cycle feature,
and standing
some eight feet
high, made of
C u b a n
Mahogany and
with Rosewood
b and ing.
Unusual though
that may be in
itself, it is the
dial of the
timepiece that
is
truly
distinctive,

W

featuring Masonic symbols and
inscriptions.
These illustrations include the
Square & Compasses, Jacobs
Ladder, Terrestrial and Celestial
Globes, the two Pillars, the Plumbrule, Seven Stars, and The All
Seeing Eye. Also recorded on the
dial are the words 'God is our guide'
on a supported arch, and two figures
bearing implements. There are also
the letters "FHC" which are
assumed to denote Faith, Hope, and
Charity, though another intriguing
possibility exists.
The clock - purchased in 2012 from
a reputable Antique shop in Wales is believed to have once stood in the
Cardiff Masonic Hall, before being
rehoused, reportedly in a large and
impressive Mansion in the
Cowbridge area, though no precise
location has been given. If that is
indeed true, then the possibility is that
FHC could signify Freemasons Hall
Cardiff ! The latter facts are presently
unproven of course, unless our readers
can shed further light on the life and times
of this particular timepiece ! W.Bro
Patrick will be delighted to perhaps

Rhondda Lodge
Gives to Cancer Unit
By: C L Jones
.Bro. R. Alan Jones, the IPM
of Rhondda Lodge No.3979
which meets at the Pontypridd
Temple held a very successful Ladies'
Night last May and raised an incredible
£700 for a local cancer hospice that is
very close to the heart of the Lodge.
The event was held in the Caerphilly
Masonic Hall where W. Bro Alan also
attends Craft Lodges, and a packed
house was treated to an exceptional
night. The Master and his good lady,
Kay, witnessed the generosity of many
good brethren who readily contributed
to achieve such a magnificent target.
The charity 'Friends of Y Bwthyn' raises funds for 'Y Bwthyn'
Hospice where the previous Master, W. Bro Myrddin Hughes
spent some time before sadly passing to the Grand Lodge Above,
very soon after his year as the master had ended. This affected
the brethren greatly and it is because of this, that the charity was
chosen.
The Hospice itself has a day unit that is open each Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday, and is staffed and run by volunteers, who
freely give their time, in addition to the nursing staff. This enables
patients to meet up in a friendly and relaxed environment. The
hospice also houses an intimate chapel which has until recently
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discover more about its history, and can be
contacted through the writer, pictured
examining
the
clock,
at
rogergale@aol.com, and who will be more
than pleased to pass on anything that you
may be able to tell him.

been tended to by Rev. Simon Wakelyn, who was the priest in
charge of St Catherine's Church, which is in the shadow of the
Pontypridd temple.
The hospice also has rooms for quiet
reflection and even a greenhouse so
that the residents and day unit
patients can grow their own
vegetables, later to be prepared and
served for all to enjoy. There is a
craft room and a state of the art
sensory room that cost £13,000 to
fit out, which was raised by the
Charity. The hospice is also one of
the few that used Alternative
Therapies and has resident Reiki
practitioners on hand. After the
treatments, the patients can access
the garden where there is an
ornamental pond and stunning views
of the valley. All these things have
made the hospice amongst the most respected in Wales for its
palliative care, and much is as a result of the hard work of the
Charity.
W.Bro. Alan Jones would like to thank everyone who attended
his Ladies' Night making it such a success. He would also like
to publicly thank the nurses and staff of Y Bwthyn who cared
for W. Bro Myrddin in his last days with such dignity and
compassion.
The photograph shows Alan presenting a cheque to Edward
Hopkins, Chairman of the Friends of Y Bwthyn, and W. Bro
Mike Smith, Secretary of Rhondda Lodge.

An Important Date for your Diary
The 2013 Annual Provincial Church Service will be held
on Saturday 18th May, commencing at 11:00 hrs, in
Noddfa Baptist Chapel, Philadelphia Road, Porthcawl..
Family and non-Masonic friends are most welcome too, and
the Rt. W. PGM hopes that all Brethren will make a special
effort to support this important event in our calendar (so
reserve the date now!). There is a car park near the Chapel
and street parking is available on Victoria Avenue, Park Street,

Highfield Avenue and Gordon Road, all within short walking
distance.
The service will be followed by a buffet reception (which should
be pre-booked through your Lodge Secretary nearer the time) at
the Albert Edward Prince of Wales Court RMBI Home in
Porthcawl, when the Manager, Alyson Owen-Neil will give a brief
update, and there will be the chance to meet some of the staff and
residents.

Obituaries

Requiescant in Pace
Bro. Tudor Rowlands, a member of
Maesteg Lodge No. 6805, who passed to
the Grand Lodge Above on 30th July 2012.
W.Bro. Clifford Campbell PPrJGW, a
Past Master of Dinas Powis Lodge No.
5997, who passed to the Grand Lodge
Above on 29th July 2012.
W.Bro. Alun C Williams PPrJGW, a Past
Master of Venables Llewellyn Lodge No.
3756, who passed to the Grand Lodge
Above on 26th July 2012.
Mrs Letitia A Prole, wife of W.Bro. Ralph
Prole, who died on 11th August 2012.
Bro. John Dodd PPrGStwd, a member of
Venables Llewellyn Lodge No. 3756, who
passed to the Grand Lodge Above on 18th
August 2012, aged 77 years.
W.Bro. Professor G Melvyn Howe
PPrAGDC, Past Master of Saint Padarn
Lodge No. 5472 and member of Venables
Llewellyn Lodge No. 3756, who passed
to the Grand Lodge Above in August 2012
aged 92 years.
W.Bro. Brian D Martin PPrAGDC, a
Past Master of Sapphire Lodge No. 5290,

"The Reason Why"
By Denis Woods

Denis Woods

I wrote this poem just after I came
back to Blighty after serving in the
Far East, especially in Korea.
"And all the young men went to war,
Their eager blood afire,
To echo deeds their father's did,
Their children to admire.
And all the young men went to war,
To prove that they were brave,
But the proof that came to many was
How lonely is the grave!
And all the young men went to war,
Not knowing how to die,
But all too soon they learned the way,
But not the reason - WHY!"
[Denis Woods PPrJGW, is a Past
Master (1986) of the Lodge of St.
Martin No. 8771, and he was a
member of the Provincial History
Book Committee as an Editor (for
type copy)].

who passed to the Grand Lodge Above on
30th August 2012.
W.Bro. Vivian R Thomas PPrJGW, a Past
Master of St. Catherine's Lodge No. 9503,
who passed to he Grand Lodge Above on 30th
August 2012 aged 80 years.
W.Bro. Frederick C Beacon PPrSGW, a
Past Master of Clive Lodge No.8973, who
passed to the Grand Lodge Above on 24th
August 2012 aged 89 years.
Mrs Susan Couch, wife of W.Bro. Michael
Couch of Afan Lodge No. 833, who died in
September 2012.
W.Bro. Malcolm Fennel, a Past Master of
Talygarn Lodge No. 7216, who passed to the
Grand Lodge Above on 15th September 2012.
Mrs Patsy Cope, wife of W.Bro. Ray Cope
PAGDC of Doric Lodge No. 5968, who died
on 20th April 2012.
Mr. Paul Hier, son-in-law of W.Bro. Alan
Edgecombe PPrSGD of Themis Lodge No.
6355, who died on 13th September 2012.
W.Bro. Terry Nolan, a Past Master of Lodge
of Amity No. 5823, who passed to the Grand
lodge Above in September 2012.
Mrs Pauline Hopkin, wife of V.W.Bro. Cdr
Roy Hopkin PGSwdB, PDepPGM, who died
on 11th October 2012.

Ted Wood,
1910 - 2012

E

dward Thomas Wood was born in
December 1910. He started his
working life as an apprentice pattern
maker, in his father's Iron Foundry in Brook
Street Barry, an occupation at which he
became highly talented.
However teaching would
become his future career.
Growing up, he developed a
love of music, and being
proficient with the saxophone,
clarinet and piano, he began to
exploit his musical skills at
various
clubs
and
establishments in the locality, eventually
becoming involved with a large Dance Band
playing the Saxophone. Within a short time,
he was managing another band with great
success, and even found time to establish
'Ted Wood & His Band', which started to
gain recognition throughout the locality, and
as far afield as North Wales where he would
play in various holiday camps during
summer holidays.
In 1928, Ted's father founded Barry Yacht
& Motor Boat Club, and Ted became
interested in sailing. He built his first
hydroplane, and started racing with some
success on local circuits (mainly on Roath
Park Lake, where races were held as charity
raising events for Cardiff Royal Infirmary).
A second hydroplane was built and the two
craft were raced by both
father and son. Using his
woodworking skills to
good effect he bought
several lifeboats, and
converted them into
sailing yachts. Ted's
involvement with the
newly formed club
deepened and in years to
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W.Bro. George C Heard
PPrSGD, Past Master of Lodge
of Progess No. 7928, and member of
Lodge of St Cenydd No. 6567, who
passed to the Grand Lodge Above on
30th October 2012, aged 97 years.
W.Bro. Rev. Canon John C Buttimore
PPrSGW, a Past Master of Lodge of
Harmony No. 8414, who passed to the
Grand Lodge Above on 24th October
2012 aged 85 years.
Mrs Marjorie Davis, wife of Bro. Ken
("the pen") Davis of Baglan Lodge No.
6079, who died on 17th October 2012.
W.Bro. Huw W Jones PPrAGDC, a Past
Master of Penybont Lodge No. 6743,
who passed to the Grand Lodge Above
in November 2012 aged 56 years.
W.Bro. Ken S Morgan PPrGSuptWks,
a Past Master of Amethyst Lodge No.
4026, who passed to the Grand Lodge
Above on 30th October 2012, aged 89
years.
W.Bro. Graham B Schewitz PPrAGDC,
a Past Master of Associated Engineers'
Lodge No. 7303, who passed to the Grand
Lodge Above on 7th November 2012
aged 82 years.

come, he held many offices, including that
of Commodore.
In August 1936, Ted married Irene Lucy
Evans with whom he would happily share
the next 68 years. At around this time he
took up a teaching post in Cadoxton
School, as woodworking/
handicrafts teacher. Upon
retiring as a teacher in 1973
Ted took up bowls and in
1990 became the founding
President of the newly
formed Millwood Bowls
Club leading with great
distinction before becoming
a life member. Ted has also been a long
time member of the Local Bridge Club,
and a member of the Barry Probus II Club.
Ted was initiated into the Vale of
Glamorgan Lodge on 22nd March 1944,
becoming Worshipful Master. in 1955. He
was exalted in the Barry Chapter on 20th
March 1945, becoming First Principal in
1962. A Founder Member of the Vale of
Glamorgan Chapter, he became First
Principal in 1966. In 1968 he became a
member of Powys Chapter Rose Croix,
and was a founder member of St Baruc
Chapter Rose Croix where he became
MWS in 1977.
An accomplished organist for many years,
his music added harmony to two Lodges,
two Chapters and Three Rose Croix
Chapters as well as many 'guest
appearances' as a visitor. His
entertaining and clever selection
of the musical accompaniment
to the installation of officers
always provided an added
dimension to the ceremonies.
Ted died peacefully at home in
August this year.

...continued from front cakes were then wheeled in (one in
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for supporting him on this memorable
occasion. Tributes were also paid by W.Bro.
David Challenger on behalf of the Lodge (who
recalled that Harold's bus was narrowly missed
by a German bomb whilst he was "enjoying a
cuppa" in the staff canteen); and Mr Brian
Burrows, husband of one of Harold's nieces,
who had known and respected him for many
years, said a few words on behalf of the family.
We were royally entertained by W.Bro. Jeff
Beynon PPrJGD (Past Master of Beaufort
Lodge No. 3834 and current WM of Edgar
Rutter Lodge No. 7196) who sang several songs
to his usual very high standard, and Harold's

the form of a Swan Bus), whilst all
present sang "Happy Birthday".
As we left to go home, we knew we
could look forward with eager
anticipation to the next Regular
Lodge meeting in November, which
was to be a celebration of Harold's
Masonic career, in the presence of the
Rt.W. PGM and many other Brethren
from Swansea, Neath, Llanelli, and
Tenby Lodges, who wished to pay
tribute to a delightful man and
exceptionally fine Mason.
Harold's Cakes

Indefatigable Honours CentenarianBy:WM
Mike Fenton

A

fortnight after his 100th Birthday
Party at the Masonic Hall Swansea,
and subsequently featuring on the
front page of the "South Wales Evening
Post" (as well as this edition of "Y
Dalaith"), W.Bro. Harold Paine presided
over a special Regular meeting of the
Indefatigable Lodge No. 237 on Monday
12th November.
It was special in that many distinguished
guests, including the Rt. W. Provincial
Grand Master, Captain Sir Norman Lloyd
Edwards, who had found time in his busy
schedule, were able to join in the
celebrations of the Province's oldest
Lodge and oldest ruling Master. We were
also delighted to welcome many Brethren
from Swansea and district Lodges, and
others from even further afield, including
Llanelli and Tenby in the Province of West
Wales, with whom the Indefatigable Lodge
has formal or social links.
The format of the meeting in the Temple
was unusual, in that was devoted to a brief
history of the Indefatigable Lodge and
Harold's significant contribution to it.
A joint presentation was given by W. Bros
Gareth Fursland (DC) and Alan Pickard
(Secretary), of material they had
meticulously researched from the Lodge's
historical material and Minute Books. This
commenced with the year 1777 (birth of
the Lodge), then the meeting of 14th
October 1812 (one hundred years before
Harold's birth, at which only five Members
were recorded as having been present!).
The early meetings took place in local
taverns (with some interestingly large bar
bills for alcoholic beverages!). Included
were references to the warships "HMS
Indefatigable" (several of them), which
were of particular interest to the PGM,
being an ex-Naval man.

Sir Noman and Harold at the Festive Board

Moving on to October 1912 (the month of
Photos: Peter Richards
Harold's birth), there were 50 Members
present at a First Degree Ceremony, out shopping, and often meeting friends
of a total of 199 Members (oh how we afterwards at a local pub "for a pint or two
would wish for that number today!). The and a bar snack". Having just renewed his
driving licence for another three years, he
recently motored to North Wales for a short
break, and the Matron at the home was
concerned that he would miss his meals, so
she provided him with a packed lunch.
Little did she know that Harold stopped for
a pub lunch in Builth Wells, and ate the
sandwiches as well!
In his response, Harold said how
Alan Pickard, PGM, Harold Paine,
overwhelmed he was with the support and
Gareth Fursland
good wishes he had received from Swansea
Masons and further afield (one e-mail of
next significant date was 9th February congratulation had been sent from the
1959, when Harold was one of six Commonwealth Grand Lodge of
gentlemen successful in a ballot for Saskatchewan in Canada).
admission, and he was Initiated at the Musical entertainment was provided by
Regular meeting three months later on 11th singer W.Bro. Jeff Beynon, a good friend
May 1959. Gareth explained that he would of Harold and the Lodge.
bring the history up to date at the Festive One of the raffle prizes (a bottle of vintage
Board, where he would propose the toast port) was won by the PGM who
to Harold's health, and he added that some immediately put it up for auction,
of the important documents mentioned in conducting the proceedings himself with his
the presentation would be available on
display downstairs in the dining area for
general perusal.
The Festive Board was attended by some
140 diners, the largest number seen in the
Indefatigable Lodge for many years. A
roast beef dinner was followed by the
formal toasts, and the PGM responded
with great delight to the toast (proposed
by Harold) to his own Health. Sir Norman
explained how privileged he felt to have
been made an honorary member of the
Lodge, and he was absolutely delighted
Mutual Congratulations
to be present at such an auspicious and
unique evening; he was in the oldest Lodge customary humour and skills - he managed
in the Province, sitting next to the oldest to raise £50 which he donated to the charity
ruling Master in England and Wales, and of Harold's choice. The raffle itself had
he himself was the oldest Provincial Grand produced a total of £216.00 for the Lodge's
Master in England and Wales - something charitable funds.
surely of interest to United Grand Lodge, There were three responses to the Visitors'
and their publication "Freemasonry Toast, ably given by the current WMs of
Today" in particular.
Gnoll Lodge No. 5057, RP St J Charles
DC Gareth Fursland proposed Harold's Lodge No. 6466, and the Prince of Wales
Health, outlining his career in the local Lodge No. 671 in Llanelli, with whom the
Gower bus services and subsequently in Indefatigable Lodge exchanges annual
retail store management, in particular official visits.
bicycle sales and repairs. Gareth remarked It was a pity that the evening had to come
that although now a resident in a care to an end, as such a good time was had by
home, Harold treats it as a 'hotel', regularly all - it was an event unlikely to be
venturing out in his car to do his own experienced by any of us again.
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