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Prince Llewellyn Dedicate a New Banner

O

by : Richard Edwards
n Monday, 4th February 2013, The new Prince Llewellyn
Banner was dedicated by the Provincial Grand Master,
R.W.Bro. Capt. Sir Norman Lloyd -Edwards KVCO
GStJ RD* RNR. This banner replaces the original one which
has graced the wall of the Main Temple for most of the Lodge’s
115 year history.
The Worshipful Master, W.Bro. Ken Stephenson, PPGReg
opened the Lodge and many visiting Brethren were admitted
and welcomed. He then received the Provincial Grand Master

and his dedicating team led by the Deputy
Director of Ceremonies, W.Bro. Graham
Gonthier PPrAGDC.
The PGM accepted the Gavel from the
Worshipful Master in order to conduct the
ceremony. This included an enlightening talk
on the origins and signicance of banners in
general and lodge banners in particular. The
PGM alluded especially to the hard work,
effort and skill contributed into designing and
making the banner by Marina Stock who is
married to W Bro. Philip Stock, Secretary of
Prince Llewelyn Lodge.

The new banner was duly paraded around the Lodge by W.Bro.
Ken Stephenson and dedicated by the Provincial Grand Master
and everyone was impressed by the dignity and splendor of the
occasion.
Lodge Insignia, banner design, motto and meaning:
Prince Llewellyn Lodge was named after Llewelyn ap Gruffydd
who lived from 1236-1282. The Arms
used by the Lodge, as depicted on the
beautiful banner presented by the rst
Wor.shipful Master, Bro. Col. D. Rees
Lewis in March
1896, are the
Arms of Wales,
“Quarterly Or
and Gules, Four
Lions, Passant,
Guardant,
Counterchanged.” Not
only were these
the Arms of
Llewelyn ap
Gruffydd but they were also the Arms
assumed by Owain Glyndwr when he
proclaimed himself Prince of Wales in
1402. Happily, these Arms are charged
on a shield which is borne in a dragon
“displayed,” while above the Arms the
ribbon on which the name and number
of the Lodge appear is supported by two
leeks “in saltire;” thus the Lodge’s heraldic
achievement features not only the Arms
of Wales, but also its Badge the Dragon
and its Emblem, the Leek. Underneath
appears the Motto of the Lodge : “ Calon
wrth Galon,” (Heart to Heart), and signies
that feeling not only towards each other
but also towards all Freemasons in general
which marks all true members of the Prince
Llewellyn Lodge.
The Provincial Grand Master was also pleased to add to
the splendour of the occasion by presenting W.Bro. David
Hackman with his Past Assistant Grand Master Collaret, (see
picture on left), W.Bro. David is an honorary member of Prince
Llewellyn Lodge and has previously been its Mandated Grand
Lodge Ofcer.
The evening was rounded off by a splendid banquet where
everyone enjoyed themselves immensely in celebrating this
historical occasion for Prince Llewellyn Lodge.
A full history of the Lodge, co-written by Richard and his
father the late W. Bro. David Edwards, PPJGD, can be found
in the South Wales, Masonic History Book.

Visit the Provincial Website l www.southwalesmason.com l and the News service l office@province.org.uk
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Chairman’s Letter

Dear Brethren All,
As you read your magazine today, spare a
thought for the Ruth, the Widow of our Editor, Mike
Fenton, who passed to the Grand Lodge Above, on
28th February, and his sons Derek and Neil, Mike’s
Obituary is on page 31.
Much of the preparation for this issue had already
been done by Mike and I am privileged to have been
able to complete his work, he will be sorely missed
by all of the Y Dalaith Team.
This issue, as always covers a wide spectrum of
Masonic activities over the last four months and
in particular, we congratulate V.W.Bro. Gareth
Jones on his Appointment as our new Provincial
Grand Master and look forward to reporting his
Installation in September in our January edition.
We have also covered many of the activities of our
agship home, the Albert Edward Prince of Wales
Court, as we feel that the work of the staff at this ne
establishment, is worthy of such recognition.
Brethren, this is your magazine which is the
number one publication for passing information to
all in our Province, and as our present Provincial
Grand Master, R.W.Bro. Captain Sir Norman LloydEdwards has said many times, it should be read by
every member, yet we are getting requests to cut the
numbers to be delivered to certain Lodges, many
of which are already taking copies far less than
their listed numbers of Members. To keep the price
of £1.00 per copy, which we have done since its
rst inception some 23 years ago, we carry out all
Artwork, Graphics, etc., “in house,” otherwise the
cost would be some £3.00 or more ! Can I therefore

Grand Charity Grants
During the past few months the following have been disbursed:
£15,000.00 emergency grant to Phillipines Red Cross for relief
work following the Typhoon disaster.
£600,000.00 for hospice services, as well as major grants in
areas of support for vulnerable people, youth opportunities,
and medical research.
£26,500.00 to fourteen small nationwide charities.
Visit http://www.grandcharity.org/news for more details.

“Y Dalaith” on the
Provincial Website
If you have missed earlier copies of this magazine, you can read
them at: http://magazine.southwalesmason.com where they
will be posted one year after their original publication date.
For the weblog, visit: http://blog.southwalesmason.com

ask all Lodge Secretaries to look at the number of
copies they are taking at present and how many more
they could possibly take up, surely our magazine must
be worth a pound of anybody’s money !
It has been suggested on several occasions, that the
cost of your magazine, £4.00 per year), be added to
the Lodge Fees and also that copies could be given
to Brethren who due to illness or age, can no longer
get to our meetings, and also to our Widows, many
of whom, I know from personal experience, enjoy
reading the Y Dalaith. I am sure that our Lodge
Almoners would be happy to take this up as part of
their duties, if they were asked. If your Lodge can take
extra copies, please contact me on 029 20308634 or
don.jones3@ntlworld.com and I will be delighted to
make the arrangements. It would be a great tribute
to the work of our departed Editor, Mike, if I could
report in our next issue that the demand for copies
had risen.
Finally Brethren, I trust you will enjoy your
magazine and wish you all a happy and healthy break
in July and August
Yours Sincerely & Fraternally
Don Jones
Chairman

Submitting Your Copy
The Closing Dates for copy for the next two Issues are:(September 2013 Issue 53) - Monday 8th July 2013
(January 2014 Issue 54) - Monday 4th November 2013
All copy should be sent as early as possible to your local
Reporter. or preferably you can e-mail it directly to me. To
ensure your work has the best possible chance of publication in
the next issue, please don’t leave it until the cut-off date. Articles
submitted through either channel should carry the author’s name,
contact telephone number and address.
Photographs taken with a good Digital Camera enhance
any article, and are always welcome. Whilst it is not always
possible, we will do our best to improve poor quality pictures
with our software. BUT please note, since photographs must
be adjusted for colour printing and resized to t available
space it is vital that they are separated from any text. This
will help me enormously.
Finally, the Editorial Committee hope you will enjoy this issue,
and we thank everyone for their contributions - please keep them
coming. If I have received a story and it is not in this issue, you
have my promise - it will be in the next.
Ed.

Advertisements There is a limited amount of space
available for advertisements and the rates are
Quarter Page £50.00 Half Page £90.00 per issue +VAT

N.B. Advertisements are accepted at face value and
no liability can be accepted for the actions of the
advertisers. Don Jones is the contact point.

All Artwork, Graphics etc., are produced in House
Y Dalaith Executive Ofﬁcer : Donald L. Jones, 18 Lyncroft Close, Old St. Mellons, Cardiff. CF3 5PX. Tel : 02920 308634. email : don.jones3@ntlworld.com
Editor : Mike Fenton,

Our Deputy Provincial Grand Master
is to be our New
Provincial Grand Master
photo : Anthony Howell
Brethren will be aware that R.W.Bro
Captain Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards will
be retiring as our Provincial Grand Master
at the end of the current Masonic Year, on
30th June 2013, we wish him well in his
retirement and offer our grateful thanks for
the ve grand years of his tenure as our
Provincial Grand Master
We were also delighted to hear that on the
12th December 2012, the Most Worshipful,
The Grand Master had been pleased to
appoint V.W.Bro. Gareth Jones, OBE,
Grand Sword Bearer, Deputy Provincial
Grand Master, to be his successor with
effect from 1st July 2013. We know that
this news will be well received within
our Province and beyond, and we heartily
congratulate V.W.Brother Gareth on his
appointment and wish him good health
and much happiness to enjoy the high
Ofce to which he is to be honoured.
It is expected that the Installation
Ceremony will be in the early part of
September 2013.
W.Bro. Gareth, was born and brought up in Rumney, was
educated in Rumney High School and Llanrumney High
School. He joined the Civil Service in 1979 and, while he
was Private Secretary to Lord Young, Secretary of State for
Trade and Industry in the Thatcher Government, he got rather
bored commuting on the train back and forth to Kent, so he
studied Modern History to pass the time and obtained an
Open University Degree as a consequence. He played rugby

Do You Have
Graphic Art Skills ?
The Y Dalaith Team are looking for

An Editor
The Post entails collection of copy,
via Reporters and Lodges.
Setting up copy and photographs in
preparation for printing, using
InDesign and Photoshop Software,
liasing with Printers arranging
printing schedules etc.
If you have these skills and would be
interested in joining our Team, Please
contact

Don Jones on 029 20308634
mob : 07906822767
email : don.jones3@ntlworld.com
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for Cardiff HSOB RFC; hence his link
with Harlequins Lodge and was Initiated
into that Lodge on 13th February 1984
and, after serving in all the Ofces, was
installed into the Chair in May 1993. He
was subsequently accorded the honour
of being appointed to the Active Rank of
ProvGSwdB in 1999 as his rst ofce in
Provincial Grand Lodge.
He was therefore very highly thought
of, and went on to be appointed as
ProvGDC in 2004, an Ofce he held for
three years. In 2005 he was elevated to the
Rank of PAGDC, being invested by the
Grand Master himself at the Grand Lodge
meeting in April of that year. Then in 2007
he became the rst Initiate of Harlequins
Lodge to be appointed as an Assistant
Provincial Grand Master, promoted to
Senior Grand Deacon at Grand Lodge in
April 2008, and then promoted to Deputy
Provincial Grand Master in March 2011.
His Investiture as Deputy PGM took place
at a Regular Meeting of his Mother Lodge
when the PGM, R.W.Bro. Captain Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards
accompanied by a full Provincial Team invested W.Bro. Gareth
as Deputy and went on to Invest W.Bro. Paul Marshall, OBE,
ProvGTreas, PAGDC, as APGM. Very interestingly the PGM
had accepted the Gavel that evening from the Acting WM,
W.Bro. Peter Jones PPrJGW, (now PAGDC), the blood brother
of W.Bro. Gareth. In 2012, Gareth was appointed as Grand
Sword Bearer in United Grand Lodge, as far as we can tell the
rst such appointment from this Province.
W.Bro. Gareth is a Joining Member of ve Lodges, Hendre,
Benevolence, The Lord Swansea, Dewi Sant and the Welsh
Installed Masters Lodge, which meets in London. He is also
an Honorary Member of no less than eighteen other Lodges in
the Province.
He was responsible for the introduction and establishment of
the Universities Scheme within the Province of South Wales,
and, having been a member of the organising committee of the
1999 Festival, was appointed as Chairman of the 2010 Festival
Event Committee by R.W.Bro. Hywel Davies. It can clearly be
seen that W.Bro. Gareth does nothing by halves!
He holds Grand Rank in the Holy Royal Arch and in the
Mark Degree.
In private life Gareth is married to Susan who is a Primary
School Headmistress and they have two lovely children, Lucy,
a Secondary School teacher and William, who is an army
Ofcer in the Royal Welsh Regiment. He has a fairly active
interest in most sports having played team tennis and rugby at
a high level, and he now enjoys skiing. Quite a large part of his
social life is taken up watching William play rugby as he has
represented Wales at every level up to and including Under 21s,
and has gained rugby blues at Cambridge University.
In working life W.Bro. Gareth has been a Civil Servant for
over thirty years and has mastered many demanding roles,
including as already mentioned, Private Secretary to Lord
Young, Director of Operations for Wales during the Foot
and Mouth outbreak in 2001, Director of Environment and
Agriculture, Chief Executive of Companies House and HM
Registrar of Companies for England and Wales, and from
March 2012 Director General at the Welsh Government. It was
because of his role as Director of Operations for Wales that
he was awarded his OBE in 2003 for ‘services to the Welsh
Assembly’. A really most impressive c.v. if ever there was one.
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60 Years in Freemasonry

W

By : Kenwyn Ball
.Bro. Ian Boag Munn, P.Pr.J.G.W. of the Dinas Powis
Lodge No.5997, has celebrated 60 years in Freemasonry.
The presentation of his 60-year Certicate was made
by V.W.Bro. Peter Frost, PDPGM, who unfortunately was unable
to stay for the festive board and photographs. W.Bro. Ian made a
presentation of his own; a Banner for the Dinas Powis Lodge which
will be dedicated at a future meeting.
Ian was initiated on the 12th
November 1952 into Lodge Nitshill
No.1478, Scottish Constitution. He
was the Lodge’s rst Initiate and
was presented with a certicate
in August 2012 in Glasgow. He
was for many years a Ship’s
Engineer and traveled the globe,
experiencing Freemasonry in
many far off lands. After coming
ashore, he spent several years
with the BBC before reaching
retirement age, though retirement
itself was not on his agenda and
he undertook several project
management roles, in the main,

Our Y Dalaith Veteran
is Elected as
W.M of Hendre Lodge

O

n Thursday, 24th January, at the Hendre Lodge
No.3250, the Duke of Connaught Temple was, as
usual, lled to capacity, and we were delighted to
hear that W.Bro. Brian Edward Langley had been Elected as
Worshipful Master for the coming year.
Brian as most Brethren in our Province are aware
has been a stalwart supporter of our magazine
for some 17 of its 22 years, during which he
has acted as Reporter, Secretary, Treasurer,
Chairman/Gazette Ofcer and even now still
assists as a Reporter and Consultant.
We make no apology for this particular
article, as we are proud that our Veteran has
been honoured in this way, and the Executive
and Reporters of the Y Dalaith, all wish him
well and that he will enjoy a fantastic year as
Master, when he is Installed in October
Besides the time he has spent on our magazine,
Brian has had a very varied Masonic career, being
Initiated into the Beehive Lodge No.6265 in 1974,
became the Worshipful Master in 1986 and served
as Director of Ceremonies for some 10 years. He became a
Joining Member of Aelwyd Lodge No.7982 and its Master
in 1999. He is also a Member of the Lodge of Benevolence
No.7305 in 1995 and Joined Hendre Lodge in January 1989,

Monmouthshire’s
Gift to AEPoW Court

T

he picture shows Monm outhshire
Provincial Almoner W. Bro. Jim Wheeler,
Home Manager Alyson Owen and Chairman of
the Friends of the Court W. Bro. Alan Gardener.
The Province of Monmouthshire made a

at the University of Wales,
Cardiff.
Ian found the time to be
Worshipful Master of Dinas
Powis Lodge in 1987 and
again in 1999. He was for
many years Lodge Secretary
and then Lodge Preceptor,
constantly encouraging new
members to get involved
and fulll their Masonic
potential. He is still a very
active visitor and can often
be found “lling in” where
an opportunity presents
itself. Sadly, Ian’s wife
Ann passed away suddenly in October this year. She was
constantly supportive of his Masonic involvement and
was ever present at Lodge functions.
Picture 1 shows the Worshipful Master, W.Bro. A.
George Taplin with W.Bro. Ian in the Temple at Penarth.
Picture 2 shows W.Bro. Ian with a Commemorative
plate, which was presented to him by the WM on behalf
of the Brethren of Dinas Powis Lodge.

where he acted as Junior Warden in 2002 under the Mastership of
W.Bro. Keith B. Lockyer.
In 1991 he was Appointed as Past Provincial Assistant Grand
Director of Ceremonies, Promoted in 2001 to Past Provincial
Junior Grand Warden, in 2005 Promoted to the Grand Ofcer rank
of Past Grand Standard Bearer and in 2011 was appointed as the
Acting Provincial Senior Grand Warden of our Province
Other Orders in which he is involved are. Holy Royal Arch
Chapter, where he has risen to the rank of P.Pr.G.S.N., the Mark
Degree, where he has the Grand Ofcer rank of P.A.G.D.C. and
Rose Croix, where he is still progressing.
Despite the time and effort that his Masonic workload makes
on his day, Brian has also been involved in the Masonic
Feed the Homeless, since 1996, as Treasurer and then as
Chairman, when V.W.Bro. Roy Hopkin, the instigator of
this very worthy charitable unit, handed over in 1996.
He acted as Committee Secretary in the compilation
and production of the History of the Province of
South Wales, released in January 2012 and which has
received great acclaim from many other Provinces
After the announcement in Hendre Lodge, Brian
said that he regarded this latest honour as being of the
highest, especially when you glance through the Past
Masters of Hendre Lodge, and his response to W.Bro.
Naunton Liles announcement was total amazement, that he
should have been even considered as Master Elect and that
the gasps that were heard around the Lodge Room conrmed that
the Brethren must have felt the same!!
Well earned Brian and may you continue to go from strength to
strength.

donation of £500.00 to the friends of the court
and we thank them for their continued support.
We are keen to involve Monmouthshire in our
40th Anniversary year celebrations as the Province
donated the land on which the home resides. We
hope they will continue to support us in such an
important year. As always we are eternally grateful
for the continued support received from both South
and West Wales.

Burns Morning
at AEPoW Court

R

By: Becky Timms
MBI Albert Edward Prince of Wales
Court would like to thank Bro.
Charles McBride and Maesteg Lodge

arranged and funded the piping
in of the Haggis for the residents
at RMBI Albert Edward. Charles
McBride was wielding his knife,
whilst reciting the address to the
haggis. This was a real treat for our
residents, especially Mrs Campbell
who is a Scottish native. Mrs
Campbell had her own Quaich
(Scottish drinking cup) which our
residents used to sample some
Famous Grouse Whisky. They
especially enjoyed eating the haggis
and many had never sampled this
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delicacy before. All were especially joyous
when the piper performed a rendition of
Calon Lan, a true Welsh classic!

for providing a Scottish Treat for our residents.
On the morning of the 25th of January our
residents were treated to the delightful tones of
Scottish Piper Mr Dave McMinn on this Burns
Day 2013.
Bro. Charles McBride and Maesteg Lodge

Prostate Cancer
Talk

T

By: Byron Butler
hirty Brethren and friends braved the elements to attend
the talk on Prostate Cancer at the Masonic Hall, Bridgend,
on 23rd January. W. Bro. George Royle, The Provincial
Almoner who organized the evening introduced the speakers and
Andy Thomas, Consultant Surgeon Princess of Wales Hospital,
gave a very informative illustrated talk on Prostate Diseases, with
the various options for treatment available including the up to date
Da Vinci Robotic surgery. This is only available in England with
41 centres, and anyone from Wales seeking such treatment has to
pay for it under the NHS.
Andy was followed by Kevin Davies, a Professor of Nursing
at Glamorgan University, who gave his account of events from
the time of diagnosis to surgery in a Bristol Hospital and post
operatively, and the decisions he had to make on the options for
treatment that were on offer.
Dai John was the third speaker who again informed the audience
of his journey through to surgery, which in his case was a much
longer period due to various circumstances. Dai completed his
presentation in song with guitar, using one of Max Boyce’s tunes
and had written his own words describing his experiences of his
illness.
A very informative, thought provoking and entertaining evening
was appreciated by all.
To accommodate those unable to attend on this occasion, it is
hoped to repeat the event sometime in March. Further information
relative to the subject can be obtained from :
www.prostatecymru.com or www.whatsyourpsa.com.
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Port Talbot Fund-Raising

T

by : Roger Gale
he various Masonic Lodges in Port Talbot spent considerable time in
the year past raising funds for a number of very worthy causes, and
those efforts saw a Gala Night at the Forge Road Masonic Hall rounding off the fund raising and incorporating the presentation of the funds to a
number of groups. The evening – and indeed many of the events that helped
raise the money – was co-ordinated by W.Bro Gherold Davies, both he and his
colleagues W.Brothers Viv Davies, John Bowen and Simon Ogelsby joined
by the Assistant Provincial
Grand Master W.Bro Jeffrey P. Thomas, to present
the much of the £5,400
raised to representatives of
Everybody’s Gateway Club
that provides activities and
support for the independence, social skills, and well
being of young and old with
learning difculties, and the
team members representing
the Yr Rhosyn Cancer Care
and Support facility at Neath
Port Talbot Hospital.
The years activities – part
of the Freemasonry in Port
Talbot work to encourage
younger Masons in the town to participate alongside the longer established
Brethren – included ‘A walk up Snowdon’ weekend, Sunday lunches, and
Rugby Match socials, supported by so many Masons during the year, ttingly
celebrated at the Gala Dinner where all were entertained by an amazing local
singer, the haunting vocal power and condent rendition of Casey Rowland

totally belying her age of just thirteen ! Those
present may possibly have witnessed a star of the
future ! In addition to the charitable donations
a presentation of £900 was made to the Provincial Samaritan Fund, and £500 to the Port Talbot
Lodges Building Fund.
Pictured are the four W.Brethren who co-ordinated the fund raising, along with the Assistant
PGM W.Bro Jeffrey P. Thomas, and W.Bro Gherold Davies and the Asst.PGM passing the donations on to Mrs. Howard and Mr. Doyle of the
YRCC and Gateway Club respectively

Doric Lodge Deacons’
Generosity aids Organists

A

By: Mike Fenton
new piece of high-tec equipment has recently been
donated and installed in Swansea’s Major Temple
organ loft to assist organists when accompanying
ceremonies, particularly those conducted in virtually
complete darkness. In those circumstances organists
have for many years relied on their ears to determine the
progression of the perambulating party (curtains being
closed to eliminate music desk lights), so that background
music can be both timely and appropriate. Being able
to see what is going on will be of tremendous benet,
particularly in Third Degree ceremonies.
The equipment consists of an infra-red camera,
mounted so that a complete picture can be relayed to the
monitor placed above the organ console. The images are
clear, and give a similar view to that given in normal light
conditions via the mirror above the player.
The two benefactors are Brothers David Mellor (Senior
Deacon), and Ian Greenhill (Junior Deacon), partners
in a local computer company COMCEN, who not only
provided the equipment but also installed it. Operation
is simple and straightforward, so one does not need to
be a “bofn” or undergo intensive training. Contrary
to light-hearted remarks made on the evening of the
equipment’s installation, it can not be used to view
television programmes if proceedings are boring!
This most generous gesture is highly-appreciated, and
will I’m sure prove to be a valuable aid to organists. As
one of their number, I extend my own personal thanks
to David and Ian.

Secret Service ?

W

By: Paul Phillips
Bro Paul Phillips, (Penllergaer Lodge 5567, Swansea) PPrAGR, and
W Bro John Carpenter (Brecknock Lodge no 651, Brecon) are both
Past Masters of Swansea Lodges, Paul of Penllegaer Lodge and John
of Dyffryn Tawe Lodge No. 6656. They are both members of the Penllergaer
Royal Arch Chapter, Paul is a Past First Principal and currently DC, whilst John
is Scribe N. Paul is also a Past Sovereign of the Morgannwg Rose Croix Chapter
No.70 in Swansea.
In their spare time they are both presenters on Radio Tircoed, local community
radio for Swansea, based behind the community hall in Tircoed Forest Village.
Tircoed is near J47 on the M4. Radio Tircoed (www.radiotircoed.com) is a
community radio station in the truest sense, broadcasting on 106.5 FM and on the
internet, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We have over 40 volunteers who all love
our little radio station. It is manned “live” from 7.00 am until 12.00 midnight when
it goes into automation. We present a variety of shows which try to appeal to all
sorts of musical tastes in both English and Welsh and we also present community
talk shows where members of
the public are invited to phone
in or be “live” in the studio.
In October, 2011, we took
delivery of our new bigger
studio, situated in the same site
as our former home. The new
studio is split into three rooms
- a green room, a recording and
administration studio and studio
1 from where we broadcast. We
have just celebrated our fourth
year of broadcasting, our Ofcom
license being granted as of 1st
December 2008. Tircoed`s
advertising rates are extremely
reasonable and the radio runs a well-supported monthly 100 Club.
Happy Jack (Paul) is on every Friday between 12 noon and 4 pm and he plays
oldies from the 60s, 70s and 80s. Regular features on his show
include The Double Top 5, when he plays and discusses the songs
in the UK top 5 from bygone years. Each week, he is also In The
Spotlight with a group or solo artist from the period, where he
presents an in-depth look at their life and career, interspersed by
songs from their recording output. Paul is a retired primary school
deputy head teacher, with many interests including cycling,
reading, radio and of course Freemasonry.
John (the Violinman)’s show is on Wednesday evenings
between 6 until 8 pm. John is known as John the Violinman not
only for his love of violin music, but as he also runs a successful
business repairing and selling musical instruments and teaching
the violin. John says, “The violin is the most versatile of all
instruments, deservedly known as the King of Instruments.” John
has arranged museum exhibitions, one in the Swansea Museum
lasting two months, and has been known to give interesting talks
to local groups, and has an encyclopeadic knowledge of local
violin makers. He is an enthusiastic player, John plays with
Swansea Community Orchestra but his real love is traditional

He said “Half it and you begin”

music from around the world, he
7
loves the American style, mixed up
with Scottish, Shetland and Canadian music.
All have different styles but inuence each
other, music is truly international and knows

no specic language.
You too could be involved in their shows and
have a request or dedication played, either by
emailing the station on dj@radiotircoed.com
or by phoning the station on 01792 898628.
If you are really brave then maybe you could
come on one of the shows as a guest and tell
the listeners about your interests or just pop in
for a friendly cup of coffee, in any case tune
in to Radio Tircoed and hear two Brethren as
you`ve not heard them before!.

Following in
Uncle’s Footsteps
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A

by : Don Jones
delighted Sid Robling, Secretary of our journal, proudly informs
me that his nephew Michael has recently been installed in the
Chair of the Ontario Lodge No.26, Port Hope, Canada.
Michael was born in Talbot Green in 1966 and moved to Canada as
a two year old when his teacher parents Les and Eluned of Tonyrefail
emigrated in search of a new life.
His father was offered a teaching post at Port Credit Grammar School
before landing a prestigious lecturing role at Trinity College, Port Hope
- a renowned fee paying institution which attracts student worldwide.
As a youngster Michael became passionately fond of ice hockey —
not a sport for the faint hearted and excelled as a goal tender. Despite
padding and masked protection Mike still proudly displays his ‘tribal scars’ from
encounters on the ice.
At the University of Toronto he gained an MSc in Urban Planning and has since
travelled
extensively
as a business analyst to
Australia, China, India
and Malaysia.
He met his lovely Indian
born wife, Srividya in
Chennai where she was
employed by a company
associated with his own
organisation.
Mike’s Masonic links
can be traced back to
his Grandfather Bro.
Jack Jones of the Trisant
Lodge No.4154. There is
no doubt that his Uncle
Sid’s involvement in the
craft further enhanced and inuenced his Masonic career. Amply illustrated when Sid
and W.Bro. Douglas J Morgan of St. Gwynno No.8599 and former school
chum of Michael’s parents ew over to support him in his third Degree
ceremony.
Both were invited some two months earlier, to play some part in the
proceedings, and despite attending a rehearsal the night before were
requested to prove themselves Masons before admittance on the night itself!
The ceremony was performed to a high standard whereupon Michael was
required to repeat his second degree obligation by heart - which he did quite
awlessly - before the Senior Past Masters of the Lodge got into a huddle
prior to judging Michael a suitable Candidate to be raised to a higher degree.
These ‘prociency tests’ in all three degrees, ensure that Candidates acquire
a much wider knowledge of the ceremonies, especially their symbolical

T

Gnoll Lodge Donate

he Ladies Evening of the Gnoll Lodge
No.5057 Master W.Bro Harry Grifths and his
wife Lynda raised the sum of £250.00 which was
donated to the MacMillan organisation. W.Bro.
Harry was pleased to be able to further increase a
previous donation made by the Gnoll Lodge, and
he is pictured presenting the funds to Mrs Gaynor
Williams, Chair of the Macmillan cancer support
team at the Glynneath branch near Neath.

meaning, than our Candidates in this
country.
The Grand Master of the Masonic Province
of Ontario presides over some 604 Lodges
involving a membership of 57,000 Brethren.
* Michael is a Scottish Rite Mason which
is perhaps the most powerful Masonic
organisation in the USA and Canada, and
is a 32° Mason. Both he and Srividya are
Eastern Star members. Eastern Star is the
largest fraternal organisation in the world
to which men and women may belong.
A genuine Masonic relationship is an
essential pre-requisite: Male members
must be Master Masons in good standing
and a lady candidate must be mother or
wife, sister or daughter of a Freemason.
* Harry Carr’s Masonry in the USA and
Canada.

Olive Newton
receives MBE

A

By: Roger Gale
ll in Neath Masonic circles
and no doubt in the wider
world of F reemas onry
in which they are known
congratulate Mrs Olive Newton,
wife of W.Bro. David Newton
PPrGSwdB, on the award of the
MBE in the recent Honours List.
Olive received the medal for long
service to education, to the Bench, to
the community of Neath, and above
all for her work both nationally
and internationally for Soroptimist
International, being the Federation
- UK and Commonwealth President
1996-97, invited to speak at the

UN on Women in the Criminal Justice
system in 2000 and from 2001-2003 she
was Chair of the Wales
Women’s Coalition, a Government
sponsored group.
Olive also lightheartedly reports that
she has a goat named after her in
Mozambique, that may have been a
factor in her success !
In typically modest fashion Olive says
that she has been blessed with a life
which has offered so many opportunities
to do what she could along the way
and that she could not have done any
of it without the support of her family,
and especially her pillar of support
called David ! Neath Masonic circles
certainly owe them both a great deal for
unstinting service in many ways, and we
congratulate them both for an honour
shared, as they have shared life together.

The Keeper of the Pickles
was proud
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by : Kevin Hearne
Photography by : Anthony Howell
n the 1990’s the port of Barry was the home of the Royal
Research Ship Base with international departures a plenty.
Crews included at least one known member of a Barry Lodge.
Masons aboard these ships company quickly became known to
each other. Whilst moored in Barry, a recently Initiated member
from a lodge on the Isle of Arran joined the discrete, informal
practice evenings often held by the Vale of Glamorgan Lodge.
The Scottish brother’s enthusiasm to attend saw him partake as
a candidate on many occasions, his willing attendance triggering
the rst of many reciprocal visits from Barry in early 1995, to
Arran on Scotland’s West Coast
That rst perambulation of four brethren had amongst them,

I

the late W.Bro. Albert Williams. A strong and loyal bond
developed with many life-long friendships begun and it saw
W.Bro. Colin Manning lead a party north in 1998 when his
friend Andy Perrie, was RWM of the St. Molio’s Lodge No.774.
The dye was set and every two years since a deputation of
Brethren and their Ladies from Barry have attended the St.
Molio’s Ladies Festival held on North West of the Isle of Arran.
The Vale of Glamorgan Installation in 1999 saw the
presentation of a boxed set of the third degree working
tools, made from authentic wood from the Royal Discovery
Research Vessel from Cooks voyage to the Arctic Circle and so
the nautical connection was
further cemented.
The tradition continues
and 14 July last year, saw 14
Brethren and 3 Ladies from
Arran and Argyle sojourn
over Hadrians Wall, across
foreign soil and finally
through a gap in Offa’s
Dyke and south to Barry with
Breaksea Lodge No.8358
their hosts. Celtic cousins
again united
The RWM and Brethren of
St. Molio’s conducted an exemplary demonstration of the full
Scottish Third Degree Ceremony before an inspired “ticket only”
gathering of over 100 in a packed Temple
Guests included our very own PGM, R.W.Bro. Captain
Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards, V.W.Bro. Donald Bannatyne,
R.W. Substitute PGM of Argyle and the Isles and the Grand
Superintendent W.Bro. David Westall
W.Bro. Vernon Holtam, a Founder Member of Breaksea and
locally styled “Worshipful Keeper of the Pickles” said “Little
did we think when we started this Lodge that we would have
such a fantastic evening under our banner - I feel truly proud
to have witnessed it - our Scottish visitors were outstanding”
Proceeds in excess of £900.00 were donated to Barry Male
Voice Choir in memory of W.Bro. Albert and Cardiff & Vale
Youth Orchestra at the request of our Scottish visitor

Until next time then

www.lodgeandchapter.com

Showroom open in Swansea
Quality Masonic Regalia Available for all orders
Gloves £3.99 a pair (Limited Offer)
Buy online at :

www.lodgeandchapter.com
The Business Centre, 1-5 Peniel Green Road,
Llansamlet, Swansea. SA7 9AP
Tel : 01792 310110 Mob : 07970614073
Open : 9.00 am to 5.00 pm Monday - Friday
Or any other time by appointment

The Cardiff
Children’s
Christmas Party
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by : Brian Scott
pictures : Frank Agius

n Sunday 2 December 2012 the
Cardiff Masonic Hall Company
held its annual Christmas party for
disadvantaged children.
The usual team of helpers arrived at 10.00
a.m. to prepare the rooms, setup and lay
the tables and set out the balloons and
other decorations.

At 2.00 p.m. more than seventy local
children arrived and were immediately
impressed with an enormous bouncy
castle in the foyer of the Masonic Hall.
Queues of patient children also formed
for the ever popular face painting
tirelessly carried out by some of the more
artistically inclined volunteers
Upstairs was the disco where the DJ
kept the children entertained on the
dance oor until they had worked up an

appetite at which point they all headed
for the dining room where they enjoyed
tucking in to chicken nuggets and chips
followed by ice cream.
After they had eaten the children were
treated to a magic show before returning
to the disco where a very special visitor
was eagerly awaited.
After being suitably ‘wound up’ by
the enthusiastic DJ an excited audience
cheered in anticipation as Santa,
(bearing an uncanny resemblance to
the Provincial Second
Grand Principal Frank
Agius), accompanied
by three wise men,
arrived on his sleigh.
After
receiving
rapturous
applause
and excited cries
Santa called out the
name of each girl and
boy who then came
forward to receive
their present, many
wide eyed and taking
the opportunity of
whispering in Santa’s
ear.
After waving Santa a fond farewell
the children made their way home. An
enjoyable day was had by all.
As always, grateful thanks go to
Cardiff Masonic Hall staff Leanne,
Jamie, the kitchen staff and to all the
volunteers who gave up their Sunday
for this very worthwhile cause.

The Engineered Approach to Boat Building
and Sword Bearing Skills
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by : Sid Robling
W.Bro Terry Scarfe’s family run business in the competitive world of structural/steelwork
erection and fabrication has earned a ne reputation in the UK and abroad.
Terry was born in the mining valley village of Abertridwr and educated at the now defunct
‘college on the hill’ Cwmaber Secondary School. His keenness to excel shone through. He
was head boy, a badminton champion and talented soccer and rugby player. More importantly
perhaps his shot putt record will stand unchallenged following the closure of the school.No
connection here with engineering skills one might add, not that is until leaving school in 1970. Thereafter he spent three years at Ystrad Mynach
College studying general engineering before going on to win the Smiths IndustriesAward as ‘Top Student’of the year! Yet rugby and soccer and sport in
general were not forgotten for he represented his college with credit.
He formed a rock band about this time and met and fell in love with
the lovely Hilary.
Two years at Cross Keys College saw him gain a Fabrication
and Welding Technicians Certicate. Then followed a ve year
apprenticeship with Ryan Engineering. He wedded Hilary in 1976
(we did have a photograph but decided not to print it to spare his
blushes).
He further honed his engineering skills working for a number of
specialist employers to acquire skill, expertise and knowledge of the
industry. Condent and eager to establish himself, his company was
formed from humble beginnings. Those formative times were hard
and demanding and in the rst year his only day off was Christmas Day.
Hilary was a pillar of support to her workaholic husband on the
bookkeeping and administrative role, a task carried out currently by
son Robert. The toil and strife was rewarded when the company
secured, valued contracts, among them bridges for Network Rail.
Terry entered the world of Freemasonry in 1988 when he was
initiated into the
Lodge of St Martin, Caerphilly. Displaying the same keen appetite to succeed as in his engineering
profession, he occupied every ofce en route to the Chair which he occupied in 2005. Five years
later his talent was recognised when he was appointed Provincial Grand Sword Bearer. A role he
enjoyed to the full. His military poise and precise sword bearing winning great praise.
His Masonic CV is equally impressive, he is Principal Sojourner in Henry Pendril Charles
Chapter. ADC in Caerlli Lodge of Mark M.M’s Prelate in HPC Chapter. A member of Hendre
Lodge, Principality RAM and a founder member of the Masonic Order of Athelstan, Court of
Penychen, Caerphilly. The question asked is, how does someone obsessively addicted to his work
and masonry relax? We learn that he is a keen sea angler and y shing champion. He tried golf
and earned a reputation as a ‘bandit’ high handicapper. A good friend came up with the
answer, ‘get a boat’.
Dogged and determined he designed and built the sleek 38 ft
AMROB V111. It took him eight years! But what a result, what joy!
A handsome teak interior, the work of a talented craftsman further
enhanced its beauty.
On the engineering front Terry is proud to relate the company’s
renovation work on Grade
2 listed projects. Among
them restorative work to
a Brunel built bridge at
Hayle in Cornwall and
a similarly listed signal
box in Canterbury. The
work carried out over
three railway tracks was
completed successfully to
time and cost despite the onsite occupational problems.
The rm’s promise is that they will overcome any structural problem and
as such are often called upon to rectify errors of others such is its reputation.
Terry is also Chairman of the Caerphilly and Bargoed lodges
‘Freemasonry in the Community’ formed in 2002. An important date
in their calendar occurs in the annual Caerphilly “Big Cheese” fete.
Their stall offers attractive rafe prizes such as ying lessons, rugby
test match tickets, Five Star hotel stays and rounds of golf at Celtic
Manor Resort in the summer fayre. On the other hand bric-a-brac,
and household clearance items are welcomed to raise funds. Nothing
is discarded. The result £76,000.00 has been raised for more worthy
charitable local good causes to date.
Torrential downpour and seemingly incessant rainfall prompts one
to think that Terry was wise in building the vessel of his dreams. The
Bible tells us that Noah was a ‘just and upright man and a teacher
of righteousness’. Soft spoken, deep thinking Terry possesses these
attributes too. His Viking forebears (Scarfe denotes alert astute,
penetrating in that language) built ne longboats and toiled relentlessly
in their search for new land. Their rampaging reputation as pillaging
warriors differs greatly to Terry’s image. Standing 6’ 2” tall he carried
his sword uprightly with great bearing, no blood was spilt. His work is
about restoration and preservation, yet those Norse gods wherever they
be, will look in silent admiration at the boy from Abertridwr.
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The Bell Returns
to Chile

by : Roger Gale
or.Bro Jeffrey Robbins of Talbot Lodge in
Swansea was pleased to put a nal piece of
history to rest in January, by arranging the
transportation home of the last bell of the consignment
brought to Swansea by a Copper Barque in the
nineteenth century, when the Vivians Copper empire
was a power in the land. In a sense
then one Swansea Freemason has
now returned the bells whence
they came, just as another
Swansea family with great
Masonic tradition played a part in
their arrival here.
In 2010, three other bells from
the disaster in 1863 at the Jesuit
Cathedral of La Campania in
Chile, in which some two and a
half thousand souls perished, were
returned to Chile from All Saints
Church in Oystermouth, Swansea,
to be part of a memorial, W.Bro Robbins company also
dealing with that rst transportation.
Chilean reghters formed a guard of honour at the
Church of St. Thomas, as the historic bell was handed
over at a ceremony, that included The Earl of Wessex,
who received the bell on behalf of the British and
Commonwealth Fire Company Foundation of Chile,

of which he is an honorary member, the Earl
becoming the rst royal visitor to the church
since medieval times.
The bell was kept at St Thomas’s Church in
Neath, and Canon Stephen Ryan, the Rector
of Neath, has conrmed that the bell had never
been hung at the Church, but had been kept in
the building since 1870, saying “The church
already had six bells when it was given this
one, so it was kept at the back of the Church,
and over time was largely forgotten about.
We had always
known it was from South America and
had been given to the church by the Vivian
family of Swansea”. The bell is being
given to the Chilean re service, which is
made up of unpaid volunteers and which
was set up in response to the blaze, now
returned to where it belongs and to be part
of a memorial to the brave volunteers who
risk their lives ghting res in Chile.
The service was also attended by the
Ambassador of Chile, Tomas Muller
Sproat; the Archbishop of Wales, Dr Barry
Morgan; and children from Alderman
Davies Primary School Neath, where your writer studied…just a few
years ago shall I say !
W.Bro Jeff and his team at Britannia-Robbins are pleased to have
helped in these operations, a Royal Navy ship taking the Oystermouth
All Saints Church bells to the Port of Valparaiso, and they were
followed by the nal example from Neath, to be installed in a new bell
tower in Chile, as the story has turned full circle.

Caradoc Lodge Donate
to Ty Hafen

O

by : Fred Lamnea
n Wednesday l9th December 2012 a cheque for £500
was presented by WM Jeff Abbot accompanied by
Secretary Jeff Joseph and PWM Fred Lamnea, to
Mr. Tony Brand, Ambassador for Ty Hafan Childrens’
Hospice on behalf of the Brethren of Caradoc Lodge.
Ty Hafan cares and looks after children with terminal
illnesses and it also brings the family together to spend

Ymlaen Veterans

R

by : Graham Wilcox
ecently, W.Bro. Doug Mason and
W.Bro. Stan Williams celebrated
50 years in Freemasonry. The
strong link between these two friends
developed at the formation of Ymlaen
Lodge No.8419 in Cardiff that recently
celebrated its own 40 anniversary since
the Consecration. Both Doug and Stan
are Founder Members of the Lodge.
Stan being the more Senior Freemason
at the time of its formation but allowing

Doug to precede him as WM so that Doug could take
over the Chair of Observer Lodge later the following
year. This generous act has always characterised
the bond between the two veterans over the years.
It seemed that wherever Stan was, you would nd
Doug!At the May Meeting of Ymlaen Lodge both
were reminded of those early days of Ymlaen Lodge
with the presentation to each of booklets containing
copies of the rst two years of Summonses and other
memorabilia of the Lodge. Both Stan and Doug
were surprised and delighted to receive beautifully
engraved ring glasses to commemorate their 50
years in Freemasonry. Members of the Lodge are very much aware of the debt of gratitude we
owe to both of these Brethren and we congratulate them on reaching this milestone.

The Province Donate
to Beyond Vision

B

valuable and special time
with their sick loved ones in a
bright and cheerful atmosphere.
Donations are always needed
to keep this wonderful Hospice
open.
In presenting this donation we
were pleased and privileged to be
Masons, contributing in a small
way to those less fortunate than
ourselves.

by : Jeffery Thomas
eyond Vision @ NPTC, a project to establish
a specialist centre for blind and visually
impaired people in Wales, has received a
cheque of £1,000.00 thanks to the Masonic Province
of South Wales.
Beyond Vision @ NPTC is a partnership between
Neath Port Talbot College (NPTC) and RNIB Cymru
and includes plans for a residential unit at the Neath
Campus. It will provide a joined-up service for all
learners with a visual impairment across Wales,
enabling them to access further education, higher
education, training and employment skills.

Assistant Provincial Grand Master
Jeffery Thomas, who presented
the cheque, said “Being part of the
community is a Masonic philosophy
and this is a fantastic opportunity to
get involved with such a worthwhile
local project.” Dawn Truman of NPTC
added “We are enormously grateful
for this contribution from the Masonic
Province of South Wales, it will really
help us in the work we do and help
in the development of the specialist
centre for blind and visually impaired
people.”
Pictured : (L to R) : W.Bro Jeffrey
P. Thomas, Asst.Prov.Grand Master, Dawn Trueman, and Clive Ball of
NPTC Beyond Vision Department.

A Review of Our
History Book

by : R.W.Bro. Graham E. Stead
Past Assistant Grand Master of
the United Grand Lodge
of Queensland
When asked to provide a review on the
book and to provide some information
on myself I was delighted to comply
with the former but reluctant to do the
latter. However in a few brief words
- I am a Lewis having been Initiated
into Yeerongpilly Lodge No 451 of the
United Grand Lodge of Queensland
(UGLQ) in September 1964 and
installed as Worshipful Master in New
Guinea Lodge No 292 (UGLQ) in 1972.
Since then I have been installed into the
Chair of Worshipful Master four times
in three different Lodges. In 1992 I was
installed as the District Grand Master
of the District Grand Lodge of North
Queensland under the UGLQ. I was
instrumental in the holding of a Masonic
Conference and founder of a Daylight
Lodge.
I am in receipt of a 40 year jewel in the
Royal Arch and in May 2013, will receive
my 30 year jewel in AASR. I belong to
many other Orders in Freemasonry and
hold Past Grand Rank in ve.
I receive a lot of enjoyment from
Masonic Research and I am a member
of many Research Lodges and have
been on the Executive Committee of the
Australian and New Zealand Masonic
Research Council (ANZMRC) for 19
years. I am a Kellerman Lecturer and
also a Fellow of the ANZMRC.
Let’s move onto the interesting part, a
review of :
The Reason Why – A History of the
Masonic Province of South Wales.
On reading this book it does not take
long to understand why the publication
took ve years to complete. It is very
comprehensive and undoubtedly was a
labour of love. The book is excellently
indexed so the material covered in its
726 pages is easily accessible. As a
prelude to the Lodge histories there is
a very comprehensive and interesting
history on Freemasonry in South Wales.
The book contains a listing of the
Provincial Grand Masters from the rst
in 1727, Sir Edward Mansel, Bart. to
the present Captain Sir Norman LloydEdwards, KCVO, GCStJ, RD*, RNR.
To supplement these Provincial Grand
Masters we have the relevant Deputy
and Assistant Provincial Grand Masters
and the Provincial Grand Secretaries
all of whom have played their part in
shaping Freemasonry in South Wales.
We quickly learn that the rst lodge
in South Wales was warranted at
Carmarthen just seven years after the
establishment of the ‘Grand Lodge
of England’ later to be known as ‘The
Moderns’.
The Master of this lodge was to
become the rst Provincial Grand
Master of the Province of South Wales
established in 1727.

With the formation of the Ancient
Grand Lodge a number of lodges were
then warranted under this Grand Lodge
all of which became known as the ‘Atholl
Lodges’ after their rst Grand Master the
Duke of Atholl.
We discover that Freemasonry did not
experience real growth in those early years.
The revival occurred with the arrival of the
Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge
of the Ancients to constitute a Lodge in
1807.
At its zenith the Province recorded 176
Lodges. In 2012 the Province of South
Wales has 170 Lodges and can be justiably
proud of the position it holds within the
United Grand Lodge of England.
There are many instances of the trials
and tribulations faced by the early Lodges.
Some are complimentary others not so
– but all are very interesting and give a
valuable insight into Freemasonry and
the personality of the members at that
time. One such encounter with Grand
Lodge recorded in the history of one of the
Lodges - that alas two of the four persons
named on the petition and later the warrant
‘were not Masons, having only been made
in a pretend Lodge, held at Bridge End
near Swansea’.
We discover that most of the early Lodges
conducted their meetings in hotels or ale
houses and changed their meeting places
quite regularly depending on a number of
factors including the proprietor of another
ale house being initiated into the lodge or
leases running out. Lodges gained stability
of tenure when they had access to their
own Temples. One exception I recall to
this nomadic life was a lodge which met at
the Town Hall for some 18 years and then
moved to premises at the Bank Chambers
above the United Counties Bank where
they were to remain for a further 65 years.
Recorded in the history of Loyal Hay
Lodge was on the occasion when 11
prospective members met at the wine
vaults and duly petitioned for a Warrant of
Constitution. At the meeting to determine,
amongst other aspects, the name of the
lodge the local doctor said that he would
provide the skull and crossbones which are
still in possession of the lodge.
Mention is made of the riots in the early
1830s as a result of the reduction in wages
due to the depressed trade. In 1831, the
night of the third riot much pillaging and
ransacking occurred so the Loyal Cambrian
Lodge prudently did not meet. The two
ringleaders were tried and convicted to
death. One was reprieved and had his
sentence commuted to transportation,
the other was publically executed on 13th
August 1831.
On a lighter note we nd that in 1857 the
butler of the Provincial Grand Master was
initiated into the lodge. Apparently this
was quite common practice.
Did you know that in a Lodge in 1891 a
sum of ‘not more than £20.00 was voted for
the purchase of a stove to heat the Lodge
rooms, and a safe’. This safe is still in use.
Or that in another Lodge, a Worshipful
Brother donated a set of collars to the
Lodge in memory of his wife. The collars
replaced ones that had been in use for 90
years. Another very interesting occurrence
is the ‘Travelling Lodge Box’. The large
box was found in the attic of a house and

contains ‘Lodge Furnishings’
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of a ‘Travelling Lodge’. For
more interesting and amusing
anecdotes/facts you shall have to read the
book!
Many instances occur of lodge inter
visitation. One such Lodge formed
a partnership with a German Lodge
with many exchanges between the two.
Another was a ‘Forget-me-Not’ Lodge’
when on one visit during the Nato exercise
it is recorded that the Tyler was in full
battle dress and Masonic Regalia armed
with a walkie talkie. Another Lodge
described as a ‘very sociable Lodge’
makes regular visits to overseas Lodges
including those in Florida, Mallorca,
France and Gibraltar.
Throughout the book there are many
instances of charity being directed to
Masonic as well as public charities. In
1989 a new Masonic charity named
‘Masonic Feed the Homeless’ this has
spread to other parts of the Province
and its work is proving to be of great
assistance to the needy.
Numerous
instances indicate the benevolence of the
Province. This was often included with
promotional events and one which comes
quickly to mind is the ‘Open Golf Day’ at
Pyle and Keng Golf Club.
Of interest is the case of a Brother who
enlisted in 1945 at the age of 17. His latest
speciality was the despatch of containers
from a Dakota aircraft. Unfortunately,
during the despatch of one container his
foot got caught in the static line and he
found himself out of the aircraft. He
was hauled in by his mates but was court
martialled for his efforts. Fortunately his
Commanding Ofcer recommended no
further action.
On several Crests there appears a Welsh
goat. In Freemasonry the goat has been
associated with many meanings but I am
pleased to say that on this occasion the
Welsh goat is an ancient emblem of the
mountains of Wales.
To have all the Lodge histories in one
publication is a credit to the original
committee for nurturing such an idea
and to the subsequent members for their
determination and foresight to seeing the
project to its fruition.
This book ‘The Reason Why A History
of the Masonic Province of South Wales’
contains a plenitude of information on the
history of the Province of South Wales
and its Lodges. This cohesive erudite
history of the Lodges is complimented
by the excellent photography of Lodge
Banners, Past Masters Jewels and the
additional photographs which only serve
to enhance the publication and make it a
delight to read.
It is an excellent, professionally
produced publication which will appeal
not only to the experienced Masonic
researcher but also to the novice
researcher who can appreciate the diverse
ways of presenting the history of a Lodge.
This book should be on the bookshelf
of all Freemasons, I have much pleasure
in commending this book ‘ The Reason
Why A History of the Masonic Province
of South Wales’ to all.
RW Bro Graham E Stead PAGM
(UGLQ) KL, FANZMRC

Poland and Britain declared
war on Germany two days
later. The previous day, 2
September, the Ausonia had
been requisitioned by the
by : Peter Davies British Admiralty.
George had been
eorge Herbert Bowler was born in the last quarter of 1891
at Fenny Stratford, Buckinghamshire. He was the appointed as the British
youngest and fth child of William Bowler, a Telegraph M i n i s t r y o f P e n s i o n s
G.H. Bowler’s Masonic Case
Linesman working for a Railway Company and Mary Ann (née Representative to North
Goodman). At the time of his birth, George’s family were living in America (1939 - 1956) and
Duncombe Street, Fenny Stratford but, by 1901, they had moved he travelled throughout Canada and the United States dealing
to Wedneseld Road, Wolverhampton. George was educated at with veterans’ pension problems. He had a special interest in
St Peter’s Collegiate Church of England School, Wolverhampton Australian and New Zealand veterans, saying that the 1915
and later at Wolverhampton Technical Institute and by the age Gallipoli landing was essentially an Australia-New Zealand
effort. Glamorgan Lodge Records show the Bowler
of 19 he was a Law Clerk in a Wolverhampton
family living in Gilchrist Avenue, Ottawa in 1946
Solicitors’ Ofce.
and Hinton Avenue, South Ottawa in 1974.
With the outbreak of World War I on 28 July 1914,
The ‘London Gazette’ of Friday, 15 June 1945
the Prime Minister, Herbert Asquith, appointed
reported:
Kitchener as Secretary of War. Kitchener was given
“The King has been graciously pleased, on the
the task of recruiting a large army to ght Germany.
occasion of the celebration of his Majesty’s Birthday,
He startled his colleagues at the rst cabinet meeting
to give orders for the following promotions in, and
which he attended by announcing that the war
appointments to, the Most Excellent Order of the
would last three years, not three months, and that
British Empire:Great Britain would have to put an army of millions
George Herbert Bowler, Esq., MBE, Ministry of
into the eld. Regarding the Territorial Army with
Pensions Representative in Ottawa.”
undeserved contempt, he proposed to raise a New
Glamorgan Lodge Minutes of 14 December 1945
Army of seventy divisions and, when Asquith ruled
record ‘Greetings’being received from Bro. George
out compulsion as politically impossible, agreed
George Herbert Bowler
Bowler in Canada, and the Secretary was directed
to do so by voluntary recruiting. Kitchener asked
CBE
to write congratulating him on the honour of the
for an initial one hundred thousand - 175,000 men
OBE, which his Majesty had conferred upon him.
volunteered in the single week ending 5 September.
On 12 January 1951, the Worshipful Master of Glamorgan
George Bowler enlisted in the West Yorkshire Regiment on 8
October. Later he transferred to the Royal Army Service Corps Lodge announced that Bro. George Bowler,
and proceeded overseas to Lemnos and Mudros in the Aegean Sea OBE, had had the honour of Commander
for service in Gallipoli. On 25 April 1915, Australian and New of the British Empire bestowed upon him
Zealand forces landed at Aba Tepe, soon afterwards renamed in the New Year’s List and, once again,
‘Anzac Cove’ in honour of the Australian and New Zealand the Lodge Secretary was directed to write
corps who bore the brunt of operations in the area. Unfortunately, congratulating him.
Illustrated above is George Bowler’s
operations in Gallipoli were going badly and an injection of
additional Allied Forces was necessary. It took the form of a three- Masonic Apron Case, which contained a
pronged attack, on 6 August 1915; the centrepiece of the offensive receipt (also illustrated) for his Lodge Subscription and donation
was a landing force at Sulva Bay under Sir Frederick Stopford. to the Benevolent Fund for the sum of £2-12-0 (£2. 60p) signed
George Bowler recalled “The landing at Suvla Bay, with which by the Lodge Secretary, E. P Thomas (Bro Ernest Protheroe
I was mostly concerned, was less costly although the Yorkshire Thomas, Bank Manager - Lloyds Bank) and dated 28 January
Regiment, which formed part of our brigade, lost heavily in 1952. Ernest Thomas was Installed WM of the Lodge on 24 June
ofcers within the rst 43 hours.” He also recalled the arrival 1954 and died at the age of 69 in February 1971. E. P. Thomas
of Lord Kitchener and Kitchener’s inspection of the front which wrote on the receipt “I will convey your good wishes to the W.M.
resulted in the decision to evacuate, which was conducted from and Brethren at the next Lodge. Kindest regards.” He had been
10-20 December 1915. Following the evacuation, the Yorkshire Initiated into Glamorgan Lodge on 30 May 1933, and would
have been well acquainted with George Bowler.
Regiment took up positions on the Suez Canal.
On 8 March 1957, the Lodge Secretary reported that he had
George Bowler was next sent to France shortly before the
Somme Offensive (1 July - 18 November 1916). In September received a letter from Bro. G.H. Bowler, stating that he was
1917, he was transferred to the staff of the 2nd Cavalry Division taking up permanent residence in Canada.
‘The Ottawa Journal’, published on Saturday, 29 March
and remained with the Division until June 1919. In 1917 he
received a ‘mention is dispatches’ and the following years he was 1969, in its article ‘Faces of Ottawa’, featured ‘G H Bowler’.
It commences:awarded a Meritorious Service Medal.
“When the Australian and New Zealand High Commissioners
On returning to civilian life at the end of the War, George
worked in the British Civil Service. In the summer of 1922 he place wreaths April 25 on the War Memorial on Anzac Day,
married Elsie Elizabeth Cross in Wolverhampton. Two years one of the interested participants in the ceremony will be G.
later, in the summer of 1924, their rst daughter, Kathleen, was H. Bowler, CBE.
Mr. Bowler took part in the Gallipoli landing of the First World
born in Wolverhampton. Following Kathleen’s birth, the family
moved to South Wales, and their second daughter, Audrey Dawn, War and the subsequent evacuation. He was Private Secretary
to the British Minister of Pensions, Herwald Ramsbotham, later
was born in Swansea in the summer of 1928.
By the beginning of 1930, the Lord Soulbury2 during 1938 - 1939.”
The article goes on to state:- “Before his retirement in 1956,
Bowler family were living at 7 St
Mary’s Road, Whitchurch, Cardiff, Mr Bowler travelled extensively through Canada and the
when George was Initiated into United States, His pleasant and unobtrusive manner and his
Glamorgan Lodge No. 36 on 14 invariable cheerfulness have been assets in his work for former
March 1930. He was Passed on 14 servicemen.” Other achievements recorded in the newspaper
November of that year and Raised article include:“He is an honorary life-member of War Amputations in
on 13 March 1931. He never held
any Ofce in the Lodge. Then, on Canada, and has a Certicate of Merit from the Dominion
19 August 1939, the family moved Command, Royal Canadian Legion. He is also Dominion
to Canada. They embarked from Southampton for Montreal on President, Imperial Division, Royal Canadian Legion and a
the Royal Mail Steamship ‘Ausonia’1 of the Cunard White Star member of the Dominion Executive Council and a Past President
Line. This was about the last such sailing to Montreal undertaken
Continued on page 15.....
by the Ausonia. On 1 September 1939 Germany invaded
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George Herbert Bowler, CBE
1891 - 1989

... Continued From page 14
of the Red Chevrons Club of Ottawa and District. [The Red
Chevron Club is a non-prot organisation originally organised
by WWI veterans as a meeting place for fellowship and help to
veterans and their families; continued by veterans of WWII, the
Korean War and retired Armed Forces personnel. It fundraises
for numerous charities, in particular those serving children
and seniors.] A Chairman of the Ottawa Branch of the Royal
Commonwealth Society, he was a Co-founder of the Branch. He
is a life member of the Royal Commonwealth Society, London,
England. He is also on the Board of Directors of the Englishspeaking Union of the Commonwealth.
We know of few men who have kept up more links with the
past or who have more diversied interests. Retirement is
only a time of new challenge.”
On 8 November 1974, Bro. George Bowler was Elected an
Honorary Member of Glamorgan Lodge.
George Herbert Bowler died in Ottawa on Saturday, 12 August
1989. He was 97 years of age. An Obituary was published in
‘Legion’ in November 1989 and includes the following:“A conscientious old-style Englishman whom you could be
sure would do a task right. You could always depend on George.”
NOTES
1
- RMS Ausonia (Pictured on page 14), was built in Newcastle
by Armstrong, Whitworth & Co., launched on 22 March 1921,
and completed in June. She made her maiden voyage on 31

“The Castaways”

U

by : Brian Langley
ntil eighteen months ago around forty widows used
to regularly attend Rondel House in Barry to join in
a range of social activities, not least of all to keep
themselves up to date with local events and to enjoy meals
in a familiar and friendly environment. All in their eighties
and nineties and remaining independent, they were rather
devastated when the premises were reallocated by the Vale
of Glamorgan Council for those with more complex needs
such as Alzheimers.
Undeterred, they formed a Luncheon Club entitled
‘Castaways’ which has a regular base at Holy Trinity
Presbyterian Church Hall and with the invaluable aid of a
Committee of Trustees, raise funds from rafes and other
activities whenever possible. Most importantly, the Trustees
ensure that help and assistance with nancial and health
issues is readily on hand.
W.Bro. John Anthony got to know about this very
worthwhile Luncheon Club through Sue Bowyer, a Trustee
who, amongst other things, is in charge of fundraising. John,
a Member of Barry Lodge No.2357 was instrumental in
gaining some nancial support from the Lodge towards the
Club’s Christmas Luncheon which was held on Friday 27th
December. Contributions were also donated by Barry Chapter

August 1921 from Liverpool to Montreal, and the
15
following season went into service on the LondonCanada route.
In December 1938, the Ausonia carried about 50 American
veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade returning from the
Spanish Civil War from Le Havre, France, by way of England and
Halifax, Nova Scotia, arriving in New York City on 20 December
1938.
On 2 September 1939 she was requisitioned by the Admiralty
and converted into an armed merchant cruiser. On 3 June 1942 the
Ausonia was converted to a repair ship. She was laid up during
1945. In 1958 she went to Malta as repair ship for the Mediterranean
Fleet. In September 1964 she was laid up at Portsmouth, and in
August 1965 she was sold to be broken up at Castellon, Spain.
2
- The Right Honourable The Viscount Soulbury,
Born: March 6, 1887; Died: January 30, 1971
Minister of Pensions 30 July 1936 - 7 June 1939
Herwald Ramsbotham, 1st Viscount
Soulbury GCMG, GCVO, OBE, MC, PC
(pitured on the right), (6 March 1887 - 30
January 1971) was a British Conservative
politician. He was a government minister
between 1931 and 1941 and served as
Governor-General of Ceylon between 1949
and 1954.
Ramsbotham was elected Member of
Parliament for Lancaster in 1929. In 1931
he was appointed Parliamentary Secretary
to the Board of Education by Ramsay
MacDonald, a post he retained when Stanley
Baldwin became Prime Minister in June 1935, and then served as
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
between November 1935 and July 1936. In September 1936 he was
made Minister of Pensions by Baldwin. He continued in this ofce
when Neville Chamberlain became Prime Minister in May 1937.
In June 1939 he was appointed First Commissioner of Works and
sworn into the Privy Council.
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No.2357 and Barry Mark Lodge No.1043 and the Province’s
Benevolent Fund proved to be extremely generous when
acquainted with the Club’s needs.
All this contributed to ensuring that the event was a highly
successful one which also had the moral support of A.M. Jane
Hutt. Our picture shows her in the company of some of the
ladies at the lunch. (Courtesy of the Barry & District News.)
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The Role of the
Lodge Almoner

ne of the questions often asked of the Provincial Grand
Almoner is “What is the role of the Lodge Almoner’?”
Whilst there is a concise explanation in the Provincial
Year Book, the following is an extract from the Almoner’s
Handbook circulated to every Lodge Almoner and Home
Charity representative in 20l0. This should assist each Master
Elect in choosing an appropriate Brother to fulll this very
important ofce.
Role and responsibilities.
The core role of the Almoner is to be the “eyes and ears” of
the Lodge, ensuring the welfare of its members and of their
widows and dependents. Specic responsibilities include:Keeping in touch.
o Maintaining regular contact with sick or distressed Lodge
members.
o Maintaining regular contact with Lodge widows.
o Making contact with families of recently deceased brethren.
o Being alert to the needs and problems of Lodge members
and their dependents.
Keeping informed.
o Being aware of the aims and activities of the four main
Masonic Charities (The Freemasons’ Grand Charity; The
Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution; The Royal Masonic
Trust for Girls and Boys; The Masonic Samaritan Fund) and
how to access the support they offer.
o Having a basic knowledge of the range of support available
from the State and from Non-Masonic Charities (eg. Armed
Service Charities) and how potential applicants can obtain
specic advice.
o Attending training and other events to keep up to date with
developments affecting his responsibilities or the Masonic
Charities.
Providing support.
o Making new members welcome, in conjunction with the
Proposer, Seconder and Lodge Mentor.
o Ensuring that members, partners and dependents are aware of
what support may be available, particularly Masonic support.
o Conducting visits and discussions with members who may
need support.
o Assisting the Provincial Grand Almoner when required, eg
with a request for visiting a Brother, widow or dependent from
another Province.
Record-keeping and reporting.
o Maintaining accurate records of all receipts and payments
made.
o Maintaining records of all visits to Brethren, widows or
other dependants.
o Maintaining a record of the names and contact details of
Brethren, widows and dependents, including as far as possible
the details of widows and dependents of resigned or excluded
Brethren.
o Reporting of the above to the members at each Lodge
meeting, while preserving due condentiality.
In addition to the above, a good Almoner will make himself
aware of happier events such as birthdays, births and special
wedding anniversaries so that the Lodge can send appropriate
greetings.
To perform this role the Almoner will need to possess
considerable tact, courtesy, discretion, patience and humour,
together with sympathetic disposition, a commitment to helping
people, and time and energy to devote to the benet of Lodge
members and their dependants. Poverty is not an easy thing
to admit to. Health worries are often kept hidden. lt is often
painful to admit to others what may seem to be a failure and
an inability to cope. Condentiality and a caring approach can
be the key to relieving those worries.
The office is one that benefits from continuity and it is
suggested that a term of ve years is generally appropriate.
W. Bro. George C. Royle RRC TD JP PAGDC
Provincial Grand Almoner.

Masonic Relief

S

By: W. Bro. George C. Royle RRC TD JP PAGDC
Provincial Grand Almoner.

adly therearea numberof Brethrenthroughoutthe Province
who are totally unaware of the assistance available for
themselves, widows or dependents when in need. During
the period 2011 -2012 the amount of aid received in the Province
was in excess of £1,0l2,000.
The Masonic Benevolent Fund (S.W.E.D.) provides
considerable aid in the form of Emergency Grants; replacement
of domestic equipment; a holiday in Malta in the Spring for
beneciaries of grants, and grants to non Masonic Charities
which in 2012 were ‘Tenovus’, ‘Touch Trust’, Mid Glamorgan
Scouts Assoc.’ and South Wales Mountain Rescue Search Dogs’.
Many Brethren have supported the Fund by becoming Life
Governors for a one off fee of £10.00. Any Brothers who have
not signed up for this are urged to contact their Lodge Home
Charity Representative.
The Freemasons’ Grand Charity offers support by way of
Masonic Relief Grants to Masons or their dependants who
are in nancial need,
which
is
assessed
against
eligibility
criteria for charitable
assistance. Grants are
provided to help with
daily living expenses
THE FREEMASONS’
and for unexpected or
GRAND CHARITY
exceptional needs. The
Charity also assists
towards funeral expenses after a claim from the State has
been made. Non-subscribing members are eligible to apply
for assistance. Support is also given to non-Masonic Charities
among them medical research,
hospices, youth opportunities and
many more. Since its inception in
1981, £45m has been given.
The Masonic Samaritan Fund
is a demand led Charity for the
provision of medical assistance
over a wide range of conditions.
ln cases of surgical intervention,
eligibility will depend on the applicant being on an NHS waiting
list and the length of waiting time before surgery. The Fund will
also provide medical aids in the form
of stairlifts, vertical lifts, motorised
scooters and wheelchairs. Assistance
can also be given in providing Respite
Care in the home.
The Royal Masonic Trust for
Girls and Boys supports children
of Brethren, widows, divorcees and
dependant grandchildren. Further
details of
the work of the Welfare Team below.
The Royal Masonic Benevolent
Institution
provides
sheltered,
residential and nursing care for some
1,000 residents in its seventeen homes
around the Country. The Province of
South Wales has its own, Albert
Edward Prince of Wales Court in
Porthcawl. The RMBI also has a superb Welfare Service as can
be seen in the following.

continued on Page 17...

...continued from Page 16
By: Ms. Kate van Haeften Welfare Adviser
hether it be sunny in Manchester,

W

raining in Torquay or foggy in
Gloucester, no matter, the Welfare
Team will be on the road. Week in and week
out throughout the year, Eve Welfare Advisers
criss-cross the United Kingdom to meet
families who have asked for assistance from
the R.M.T.G.B. The day-to-day business of
the Trust is to provide allowances, scholarships
and grants to assist children of families in
distress. These funds are aimed at enabling
children and young people to fulfill their
educational potential which might, due to
adverse circumstances, be thwarted. Each
Welfare Adviser has an area of expertise to
draw on. Julia Young, the Welfare Manager,
has a close relationship with the Masonic
School for Girls in Rickmansworth. She is
assisted by Sam Maddocks, an ex-schools
inspector, who has specialist knowledge of
disability legislation. David Cox, previously
in charge of a behavioural unit for disruptive
boys, brings a wealth of experience. Kate van
Haeften a former teacher, has a background
in Counselling and Cognitive Behavioural

Royal Masonic Trust
for Girls and Boys

Therapy and has developed an interest in assisting
the bereaved. Clare Beaumont, the most recent
member of the team, comes from a Social Work
background and is the only member based in the
North of the Country.
When a family is in distress, the adviser’s role
is to visit the home and record the facts of the
situation and assist in the application process, so
that the Charity’s legal requirements are met. This
is done with empathy, consideration and respect
for those in the most difcult of circumstances
often facing one of the ve ‘Ds’: death, divorce,
desertion, disability or debt.
For some families, being given the opportunity to
discuss some of their deepest concerns about the
course of their lives, is most valuable. lt is often
those who are the strongest who are particularly
grateful when times are hard, to know that
‘someone’ is there at the end of the phone should
the need arise. Often a relationship develops
which can be short, but can equally span many
years as a family nds its feet again.
The work is not all doom and gloom, however!!
The Trust is often delighted to learn of

The RMBI Care Advice Team
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beneciaries who go on to excel in academic
elds. Like the young man whose mother died
of cancer when he was ten years old, and whose
father was diagnosed with the same condition,
who went on to achieve straight A’s in all his
examinations and won a scholarship to pursue a
career in Medical Research.
There are those who go on to help others with
insights that their own suffering has given them,
enabling them to empathise with others. This was
the case of a young man whose poorly educated
mother had multiple partners and children, who
went on to become a Primary School Teacher
with expertise in Citizenship. Some, having
received ‘Talent Aid’grants for specialist training
to foster their gifts, have gone on to represent
their Country at Olympic level, or to entertain
on the West End stage or Television.
Another perk and delight of being a Welfare
Adviser, is having the opportunity to meet local
Almoners and experience local hospitality.
Nothing is more welcoming and appreciated after
a long drive, than to be offered Welsh cakes in
Cardiff or high tea in Sunderland.
visits and joint visits with Almoners; introducing
themselves to Masonic Relief Grant recipients

By: Ms. Denise Woods Care Advice Visitor West Midlands and South Wales
and informing them of services available; and
o Give talks to Masonic groups across providing information on the RMBI.
u nique serv ice that the RMBI

A

provides is that of the Care Advice
Team. The Team, currently consisting
of six Advisors, works across England and
Wales with the aim of supporting Freemasons
and their dependants both in the community and
RMBI Homes, whilst acting as ambassadors for
the RMBI.
The team’s work consists of:
Providing advice on claiming the correct
benets and the availability of care services.
· Care advice on how to remain in your
own home with the correct nancial and care
support.
o Advice on respite care for both the carer
and those they care for.
o Working with the Provincial Grand
Almoners and / or Lodge Almoners to help
Freemasons and their dependants.

the Provinces. Includes talks at Almoners’
Workshops and away days, Lodge meetings,
Masonic Widows Associations, Friendship
clubs and open days at RMBI Homes.
o Talks to RMBI staff within the Homes.
· Carrying out pre-admission of prospective
residents.
o Involvement when an RMBI resident’s
needs can no longer be met at their present
Home and a move is required.
o Organising four UK holidays sponsored by
the Friends of the RMBI and a holiday to Malta
sponsored by the Provinces.
The Care Advice Team and the central
Masonic charities
ln addition to the above, the Team works
closely with the central Masonic charities. With
the Grand Charity this involves carrying out

Venables Llewelyn Lodge

Masonic Donation Appreciated

J

ohn Abraham, Chairman of Porthcawl RNLI
Lifeboat Station, was delighted to receive a
cheque for £500.00 from W. Bro. Mike Hulton
and his wife, representing the Venables Llewelyn
Masonic Lodge in Porthcawl. The couple recently
visited the Lifeboat Station during a normal Sunday
morning practice session, and they were given a
guided tour of the building which included seeing
the in-depth training schedules which volunteer crew

The Team provides the Masonic Samaritan
Fund with a report to support an application
either for private medical treatment, medical
appliances or home adaptations. Assessments are
also completed by the Team for those applying
for respite care either in an RMBI Home, a non
Masonic Home or for care within the carer’s
own home.
When visiting clients the Team needs to be
aware of the ‘whole’ person and their family
situation. This may include liaising with the
Royal Masonic Trust for Girls and Boys if
children are in need of assistance.
lf you would like to get in touch with the Care
Advice Team or would like to speak to a member
of the team please call
020 75962400
or email enquiries@rmbi.org.uk

have to follow.
Mike and his wife had arranged a Masonic Ladies’Evening
at the “High Tide Inn” in Porthcawl, and during this event
by RNLI
a total of £1000.00 was raised, to be equally split between
RNLI Porthcawl and the Sandville Centre.
John Abraham said “it was amazing how much in total was raised by this
Evening and the generosity of thir guests has to be complimented. As a charity
the RNLI relies totally on donations like this and it is very reassuring to know
that people who are not always connected with the sea keep us in mind and
help so much to keep our volunteer crews trained and equipped”.
A spokesman for Porthcawl Lifeboat Station, Phillip Missen MBE
said “The crew members are very aware of the costs involved each time
they have a callout. Each rescue is
different and depends very much on
the sea conditions at the time; they
are condent knowing that the RNLI
provides them with the very latest
professional training and the most
suitable lifeboats to meet the everincreasing demands of the service.
At Porthcawl the RNLI now have
two lifeboats on station, such is the
demands for our services around this
part of the coastline”.
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Caerphilly & Bargoed
Freemasonry in the Community

T

he Lodges of Caerphilly and Bargoed fund raising culminated in their
presentation night on Friday 23rd September where they were honoured with the
presence of V.W.Bro Gareth Jones, Deputy Provincial Grand Master, as host and
compere for the evening.
The amount has grown year on year and over £11,000.00 on this occasion, was donated
to 27 different local charities which brings the total to date of almost £70,000.00.
More than 75 people attended where the recipient’s responses when receiving their
donations, were very emotional. There were free drinks and

everyone was treated to one of Ian Hensons special buffets.
This type of event is essential in promoting” Freemasonry in
the Community” we have already had several thank you letters,
which were printed in the South Wales Echo.
The planning is already in place for next year with the
“Summer Fayre” at the Twyn Centre being the rst event
followed by our stall at the “Big Cheese,” which is always well
attended.

Masonic
Motoring

that will be of great interest, but I cannot do
that without your enthusiasm and willingness to
help make it happen...
by : Roger Gale Thus if you have a story to tell...of four wheels,
The ‘Motoring’ page has not proved two, three, or even a combination of each, then
possible for this edition, as prospective
articles could not be progressed for
various reasons, but should you wish to
be included for future editions then I’ll
be pleased to hear from you. Existing
good quality photographs can be used
or I can take new ones to add to the
interest of your story...I know only too
well that there are some interesting and indeed remarkable - tales to tell,

Y Dalaith readers are waiting to hear
it - as am I ! You can contact me at

rogergale@aol.com
or 01639-635860.
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AEPoW Craft Morning

R

By: Becky Timms (Administrator)
MBIAlbert Edward Prince of Wales
Court held a cheese and wine
evening to celebrate the hard work
of our residents in their craft, painting and
ceramics classes.

John E Morgans has been working with
residents conducting monthly painting
sessions. Hardly any of our residents

AEPoW XmasFayre

O

By: Becky Timms
n Saturday 24th November 2012
RMBI Albert Edward Prince of
Wales Court held their Christmas
Fayre. Despite the rain and rugby almost
£1000 was raised on the day, and after
adding our rafe proceeds a grand total of
£2659.40 was achieved. This is a fantastic
amount which will go towards ensuring

had painted before; however by the
pictures you can see how fantastic their
paintings are. Mr Morgan’s specialises
in this type of work and prepares a
background for our residents prior
to coming and will then talk them
through each brush stroke.
Residents have also
started ceramics classes
with Tomasin Thooie and
have recently produced
individual Chris tmas
decorations which we
plan to hang on the homes
Christmas Tree.
The residents enjoyed
the evening and some
residents who had not
been to these classes are encouraged
to now attend.

We are looking at producing a quilt for our
40th anniversary next year. We would like for
each resident to place a square on the quilt to
commemorate the anniversary. If anyone can
help with donations of their time to help our
residents produce this or donations of quilting
material please contact the home on 01656
785311. Many thanks in advance for your
support.
The residents in the left-hand picture are Mrs
Joyce Towill, Mrs Marion Jones and Mrs Beti
Haubenschmid.

ran the door, Mrs Berisford who ran a “brica-brac” stall, Meryl one of our resident’s
daughters and her friend Jan who manned
the tombola, Major Wayne Morgan for his
help on the ower stall and Pat McBride for
running the bar. Without this help our Fayre
would not go ahead - to each and everyone
of you we are very grateful.
We were also supported by our Friends of
the Court. W Bro Peter Williams brought the
Masonic diaries and stationery and his wife
Cheryl brought a sweetie tree stall. ‘SANTA’
was also in attendance on the day - a big
“thank-you” to W Bro Phil Aubrey for taking
on this role, and to his wife Sylvia and Cheryl
Williams for making up bags of sweets for all

of both staff and residents at the event.
The pictures show:
that our activities programme for 2013 is
Left, Gaynor Williams, Care Assistant
bigger and better than ever.
the children who attended.
here at the home.
Special thanks go to our volunteers on the
Our residents had a fantastic time and it Centre, Peter and Cheryl Williams.
day, W Bro Derek Scone and his wife who was especially nice to see so many relatives Top right, Phil Aubrey aka Santa.
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Twins for the Master !

he Brethren of Meridian Lodge No.9603, a Swansea
Daylight lodge, are delighted to announce the arrival of
twin girls for The Worshipful Master, W.Bro Ian Urquhart and his wife Heidi.
Grace Olivia Urquhart (4lb 10oz) & Alys Hope Urquhart (3lb 10 oz) arrived
1 minute apart, some 7 weeks early on Saturday 3rd November. Both babies
spent 3 weeks in the special care baby unit at The Royal Gwent and Neville Hall
Hospitals, but arrived home with their Mummy & Daddy at the end of November.
Heidi has made a fantastic recovery and now has her hands very full. The
WM’s delight is matched by that of the twins’Grandfather, W.Bro. Simon Daniel,
PrJGD and their Great Grandfather W.Bro Keith Daniel, PPrAGDC, both Past
Masters of Meridian. The entire family are overjoyed by this special gift and are
extremely thankful for the wonderful work done by the staff of both hospitals.

Don Celebrates his 60 years
in the Craft
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by : Dave Franklin
photography by : Anthony Howell
fcers and Brethren of the Lodge of St.
Ilan in Caerphilly met recently for an
Extraordinary Lodge Meeting, together
with. over 50 distinguished guests to celebrate
the 60 years unbroken membership of one of
their best loved and respected members, W.Bro.
Donald Lewis Lewis OBE.
On a glittering evening, the tributes were
led by the Provincial Grand Master, RW.Bro.
Captain Sir Norman Lloyd Edwards, together
with RW.Bro. Hywel Davies PPrGM, V.W.Bro.
Peter Frost PGSwdB, PDepPrGM, and no
less than three Past Assistants, in the persons
of V.W.Bro. John Taylor, W.Bro. Robert
Nettleship and W.Bro. Geoffrey Thomas. They
were supported by 18 other Ofcers of United
Grand Lodge.
The Celebration Evening had begun with
W.Bro. Colin Howell, P.J.G.D., delivering a
lecture entitled `My Favourite Poems, with
Masonic connotations’, a series of poems and

O

extracts, which he knew would be appropriate
for the occasion.
This was followed by the presentation of a
60th Anniversary Certicate by the Provincial
Grand Master to which Worshipful Brother
Donald eloquently responded.
W.Bro. Donald Levvis Lewis OBE was
Initiated into the Lodge on lOth February 1953
and attained the Chair of King Solomon in June
1965. The following year, he was exalted in the

Dovey Chapter, No. 2720.
His dedication and passion for
Freemasonry is illustrated by his
committment during the ensuing
years. He became a Founder
Member of no less than four Craft
Lodges - Dan-y-Coed No.8127,
Oriel No.9023, Princes No.9036
and Ancient Britons No.9672.
He was also instrumental in the
forming of the Henry Pendrill

Charles Chapter, the Caerfli Mark
Lodge and the Order of the Secret
Monitor, Castell Caerfli Conclave.
Not one to take his time, W.Bro.
Donald made rapid progress in all the
Orders to which he belonged, and it is
no surprise that he attained the highest
ofce in them all. He became First
Principal of the Henry Pendrill Charles
Chapter in 1969, Worshipful Master
of Caerfli Mark Lodge in 1973 and
again in 1998, Commander of Caerfli
Royal Ark Mariners in 1982, Supreme
Ruler in the Order of the Secret
Monitor, Castell Caerfli Conclave in
2005 and holder of 31o in Rose Croix.
Well over 80 brethren sat down to a
celebratory Festive Board, where the
toast to W.Bro. Donald was expertly
delivered by his long-term friend,
W.Bro. Arthur 0 ‘Neill, Those present

were treated to a synopsis of many
of the mernorable events in W.Bro.
Don’s life - his family, his career and
wartine experiences as a navigator in
Bomber Comnand. This was followed
by a presentation of a canvas depicting
a Lancaster Bomber in ight.
In his own inimitable way, W.Bro.
Donald responded by highlighting
those personal attributes which had
guided him through both the happy
and sad occasions in his life, and he
was delighted that his son, W.Bro.
Simon Lewis, and son-in-law, Bro.
Paul Boyles, had been able to join him
m celebrating this evening. W.Bro.
Donald again received a standing
ovation,
Brethren and friends are now
looking forward to joining him to
celebrate his 100th Birthday in 2021

A Donation to the
Welsh Air Ambulance

O

By: Mike Fenton
n a bitterly cold and windy day in January, a small group
of Masons from the Red Cross of Constantine, Province
of South Wales and Monmouthshire, made the journey
to Swansea’s Fairwood Airport to make a presentation to
representatives of Wales Air Ambulance.
The helicopter had just returned from an emergency in Mid-Wales,
and so the opportunity was grabbed before it was called out again.
The party were given a conducted tour of the superbly-equipped
machine, which can cover the distance from Swansea to Cardiff in
less than ten minutes!
Those in the picture (left to right) are:- Huw Rees, Chris Connor Peter is seen presenting a cheque for £200.00 to Paul Canning,
(paramedic), Paul Canning (manager), Peter Gilbert, and Ron Slater. who expressed his gratitude to the Order.

Old English RNLI Station
with a Masonic Connection

T

Photos by: John Solly
he Royal National Lifeboat
Institution stationed a lifeboat at
Hope Cove Nr. Kingsbidge,
Devon, in 1878. The land for the boat
house was donated by the Earl of Devon.
Replacement boats were supplied in
1887, 1900 and 1903. All four boats
were called the Alexandra. The station
was closed in April 1930 by which time
the neighbouring station at Salcombe had
been equipped with a motor lifeboat which could cover Bigbury Bay. Since 1992 a
rescue boat has been based in
Inner Hope and was manned
by volunteer Coastguards
under the management of the
Maritime and Coastguard
Agency (MCA) as part
of the Cliff Rescue Team
(CRT). The decision was
made in 2010 that the MCA
would no longer maintain
any rescue boats in the UK.
The Under Secretary for
Transport recognised the
ongoing need for this sea
rescue facility in Bigbury
Bay and gave the village
the opportunity to run an
Independent Life Boat. A
public meeting was held in
the village and unanimous

United Grand Lodge
Appointments
Our congratulations to those Brethren who have
been honoured with the following appointments and
Promotions in the United Grand Lodge of England.
W.Bro. Paul R. Calderwood, PSGD is to be promoted
to Past Grand Sword Bearer. In consequence of this
promotion W.Bro. Calderwood will become a Very
Worshipful Brother
W.Bro. Rev. Alistair E. J. Swinford, PAGChap,
AProvGM, is to be promoted to Past Senior Grand
Deacon.
W.Bro. W.Cdr. John I. Davies, CBE, PAGDC, is to be
promoted to Past Junior Grand Deacon.
First Appointments in United Grand Lodge:
W.Bro. Peter M. Davies, PPrJGW, is to be appointed
Past Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies.
W.Bro. Naunton C. W. Liles, PPrJGW, is to
be appointed Past Assistant Grand Director of
Ceremonies.
W.Bro. Roger D. Mapstone, PPrJGW, ProvGOrator,
is to be appointed Past Assistant Grand Director of
Ceremonies.
W.Bro. C. Hugh Thomas, PPrGSwdB, is to be
appointed Past Grand Standard Bearer.
The Investiture meeting for the United Grand Lodge
of England takes place at Freemasons Hall, London,
on Wednesday 24 April 2013
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support given to form a limited
company and registered charity to
achieve this. The village is now the proud
owner of the 63rd Independent Life Boat
in the UK and will work with the MCA
and the RNLI to continue to meet their
goal of Protecting and Preserving Life in
Bigbury Bay.

The connection with the Masonic
Province of South Wales is clearly shown
by the wording of the memorial plaque
by the double doors at the front of the
building.
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Cyfrinfa Dewi Sant Lodge

Banner Dedication Ceremony
by : Roger Thomas
photography : Anthony Howell
n Wednesday, November 21st
2012, some 29 years after its
Consecration, Dewi Sant Lodge
No 9067 held its Banner Dedication
Ceremony at the Bridgend Masonic Hall.
The evening was attended by almost
ninety Brethren, many of whom, although
experienced masons, had never seen such
a ceremony.
The Dedication Team included the
Deputy Provincial Grand Master,
V.W.Bro. Gareth Jones OBE GSwdB, the
Provincial Senior and Junior Wardens,
the Provincial Grand Chaplain, the
Provincial Director of Ceremonies, the
Provincial Senior and Junior Deacons,
the Provincial Grand Pursuivant,

Masters, the current Worshipful Master of Dewi
Sant Lodge,
W. Bro. Geoffrey Thomas PSGD, PPrAGM,
entered, and with the Provincial Director of
Ceremonies, proceeded to parade the Banner
around the Temple three times, whilst the
Brethren sang the opening hymn ‘Now thank we
all our God’. At the conclusion of the hymn, the
Worshipful Master presented the Banner to the
Deputy Provincial Grand Master for Dedication.
The Provincial Grand Chaplain, W. Bro. The
Revd. Gareth Thomas gave the Opening Prayer.
The Deputy Provincial Grand Master,
V.W.Bro. Gareth Jones OBE, GSwdB then
proceeded to give a most interesting, informative
and eloquent address on Banners in general and
the Dewi Sant Banner in particular. V.W.Bro.
Gareth Jones commenced his address by stating
what a privilege it was to be entrusted with

Provincial Stewards and the Provincial
Grand Tyler. Also in attendance were
AsstProvGM W Bro Roy Woodward
PSGD, AsstProvGM W Bro Rev Alistair
Swinford PSGD, PPrAGM W Bro Brian
Eveleigh PSGD and the Most Excellent
Grand Superintendent of Royal Arch,
David Westall.
Under the direction of the Deputy
Provincial Director of Ceremonies, the
Past Masters of the Lodge were then
lined up in order of seniority to retire in
order to escort the Lodge banner into the
Temple.
Together with his escort of Past

the responsibility for dedicating the Dewi Sant
Banner. He felt the banner would galvanise the
presence of Dewi Sant Lodge in the structure of
our Province and Craft Masonry in general.
The Deputy Provincial Grand Master spoke
about banners in historical terms as having a
‘true sense of purpose and belonging’.
He then referred to the Dewi Sant banner itself.
He gave great credit to the Past Masters Brethren
of Dewi Sant Lodge who worked so hard to
ensure its production, most notably W Bro Roger
Thomas PPrGR, the Senior Past Master of the
lodge, who was responsible for designing the
banner and liaising regarding its production. He
also praised all the members for their foresight in
agreeing to fund it. He talked about the banner
and its beauty at length and praised the fact that
all important Masonic symbols were so well
dened on the banner. The Deputy Provincial
Grand Master concluded by reminding us that
the banner tells of the duty and delity we owe
to God, and that it should be the rallying point for
the three Grand Principles, of:- Brotherly love,
Relief and Truth.
V.W.Bro. Gareth Jones OBE, GSwdB then
dedicated the banner with the words - ‘May
this beautiful and meaningful banner provide
inspiration, and serve as a rallying point for
successive masters and brethren of Dewi Sant
Lodge No 9067, this day and evermore’.

O

The
ceremony
was
then
concluded with the brethren
singing the closing hymn ‘O God
our Help in Ages Past’ followed by
the Patriarchal Benediction given
by the Provincial Grand Chaplain.
A procession was then formed
and the Deputy Provincial Grand
Master, together with his team of
Provincial Ofcers, retired from
the Lodge.

The Man Behind the Mason
John Martin Steward

by : Brian Langley
Photo : Anthony Howell
ohn Martin Steward’s Masonic career commenced in June 1987
when, at the age of thirty-nine, he was Initiated into the Shir Gar
Lodge No. 7339 and was duly Passed and Raised by the end
of January 1988. He was Invested as Inner Guard at the subsequent
Installation in April and as soon as October 1989, he became a Joining
Member of the Beehive Lodge No. 6265. In those days Beehive was a
‘closed’ Lodge and solely for the benet for both
Managers and Staff of Lloyds Bank Limited and
its subsidiary companies - John had joined Lloyds
Bank in Chepstow on leaving school in 1966 and
at the time of joining Beehive was Manager of
Canton Branch.
However it was only in the year after his joining
Beehive Lodge that he became Junior Deacon,
subsequently to progress to Junior Warden and
then to the Chair in April 1992. It was not until
April 1994 that he was Installed into the Chair
of his Mother Lodge having progressed through
all the ofces, but in June of that year, at its
Consecration, he became the Founding Junior
Warden of the Lodge of Round Table No.9549.
His very busy career in Freemasonry continued
when in May 1996 he had progressed and was
Installed in the Chair of the Lodge of Round
Table. Then in April 1998 was for the second time
Installed into the Chair of the Shir Gar Lodge. In
June of that year, John was suitably rewarded for
all his efforts in not one but all three Lodges of
course, being Appointed and Invested as Acting
Provincial Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies at the Provincial
Meeting in June.
However, following the resignation of the Worshipful Master of
the Shir Gar Lodge after just one month in the Chair, John assumed
the position of ‘I.P.M. in the Chair’ in May 1999! One wonders if
the readers are just being carried away in just reading this account,
certainly John was not at all overwhelmed. He was Appointed the
Treasurer of the Lodge of Round Table in May 2000 and he remains
in that post today, thus far, a period of thirteen years!
Then in April 2001 he became the Secretary of Beehive Lodge, a
position he held until 2006. He was however, the Secretary of the Shir
Gar Lodge at the same time, then fully engaged in trying to help the
Lodge survive. Unfortunately that proved not to be possible although
he remained as Secretary until that Lodge was nally forced to hand in
its Warrant in September 2005. John was highly delighted to be notied
that he would be Promoted in Provincial Grand Lodge in June 2002
to the Rank of Past Provincial Grand Sword Bearer and even more
delighted that he will be promoted to Past Provincial Junior Grand
Warden, at the Provincial Grand Lodge Meeting at Barry in June.
Congratulations John on your well deserved promotion.
Then as it were, as if starting all over again, to help out with problems
of progression in Beehive Lodge, John became Inner Guard and this
time progressed through all the Ofces to be Installed in the Chair
for a second time in April 2011. He was the Fourth Past Master of the
Lodge to achieve that distinction in the 66 years of its existence. He
is also a joining member of the Hendre Lodge although his church
commitments limit his attendances.
In summary then W. Bro. John was continuously in Ofce in Shir
Gar Lodge for 17 years (1988 - 2005), in ofce in Beehive Lodge for
23 years (1989 to date) and in the Lodge of Round Table for 18 years
(since Consecration in 1994 to date).
All this is not to say that he hasn’t made his ‘Mark’ in other Degrees.
In Holy Royal Arch he was Exalted in 1990, became a Founder
Member of Chapter of Round Table in 1997, Installed as First Principal
in Shir Gar in 2002, then as First Principal in Chapter of Round Table
in 2004. In June 2005 he was Appointed Provincial Grand Standard
Bearer and in 2005 became a Joining Member of Hendre Chapter
No. 3250. Then John became Treasurer of Shir Gar Chapter, which
is now the Sure & Stedfast Chapter, in May 2006, and he is still in
post! Sufce to say that all his efforts were rewarded when he was
Promoted to Provincial Grand Sojourner in 2008.
In Mark Masonry he was Advanced into the Albert Edward Lodge
of M.M.M. in the Province of Monmouthshire in1996, being installed
in the Chair in October 2001. Then in 2003 he was Appointed as

J

Provincial Assistant Grand Chaplain. John was then
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Appointed Treasurer of that Lodge too in 2007 and in
the following year Promoted to Past Provincial Grand
Senior Deacon and in 2012 to Provincial Grand Master Overseer.
John is also a Member of the Ancient and Accepted Rite where he
attained 30* in September 2009, being a Member of the Universities
Chapter No. 1012. In the Masonic and Military Order of the Red
Cross of Constantine where he is a Member of Dewi Sant Conclave
No. 185, John progressed from being appointed to the Divisional
Sepulchre Guard in 1999, to Captain of the Divisional Sepulchre
Guard in 2004 and is still in post. He was Appointed a Divisional
Steward in 2006 and promoted to Divisional Warden of Regalia
in 2008 where he is also still in post. while
in February 2011 he was Promoted to Past
Divisional Junior General.
To bring his Masonic Career thus far right up
to date, we also have to mention his Membership
of the United Military and Masonic Orders of
the Temple as well as the Royal Order of
Scotland and the commemorative order of St
Thomas of Acon. In Knights Templar John has
progressed to being Appointed to the Provincial
Prior’s Bodyguard (2007) and then became
Eminent Preceptor of the Morganwg Conclave
in 2012. In the Royal Order he was appointed
Provincial Deputy Grand Marshall in 2012 and
it came as no surprise when we was appointed
Treasurer of the Gerald de Barri Chapel.
John’s second major hobby is singing and the
Shir Gar Lodge entry in the Provincial history
book refers to him as a ne baritone well known
in the Province and beyond through his singing
of the Master’s song. He started singing in his
school choir and has been involved with choral
societies and church choirs ever since and is
currently the longest serving member of the Royal School of Church
Music Cathedral Singers for the Midlands & West (which area
includes Wales). In this role and his role with his local church choir
he has sung in most of the cathedrals in southern Britain including
St Pauls and Westminster Abbey plus York Minster clocking up
over 500 services in all. He also had the pleasure of singing in
the Royal Albert Hall and the Royal Festival Hall on numerous
occasions during his membership of the London Choral Society.
John was born and brought up in the market town of Ross-on-Wye
as was his father before him and he attended the local Primary and
Grammar Schools. He played rugby, cricket and tennis so walked,
cycled or rode past the Masonic Hall in Ross-on-Wye literally
hundreds of times without realizing it was even there although, as
he discovered after he became a Freemason, both his grandfathers
attended Lodges in Ross although neither ever attained the Chair.
It also came as a surprise to him to be told that his father-in-law
would be attending his inititation and even more of a surprise when
he discovered that his father-in-law was a Grand Ofcer, later to
become an Assistant Provincial Grand Master in Essex.
John’s banking career, as has already been told, started in
Chepstow in 1966 and after spells in Monmouth, Gloucester and
Ross-on-Wye he was seconded in 1973 for two years to an IT post in
London. At the end of those two years he decided to stay in London
and shortly afterwards met his future wife, Christine and they were
married in July 1976. Jennie arrived two weeks before Christmas
the following year and Elizabeth almost two years later. However,
by 1983 the family decided that London life was no longer for
them and fortunately someone in the Bank actually listened and
they moved to Cardiff in 1984 when John was appointed Assistant
Manager of St Mary Street branch.
In 1993 the Bank had a major reorganization and John’s post in
Canton disappeared and after a year of relief posts and special duties
he nally left Lloyds to become Practice and Fundholding Manager
for a GP practice in Cardiff. However, Tony Blair’s government
killed off GP fundholding in 1999 (and half of John’s job) which led
him to start looking around and very quickly he was headhunted to
be Practice Manager for one of the largest practices in South East
Wales with three surgeries, at least 10 doctors (12 at the moment)
and around 17,000 patients.
John has been in his present post for over 13 years but all good
things come to an end and he will be retiring at the end of May
2013 two weeks after his 65th birthday and after nearly 47 years
of gainful employment.
We wish him well.
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Fred Keenor Scupture
is Unveiled

photo : Anthony Howell
aturday 10 November 2012 was yet another big day for
South Wales Sculptor and Freemason Roger Andrews,
when his 9 foot bronze sculpture of Fred Keenor was
unveiled outside Cardiff City Football Stadium to the cheers of
thousands of Cardiff City fans including,
amongst other celebrities former Labour
party leader Lord Kinnock.
The unveiling was the nal chapter in
a story which began almost three years
earlier in late 2009. Roger, a Past Master
of Llantwit Major Lodge 9241 and St
Quentin’s Lodge 4778 both in the Vale of
Glamorgan, had just completed a highprole commission to create a statue
of Sir Tasker Watkins VC, which was
installed outside the Millennium Stadium
in November that year. He was contacted
by a group of Cardiff City supporters
who were proposing to erect a memorial
sculpture of Fred Keenor captain of
the 1927 Cardiff City side, which beat
Arsenal 1 – 0 in their FA Cup Final
triumph of that year, bringing the Cup to
Wales, the one and only time it has been
outside England.
The competition to win the job of
creating the sculpture was very strong and
eventually the Cardiff City Supporters
Trust initiated a ballot for the fans to vote
on their favourite design. There followed
a stressful period in which the votes came
in thick and fast and the decision between the three sculptors
was in the balance. Finally, Roger’s design was declared the
‘hands down’ winner and in April 2010 he became the ofcial

sculptor for the Fred Keenor statue and the rest is history.
As the plaque at the base of the statue informs us, Frederick
Charles Keenor, was an inspirational captain for Cardiff City
and Wales, making 509 appearances and scoring 23 goals for the
Bluebirds in all competitions between 1913 and 1931. Fred's career
was suspended in 1915 when he enlisted in the 117th Battalion
of the Middlesex Regiment, better known as the Footballer's
Battalion, and sustained serious leg and shoulder wounds during
the infamous Battle of the Somme.
Fred’s professional career almost ended
there, but following several months of
convalescence he was not only able to
rejoin his regiment, but also start playing
football again.
He made his senior debut for the Welsh
national team in a 2-1 victory international
triumph over England at Ninian Park in
October 1919 and went on to win 32 caps
and score 3 goals for his country.
Fred’s nephew Graham Keenor was
delighted with the way his uncle had
been portrayed by Roger and the stunning
likeness that he had achieved. Lord
Kinnock too was also highly pleased with
the sculpture and publicly congratulated
Roger on behalf of the many thousands of
supporters present.
Roger’s enjoyment and satisfaction at
the unveiling of his work was completely
fullled when an instant tradition was
born, as fans started rubbing the football,
at Fred’s feet, for luck before going in to
watch the match.
Roger is currently working on a
commission to produce a 9 foot bronze of
Welsh explorer Petty Ofcer Edgar Evans
who died with Captain Scott on his ill-fated 1910 – 1913 “Terra
Nova” expedition to the South Pole. The sculpture is due to be
unveiled in Swansea during autumn 2014.

Bridgend Masonic Golf
Society
13th Open Day- 5th July 2013
We are pleased to announce our 13th Annual Open Day
will be held again at Pyle & Keng G.C. at an unchanged
entry price of £180.00 per team of 4, (includes buffet).
Teams can consist of Masonic and non-Masonic golfers.
Last year, 30 teams with 120 golfers enjoyed an excellent day
of golf, followed by the usual high standard buffet, which
is available throughout the day. Many stayed to enjoy the
evening’s prize giving with the rst prize being won again by
our President’s team led by this year’s Captain, Phil Howell.
Many Lodges and Companies have supported us over
the past 12 years and in doing so have enabled us to
make donations of over £38,000 with over £26,000
of that total going to non Masonic good causes.
If you require an entry form, or further details, please email
me on :

glanogwr2000@yahoo.co.uk.
This year we hope for a big entry, so reserve your tee
time early. I’m sure our new President, Gerald Davis,
will look forward to meeting you on the 5th July
good weather is :expected!
Bestwishes
Ralph Jones - Secretary

News from the
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Chapters
47 Years in
Royal Arch Masonry
By : Frank Agius Photography by : Brian Jarrett
At the second rising of the Installation Convocation of the
Cartref Chapter No 5772, held in November 2012, the Most
Excellent Grand Superintendent E Companion David Anthony
Westall presented E Comp Thomas Hywel Bevan Phillips with
a Certicate and Lapel Badge in recognition of 47 years service
in Holy Royal Arch Masonry.
The Most Excellent
Grand Superintendent then
outlined Hywel’s progress in
Freemasonry Born 15th. June
1930 so 82 years of age. A
Retired School Teacher
Initiated into the Cartref
Lodge No.5772 on 28th.
March 1963, so next year
he celebrates 50 years as a
Freemason at present he holds
the Rank of PPrSGW in the
Province.
In the Ancient and Accepted
Rites, Rose Croix of HRDM
Perfected in the St Dyfrig

Virtue & Hope hosts
Long Service Awards

Chapter No.788 on 20th. January 1975 and became their
Soverereign in September 1979 after only 4 years and now holds
the very senior Rank of 32 Degree.
In the Royal Arch he was exalted into the St. Johns Chapter
No. 36 on 15th. March 1965.and became their First Principal in
1977 and on the 10th. March 1982 he joined Cartref Chapter No
5772 and became their First Principal in November 1989.And
at present holds the Provincial Rank of PPrGSN
The Companions were overjoyed to witness the presentation
and in his speech of acceptance E Comp Hywel became very
emotional. Well done Hywel
and Thank you.
Our photograph shows
( Top ) Provincial Grand
Standard Bearer E Comp Jeff
Watkins
( Bottom left )
Provincial Grand Director of
Ceremonies E Comp Mark
Lewis The Most Excellent
Grand Superintendent
E
Companion David Anthony
Weastall E Comp Thomas
Hywel Bevan Phillips Second
Provincial Grand Principal E
Comp Frank John Agius and
the Provincial Grand Steward
E Comp Mostyn Bancrift.

E.Comp. David Cox - 40 years and
E.Comp. Arthur Bourne, 40 years.
Full details of these Companions will
be given when presented at a later
by : Fred Lamnea date.
irtue and Hope Chapter No.237 honoured
During the after proceedings the
members with Long Service Certicates Third Provincial Grand Principal
at their regular convocation held at The was presented with a cheque for the
Masonic Hall, Swansea on Monday, 18th
February, 2013.
Six recipients were to be rewarded
but due to circumstances beyond their
control, three members were unable to
attend on this occasion. Those present
were:E.Comp. Leslie Thomas - 40 years, Exalted
21/12/64. First Principal, Chapter of
Progress 2013.
E.Comp. Stuart Mort - 40 years, Exalted
19/4/71. First Principal 1986 Virtue &
Hope Chapter.
E.Comp. Conrad Jenkins - 40 years,
Exalted November, 1964. First Principal May grand sum of £l,l60.00 by The First
1976 University Chapter (Shefeld) No.3911. Principal towards the 2013 Festival to
Joined Virtue and Hope Chapter 16/2/02 be held in Cardiff on 25th May 2013.
The certicates,
together
with
hearty
Thanks were given for the great
congratulations were presented by Third effort made by all in Virtue and Hope
Provincial Grand Principal E.Comp. Phillip Chapter.
Gabriel PAGDC.
The picture shows (l to r) :
The three recipients who were not in attendance
E.Comp. Leslie Thomas, E.Comp
were Ex Comp Harry Wilson Thomas, 60 years. Conrad Jenkins, E.Comp Stuart Mort.

V

Supreme
Grand Chapter
Appointments
The following Promotions in
Supreme Grand Chapter are :
E.Comp. Paul R. Calderwood,
PGSoj, is to be promoted to Past
Grand Sword Bearer.
E.Comp. Malcolm C. Bignell,
PGStB, is to be promoted to Past
Assistant Grand Sojourner
First Appointments in
Supreme Grand Chapter:
E.Comp. T.R. Eirian Jones,
PPrGReg, is to be appointed Past
Grand Standard Bearer
E.Comp. Geoffrey H. Ricks,
PPrGSN, is to be appointed Past
Grand Standard Bearer
E.Comp. Alfred T.L. Bowen,
PPrGSN, is to be appointed Past
Assistant Grand Director of
Ceremonies.
The Investiture meeting for the
Supreme Grand Chapter of England
takes place at Freemasons Hall,
London, on Wednesday 24 April 2013

Our congratulationms to all

A Message
from the
Holy Royal Arch
Provincial Almoner
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Dear Companions all
Wishing all in the Province the very best of
health & happiness .
This short note is targeted at HRA Chapter
Almoners in particular, but the message is a
general prompt to all.
As the Provincial Almoner for the HRA, my
main thrust is retention of our membership &
therefore the message is simple, please look to
our non attenders & make sure that we know
the reasons for their absence, for this is the
best & only way to demonstrate that we care.

This task is generally left in the capable
hands of the Chapter Almoner, but I
would ask you all to assist & ensure that
we have thematter covered. A Companion
or Brother who Feels forgotten is a reason
for sadness & calls for us to reect on the
ancient charge of the 1st degree, some of
the words of which should be imprinted in
our minds, “to your neighbour, by acting
with him on the square, by rendering him
every kind ofce that justice & mercy
may require etc“, this is what invests
us all as Almoners now & forever in
whatever order we are in.
All matters associated with care & support
etc must be communicated direct to the
Provincial Almoner for the Craft W Bro
George Royle, but the indissoluble link
between the orders should be maintained
to ensure that matters of concern are

50 Fantastic Years

T

by : Jonothan Hughes
he long and distinguished Royal Arch
career of E.Comp. Brian Beeche Comley
was recognised by the Most Excellent
Grand Superintendent with the presentation of
a 50 year certicate.
Brian was exalted into the Atholl Chapter
No.1752 on 17 April 1962 and was its First

Principal in 1977, and has served the
Chapter as Treasurer for 18 years over
2 spells.
E.Comp. Brian was the Founding
Steward in the Venables Llewellyn
Chapter No.3756 in 1968 and Founding
First Principal of the Chapter of Sker
No.8024 in 1975, he became a joining
member of Hendre chapter No.3250 in
1976 and served as First Principal in
2002.
E.Comp. Brian has the rare distinction
of having served as both Provincial
Scribe E and Scribe N and served as the
Third Provincial Grand Principal from
2001-2003
Brian was recognised by Supreme
Grand Chapter in 1984 when he was
appointed as Past Grand Standard
Bearer and was promoted to the rank
of Past Assistant Grand Sojourner in
1997.

communicated & dealt with if
assistance is required.
I will not be calling for additional
paperwork as all necessary means of
communication exist, vigilance is the
order of the day at local level, moving
to Provincial level & above when the
need is seen.
I will make a personal visit to regular
Chapter meetings through the course
of the year, especially those who are
going through difcult times, for
whatever reasons, simply to offer on
behalf of the Provincial ofce the
hand of help should it be required.
Yours Sincerely & Fraternally,
Brian A Smith PGSTdB
Prov Almoner

The pictures show The most
Excellent Grand Superintendent
presenting E.Comp. Brian with a 50
year certicate and the presentation
of a commemorative plate to mark
the special occasion from the
companions of the chapter. The plate
was presented by E.Comp. Phillip
Aubery.

Virtue and Hope
Donate to 2013 Festival

A

by: Mike Fenton Photo: Leslie Thomas
t the after-proceedings following the February Convocation, Virtue and
Hope Chapter made a substantial donation to the 2013 Festival. Receiving
the cheque from First Principal E.Comp. Jack McGillivray (right) is Third
Provincial Grand Principal E.Comp. Philip Gabriel, who thanked the Chapter
and its members for their most generous gesture. The cheque was for £1,160.00,
which far exceeded the donation suggested by the MEGS.
During the formal proceedings of the Convocation, Veterans’ Certicates were
presented to three e. Companions - see separate article.

The 2013 Festival
has arrived !
by : Fred Lamnea
The 2013 Festival to be held in Cardiff
on the 25th May 2013 will be celebrated
with a Grand Dinner hosted by the M.E.
Grand Superintendent David A.Westall
in support of The Royal College of
Surgeons, a day of celebration which will

show the dedication, commitment, and determination of all The
Chapters of South Wales in supporting this charitable event.
The target set for this year’s festival is £40,000. However, it
is hoped that this amount will be surpassed and Companions
are asked to dig deep into Chapter Funds to make this a Festival
to be remembered.
The nal cheque will be presented by our MEGS to The
Second Grand Principal MEComp. George Pipon Francis
in support of the work undertaken by The Royal College of
Surgeons.
“Oh Wonderful Royal Arch Masons.”
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for Mark Master Masons of the Province of South Wales.

Investiture of our New Deputy & Assistant
Provincial Grand Masters
The Investiture took place in Cardiff under the Banner of the Cambrensis Mark Lodge No. 1528 on 17th January 2013.
The Temple was full to bursting which was a joy to behold, and we must thank the CMHC for their help and assistance in
providing new extra chairs in time for this meeting.
..... Continued on page 28
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Investiture of our New
Deputy & Assistant Provincial Grand Masters

R.W.Bro Paul Raymond Clement in his address rstly thanked
the retiring Deputy Provincial Grand Master V.W.Bro. Anthony
Francis Moore PGJO, for the many years of service he had given
to the Province in an executive capacity, over 17 years, and whilst
he stands down he will not be lost to the Province totally as it was
his intentions to dust him down now and again so that he can
still continue to assist the Province. The Provincial Grand Master
stated that he had accepted his wish to retire with reluctance and
with some sadness. these comments and thanks were received
with much acclaim.
The Provincial Grand Master acknowledged the support of
W.Bro. Capt. Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards Provincial Grand
Master of South Wales in Craft Freemasonry and Bro David
Westall, Grand Superintendent of South Wales in the Holy Royal
Arch Degree and other brethren who held executive ofce in
these and other degrees in Freemasonry for their support to our

Order at this very special meeting in the history of our Province.
The Provincial Grand Master stated that he had invited W.Bro.
Thomas Richard Eirian Jones, PGJD Assistant Grand Master
to become his Deputy and W.Bro. Paul Richard Calderwood,
PGStB, his new Assistant, and informed the brethren assembled
that both had graciously accepted to serve the Province.
The Provincial Grand Master conducted the Investiture and
the proceedings were under the direction of the Provincial
Grand Director of Ceremonies, W.Bro. Ryan A Williams,
DepGDC, who was assisted by the Deputy Provincial Grand
Director of Ceremonies, W.Bro. Stephen Harries.
The evening was concluded by a very enjoyable Festive
Board and the Province wishes to thank the W.Commander
his Ofcers and all members of Cambrensis RAM Lodge for
their cooperation in the preparation and execution of this very
important meeting.

The Annual Gala Dinner
This year the Gala Dinner was held at the Hilton Hotel Cardiff
on Saturday 2nd March, at which we continued to celebrated St.
David’s day.
The event was well supported with numbers again up on the
previous years. 158 Brethren and guests enjoyed an excellent
meal and the Staff at the Hilton Hotel are to be congratulated
for the manner in which they looked after their guests. Their
attention to detail did not go unnoticed.
£1500.00 and a big THANK YOU is extended to those who
gave so generously supporting our chosen Charity.
The Organising Committee wishes to thank all who attended
and who made this event such a great success and would wish to
thank W.Bro. Eddie Bolton and his wife Wendy for all the hard
work they undertook in organising this function.

We look forward to your continued
support in the future

Royal Ark Mariner Degree
Provincial Appointments

The entertainment was in the
very capable hands of Singer
and musical Entertainer, Luke
Andrews, who succeeded where
many had failed in the past to get
us up on the Dance Floor dancing
late into the evening. Luke was
coaxed back on stage to entertain
us as the wild crowd chanted for

We extend our congratulations to the following brethren who are to
be promoted to Provincial Rank in the Royal Ark Mariner Degree:

MORE, (whatever next)
As is our custom the
event had a serious side
to the evening when the
Guests gave generously
in supporting the Marie
Currie Daffodil Appeal
and our own Provincial
discretionary
Fund
the Event raised over

W.Bro. Ernest Malcolm Wannell, St. Johns Lodge No.28
W.Bro. Brian Richards,
Abertawe Lodge No.179
W.Bro. Paul Simon Cage,
Arthur Lewis Lodge
No.585
W.Bro. Denzil George Powell,
St. Tydl Lodge No.784
W.Bro. Arthur Edward Smith,
St. Illtyd Lodge No.784
W.Bro. Malcolm John Kidd,
Cambria Lodge No.823
W.Bro. Brian Victor Thomas,
Dunraven Lodge No.950
W.Bro. David Michael Allen
PrincipalityLodge No.1057
W.Bro. Gareth Denver Rees,
Porthcawl Lodge No.1377
W.Bro. Samuel James Needs, Sir Frederick Alban Lodge No.1455
W.Bro. Karl Stuart Say,
Cambrensis Lodge No.1528
W.Bro. David John Crofts,
Cynon Dare Lodge No.1590
W.Bro. Arnold Williams,
Llyn Valley Lodge No.1592
W.Bro. Hugh Rosser Williams,
Brychan Lodge No.1725
The Investiture will take place in Bridgend at the Annual
Assembly of Provincial Royal Ark Mariners on Saturday 27th
April 2013.

MARK WEB SITE : mmmsw.co.uk
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St. Illtyd
Royal Ark Mariner Lodge
Enjoy the Moonshine

ontyclun will never be the same gain after this recent “Fun Evening”
They came down from the hills and out of the swamps on 16th February
when the Worshipful Commander Gary Hurst and his wife Alison
hosted a gathering of Hillbillies at the Pontyclun Temple. All who attended
enjoyed a wonderful atmosphere with entertainment by Garth Mountain Boys.
The evening raised a fantastic sum of £500.00 that will go towards the 150th
Anniversary 2020 Appeal, the recently launched initiative that will assist Mark
brethren and their families within the
South Wales Province.
The challenge has now been put
down, “which lodge will now come
forward and continue to add support
to our Appeal.
Pictured on the right is W.Comd.
Gary Hurst presenting a cheque
to the Provincial Grand Charity
Steward, W.Bro. Neil Morgan.

W

- Congratulations -

e congratulate the following brethrenwho have received
Appointments and Promotions in Provincial Grand
Lodge and Grand Lodge, The full list of Provincial
Grand Lodge Appointment and Promotions are displayed on the
Provincial Mark Website southwalesmarkmastermasons.co.uk
At the meeting of South Wales Installed Mark Masters held in
Bridgend on Saturday 23rd March, the R.W. Provincial Grand
Master, Paul Raymond Clement announced his Provincial
Wardens and Overseers to be invested at the Provincial Grand
Lodge Meeting to be held in Cardiff on the 5th June 2013.
Provincial Grand Lodge Appointments
Senior Warden, W.Bro. Edward George Bolton, PGStB,
Junior Warden, W.Bro. Richard Jasinski, Cowbridge
Mark Lodge No.1573
Master Overseer, W.Bro. David John Davies, Brychan Mark
Lodge No.1725
Senior Overseer, W.Bro. Melville Douglas Noble, St. Illtyd
Mark Lodge No.784
Junior Overseer, W.Bro. Gareth Lewis Richards, Afan Mark
Lodge No. 1088
Grand Lodge Appointments
In Grand Lodge the M.W.Bro. His Royal Highness Prince
Michael of Kent has made the following Appointments and
Promotions to brethren within our Province.
The Annual Investiture Meeting of Grand Lodge will be held at
Great Queen Street, London on Tuesday 11th June 2013, when
it is hoped that the Province will be well represented.
W.Bro. Capt. Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards, PGSD appointed
Grand Junior Warden.
R.W.Bro. Neil Howard Matthews, PGJW, re-appointed
Grand Inspector of Works.
W.Bro. Ryan Andrew Williams, DepGDC, re-appointed
Deputy Grand Director of Ceremonies.
W.Bro. James Peter Childs, PAGDC, promoted to
Grand Senior Deacon.

MARK WEB SITE : mmmsw.co.uk

W.Bro. Naunton Charles William Liles, DepGOrg, promoted to
Grand Organist.
Promoted in Grand Lodge.
W.Bro. Thomas Richard Eirian Jones, DepPGM, PGJD
promoted to Past Grand Senior Deacon.
W.Bro. Dr. Paul Richard Calderwood, AsstPGM, PGStB
promoted to Past Grand Junior Deacon.
W.Bro. Keith Berwick Fergusion, PAGDC, promoted to
Past Grand Junior Deacon.
W.Bro. Keith Pearson, PGStB, promoted to
Past Grand Junior Deacon.
First Appointments
W.Bro. David Francis Court, PPrGJW, Llyn Valley Mark
Lodge No.1592 appointed
`Past Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies.
W.Bro. William Graham Lloyd,PPrGSW, Cowbridge Mark
Lodge No.1573 appointed
Past Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies.
W.Bro. Dr. Anthony John Strachan, PPrGSO, AsstProvGSec,
Talbot Mark Lodge No.179 appointed
Past Assistant Grand Sword Bearer.
W.Bro. Malcolm John Kidd, PPrGJO, Cambria Mark Lodge
No.823 appointed Past Grand Standard Bearer.
W.Bro. Norman Michael Mostyn Simons, PPrGJW, Principality
Mark Lodge No. 1057 appointed Past Grand Standard Bearer.
We extend to all these brethren our sincere congratulations.
Breaking News – Breaking News – Breaking News
As we go to press we also congratulate the Founder Members
of the newly Consecrated Stability Royal Ark Mariner Lodge
No.758 which was Consecrated by the Provincial Grand Master,
R.W.Bro. Paul Raymond Clement on Friday 22nd March 2013.
A full report will appear in the next edition of Y DALAITH.
TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE UP TO THE MINUTE
NEWS, GO TO THE PROVINCIAL MARK WEBSITE.

southwalesmarkmastermasons.co.uk

congregation from Neath & Port Talbot
Lodges, pictured along with their wives,
joined with The Reverend Norman Lea
and the late Reverend Colin Galsworthy,
who was sadly lost to the Parish in
by : Roger Gale February - he will be missed within and
he annual Christmas Service without Masonic circles, and condolences
celebrated by Brethren and
their families took place in the
Church of St. Thomas in Neath town
centre, with carols and readings by the
various Masters and senior Brethren
from both towns, and a reading in his
own inimitable style from our Assistant
Provincial Grand Master W.Bro
Jeffrey P. Thomas. The evening was
followed by refreshments at the Neath
Masonic Hall, the £200 proceeds of the
‘collection’ presented to the Rectorial
Benece of Neath. Several of the
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Neath Lodges
Christmas Service

T

PGM Supports
“Seamark”
Restoration Project
Despite his busy life within and
without Freemasonry our Provincial
Grand Master R.Wor. Bro. Captain
Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards has
lent his support to yet another
worthy cause by accepting the role
of Honorary President of the group
pledged to restore the Pilot Cutter
“Seamark” to seaworthiness and
former glory. The vessel was built
in Devon in 1959, serving as a Pilot

Cutter out of Swansea Docks until
2002, when it was taken out of service.
The owners – Associated British Ports
– duly explored a number of options
for the ship, nally agreeing on a sale
(for £1) to the Trust set up by W.Bro
Hywel Benjamin of Neath, he and his
enthusiastic colleagues – and other
Freemasons - within the team now
working hard to raise the estimated

£250,000 needed to restore Seamark
to seaworthiness and a new role in
providing the public with an insight
into such a vessel, in addition to being a

George Christopher Heard
1915 - 2013

A

are extended to family members and close
friends. The Assistant Provincial Grand
Master Jeffrey P. Thomas and Mrs Carole
Thomas also joined the Service, all gathering
together before departing the Church that
has stood - in various forms - on the site
since around 1300.

By: Derek Bowden
t the ne age of 97 years (having been born on 26th June
1915), and in the presence of his family at Brecon, W. Bro.
George Heard passed peacefully away on Monday 29th
October 2012. He was a mere four months short of becoming
a Masonic Veteran.
Initiated in 1963 into the Lodge of St Cenydd
No.6567 on 1st March, and then Passed on 7th June
and Raised on 1st November, he remained a Master
Mason for 26 years, until his Installation as Worshipful
Master of the Lodge of Progress No.7928 in 1989.
As a Master Mason he served the Lodge of St
Cenydd in an exemplary manner as a Steward,
eventually rising to the position of Senior Steward,
which Jewel he wore with pride. As Senior Steward
he was totally responsible for drinks at the Festive
Board and since we did not experience the luxury
of an ofcial Bar, in the days prior to a meeting, he
would estimate how much drink would be consumed then drive
to a wine merchant and purchase the same. On the evening
of the meeting, with the assistance of one of his merry band

valuable source as a Maritime History
Resource Centre. The ship is now
moored on the Pontoon of Swansea
Museum in the South Dock Basin, as
work continues, and the Museum and
City Council do what they can to aid
the Trusts task of safeguarding the
future of Seamark.
The pictures show the vessel at
Swansea, along with a number of
the enthusiastic members of the
Seamark Trust in the “Boardroom”,
and the impressive Engine Room.
More information can be seen at
pilotcutterseamark.org.uk

of Stewards, as he called them, the bottles of drink would be
carried from the boot of his car into the refectory for later
consumption by the Lodge Brethren and their guests. All
the Stewards under the guidance of George would also serve
the drinks at the Table. In recognition of his long service as a
Steward and Master Mason, he was appointed PPrGStwd, from
which he was eventually promoted to PPrSGD. In December
2007, George moved to Brecon, where he has been cared for
by his daughter and at that time, in recognition of his sterling
service to the Lodge, we were delighted to make him
an Honorary Member.
W.Bro. George, whose youthful, dapper appearance
and demeanour remained with him for at least 80
years of his life (he was at one time a keen golfer),
will be remembered and respected with great
affection, by all who had the pleasure of his company
and friendship. He was a perfect gentleman at all
times and will be particularly remembered for his
total commitment to the Lodge.
Brethren, a memorable chapter in the History of
the Lodge of St. Cenydd has come to an end, and
I conclude by saying, W.Bro. George Christopher
Heard, PPrSGD was a wonderful Mason for 49 years who “lived
respected and died regretted”.

Obituaries

Requiescant in Pace
Mr. Lawrence McCann, father of W.Bro.
Paul McCann PPrAGDC, and Bro. Greg
McCann, both of Y Bont Faen Lodge
No.8533 who died on 13th November 2012.
Bro. Gurcharan (‘George’) Singh, Mayor
of Neath and a member of The Lodge of
Saint Illtyd No.6078, who passed to the
Grand Lodge Above on 17th November
2012.
Mrs. Ethna B Doherty, mother-in-law
of W. Bro. William J C Thomas PAGDC,
Provincial Grand Scribe E, who passed
away on 19th November 2012.
Bro. John B Barrett, member of Talygarn
Lodge No. 7216, who passed to the Grand
Lodge Above on 1st December 2012 aged
79 years.
W.Bro. Robert C Sherwood, a Past
Master of Glanogwr Lodge No.8508, who
passed to the Grand Lodge Above on 5th
December 2012 aged 63 years.
Mrs. Mary Row, wife of W. Bro. James
Row of Ogmore Lodge No.1752, who
passed away in December 2012.
W.Bro. Colin Tomlinson, a Past Master
of Associated Engineers’ Lodge No.7303,
who passed to the Grand Lodge Above on
8th December 2012 aged 79 years.

Bro. ThomasA(“Tony”) Glasson, Member
and Past Organist of Doric Lodge No.5968,
who passed to the Grand Lodge Above on
12th December 2012, aged 74 years.
M r s . G wyn eth B u tl er , w id ow o f
W.Bro. James I Butler, Past Master of
Ystradyfodwg Lodge No.7638, who died
on 19th December 2012.
W.Bro. Peter Millward PPrDGDC,
Secretary of Observer Lodge No.6015, who
passed to the Grand Lodge Above on 30th
December 2012.
Bro. Gerwyn O Thomas, member of
Ogmore Lodge No.1752, who passed to the
Grand Lodge Above on 6th January 2013
aged 92 years.
Mrs. Sue Barker, wife of Bro. Tom Barker
of Indefatigable Lodge No.237, who passed
away on 6th January 2013.
W.Bro. Martin Bernstein PPrJGW, a Past
Master of Carmel Lodge No.4774 and a
Joining Member of Hendre Lodge No.3250,
who passed to the Grand Lodge Above on
14th January 2013.
W.Bro. Edward (Ed) Phillips, a Past
Master of The Lodge of Round Table
No.9549, who passed to the Grand Lodge
Above on the 14th January 2013 aged 71
years.
W.Bro. Ken J. Hutin PPrAGDC, a Past
Master of Meridian Lodge No. 9603, who
passed to the Grand Lodge Above on 10th
January 2013, aged 84 years.

Michael John Fenton
(Mike)
1942 - 2013

By : Don Jones
Our Brother Mike Fenton passed to the Grand Lodge above on
Thursday, 28th February 2013 at the age of 71 years, after a
heart attack at Morriston Hospital Swansea.
Mike was the Editor of our magazine for almost
four years and did a sterling job, turning pictures
and copy from our Lodges and Reporters, into the
excellent nished copy, which is acknowledged
by all who have had the opportunity to read it, as
being of exceptional quality.
He will be sadly missed by all who knew him
and by many more who didn’t have that privilege.
Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife Ruth
and his sons, Derek and Neil, on their very sad
loss
W.Bro. Michael John Fenton, PPrJGD, was a
retired Civil Servant, having worked at the Driver
and Vehicle Licencing Centre in Swansea.
He was Initiated in the city’s Indefatigable
Lodge, No.237 in February 1994 and was Installed as Master
of that Lodge in January 2001 and became a Joining Member
of The Lord Swansea Lodge (of Installed Masters), No.8364, in
November 2001.
In Provincial Grand Lodge W.Bro. Mike was appointed Past
Provincial Junior Grand Deacon in 2006.
In Royal Arch Masonry, Comp. Mike was Exalted in
Swansea’s Virtue and Hope Chapter No.237 in 2006.
Mike was a tireless worker on Masonic matters and was
Organist to many Lodges and units of other Orders. He had
the distinction of being the Organist at the Consecration of
the Lord Swansea (Installed Principals’) Royal Arch Chapter
in September 2010. He was self taught, but an absolute
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W. Bro. Vy vy an J P ri c e
PPrAGDC, a Past Master of
Newton Lodge No.6251, who passed to
the Grand Lodge Above on 22nd January
2013.
Mrs. Jean Tuck, wife of W.Bro. P.
Aubrey PPrSGD, WM of Ogmore Lodge
No. 1752, who passed away in January
2013.
W.Bro. Ian G. Roberts PPrJGD, a Past
Master of Mor Hafren Lodge No.7194,
who passed to the Grand Lodge Above on
26th January 2013, aged 86 years.
Bro. David John Kenyon a Member of
Danycoed Lodge No.8127, who passed
to the Grand Lodge Above on the 3rd
February 2013 aged 66 years.
Mrs. Joyce Jones, Mother of W.Bro.
Alan Jones, Past Master of Cwm Rhondda
Lodge No.9692, who passed away on the
8th February 2013 at the age of 88 years.
W.Bro. John Thomas a Past Master of
the Lodge of Saint Illtyd No.6078, who
passed to the Grand Lodge Above in
February 2013.
W.Bro. Cyril Chapman a Past Master of
Oriel Lodge No.9023, who passed to the
Grand Lodge Above on 6th March 2013,
at the age of 73 years.
Mrs. Margaret Whiting Wife of W.Bro.
Trevor Whiting, Past Master of Y Bont
Faen Lodge No.8533, who passed away
on Monday the 11th March 2013.

perfectionist, when he sat down to play for each and every
Lodge in his area.
Outside Masonry, he was the Chairman of the local Probus
Society and had supported the Scouting movement for many years.
To all who knew him Mike was a gentle man who never
seemed to get ustered, and took everything in his stride. He was
always willing to offer his help, wherever it was needed, indeed
he had only recently agreed to take on the duty of Organist for
several extra Lodges, as their own Organist had
been taken ill. His quiet and friendly demeanour
will be remembered by all, for many years to
come.
TheFuneral Service in Celebration for Mike’s
life, took place at St. Hillary’s Church, in Killay
on Wednesday 13th March 2013, where in a
Church packed to more than its capacity, over
300 friends and Brethren assembled to pay their
last respects to Mike and his family, prior to
Cremation at Llanelli Crematorium, and to say
their goodbyes to their dear friend. The picture
shows just some of those who gathered on this
sad day.
To say that he lived respected and died regretted
is an understatement, as both Man and Mason he
was an example to us all.

32

“Hussar - Hussar”

thank the Brethren for their support and resumed their seats
whilst photographs were taken of them at their Lodge table. The
Demonstration Team once again retired from the Lodge, this
time to prolonged and well deserved applause from all those
present.
The same 1765 toast under the direction of W.Bro. Arthur
Nurse, was also delivered by the Brethren at the Festive Board,
to the Demonstration Team. Although, it must be admitted, it
was not delivered with the same precision as the Demonstration
Team, (it was in fact a complete shambles), but it was delivered
with great enthusiasm and nished with a hearty “Hussar”
which drew forth laughter and applause from all the Brethren
present, including the Demonstration Team.

Sutton Coldfield Demonstration Team
1765 Third Degree Enactment
Friday, 1st February 2013
by : Arthur Nurse

A

ll in 1765 costume and with the artifacts of the
period, Brethren were once again delighted with
another brilliant performance by the Sutton Coldeld
Demonstration Team led by W.Bro. Chris Boston in his role as
Right Worshipful Master of St Albans Lodge, he was so ably
supported by his rst class team of ofcers, not forgetting the
acting candidate, Bro. Ryan Anthony Goulding, Junior Deacon
of the Windsor Lodge.
When the candidate entered the Temple, he was not allowed

to see the Third Degree oor cloth. In 1765 the Junior Warden
took the candidate by his hand and pointing a sharp sword to
his left breast walked him sideways around the Lodge with
his back to the oor cloth. Having completed a full circuit of
the Lodge, the Candidate nished facing the Right Worshipful
Master, who then directed him to the Senior Warden who
turned the Candidate round, which allowed him to see the
Third Degree oor cloth for the rst time.
Following the raising, the Candidate retired from the Lodge.
On his re-entry, Bro. Goulding was presented with a certicate
to commemorate his part as candidate in the ceremony by
W.Bro. Christopher Boston the leader of the demonstration
team.
Towards the end of the demonstration, to the delight of
the Brethren, under the direction of W.Bro. Chris Boston,
the Demonstration Team, in the style and manner of 1765
Freemasons, red a toast ending with the shout “Hussar”.
The Lodge was closed and the Demonstration Team retired
from the Lodge. They immediately re-entered the Lodge to

T

The evening ended with a cheque of £500.00 for Masonic
charities given by the Worshipful Master of the Windsor Lodge,
W.Bro. Jeffrey Raymond Clarke to W.Bro. Christopher Boston
leader of the Demonstration Team.
Thus ending what was a most interesting, thoroughly
enjoyable and not to be forgotten evening.

Queen Victoria
Visits Cambrian

by : Roger Gale
he Cambrian Lodge No.364 organised a social evening
with a regal touch in January, the proceedings further
aiding the efforts to return Neath Freemasonry to a
better nancial footing after the sad ravages of the previous
year, with no less a personage than Queen Victoria making
a dramatic entrance into the hallowed halls of the oldest
Temple in Wales !
W.Bro Geoff Lewis brought his organisational talents
to bear, by inviting along a Victorian re-enactment group,
the ladies presented in the nery of the day, as a number of
Masonic wives and partners were also included in the regal
display, that explained many intriguing facts about the lives
and times of those days. The proceedings were expertly
covered by the group leaders, with humour and grace, added
to by the poor hard working Ladies Maid, who ushered the
“cast” into and out of the Temple in style ! Finally the hushed
assembly were greeted by Queen Victoria herself, along
with an exuberant – but well behaved – little Pomeranian,

believed to be the rst such creature to enter the Lodge, especially in Royal
company !
‘Queen Victoria’ was able to congratulate Mrs Olive Newton,
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